>• \ _ . - 






IY 




N°3048 


THURSDAY 21 NO 


W KATSB3t»«»fei I y «nnny IIR45P) 40p 


Comment 

John Walsh’s 
Diary 

page 21 


Education 

24-page pull-out packed with higher 
education appointments 


'« f. 


News 

Mr. Punch: 
Off with his 
head! 


page3 


Tories switch millions to schools 


jew Barg 

The Government is considering pro- 
viding an emergency package for 
sdiools by cutting up to f200m from 
money for training the young un- 
employed.-^ -X 
The nationa^cpahcil in charge 
of youth . training for more than 
277,000 unemployed teenagers 
said last night that it -had “serious 
concerns” that swingeing cuts were 
io be announced m next week’s 
Budget 

. Gillian Shepherd, Secretary of 
State; for Education. and Employ- 
ment, is under immense pressure to 
- produce more r e sou rc es for schools 
following cntidsms of poor test re- 

■ttitis, growing da« y m wnh ftny an d lai* 

kof-ffisdplme in schools such as The 
Ridings, near Halifax. 

• ; >vBp switching money within the 
i .gadget of MrsShephard's depart- 
ftient, the Government can avoid 
inter-departmental quarrels aqd 


Emergency plan to cope with education crisis 


thus make the cuts less conspicu- 
ous. 

Chris Humphreys, chief executive 
of the national council which over- 
sees the SI Training and Enterprise 
Councils m England ? nd 

those in -charge of youth training 
were extremely worried. 

“There are very strong concerns 
that the schools system m England 
is not arrrarttng the resources h 
needs and that young peop le- in 
training are the ones who wfll be 
made to pay," he said. 

John Howell, chief executive of 
the south London TEC (Sofotec) 
and the. former managing director - 
of Singer^ said theouts would alarm 
the private sector, where the TECs 
enjoy the support of organisations 
such as IQ, British Steel and TOxri- 
wich Building Society. •* 


\ “My understanding is that there 
^are going to be cats and they axe 
-going to be sizeable," he said.' 
. “What we are talking about here is 
. the destruction of the work-based 
. route back into employment - the 
route of training alongside em- 
ployers. We have movedaway from 
the old days of the YOP scheme 
which involved community wcnk and 
we are giving people work-based 
qualifications relevant to the world 
ofwork." 

■ - Mr Howell said that 1,200 of the 
6,000 trainees at Soiotec could be 
lost. 

There are fears that up to 27 per 
cent of the £I80m youth training 
budget, which gives 50,000 training 
places, could be at risk. 

The plaxra under threatare those 
described as “non-guaranteed”, 


which are for trainees over 18. Un- 
employed lfc and 17-year-olds who 
axe not in education are guaranteed 
a TEC place. 

Representatives of the TECs 
have been in lengthy talks with 
Mrs Shephard and James Paice, the 
education minister, over changes in 
the way the department's budget is 
allocated. 

There have been cntidsms of 
TECs over their drop-out rates and 
low qualification achievements. 

The TECs, which are jointly 
funded by private business, argue 
that they are turning the comer and 
that their achievements axe being 
recognised by employers and young 
people alike. 

The number of people enrolling 
for the courses has been steadily in- 
creasing since 1993-94 and the 


numbers achieving qualifications 
of NVQ level two or above has in- 
creased from 37 per cent to 82 per 
cent since 1991. 

' Godfrey Blakeley, spokesman 
for the TEC National Council, said: 
“Word has finally got around that 
youth training is a realistic way into 
a job. After five or ax years of painful 
improvement this thing is coming 
good. 

“It is this approach which is the 
reason for Germany's high level of 
skills in industry. Now, in typical 
British fashion, we are p lannin g to 
diminish it just as it is bedding 
down." 

In 1989, almost two-thirds of 
participants left their course early 
for no good reason, but the dro{>- 
out figure has been reduced to just 
over a third, which is similar to the 


rate in other education programmes 
for 16- 18-year-olds. 

Mrs Shephard has been an en- 
thusiastic supporter of vocati o na l 
qualifications and acknowledged 
recently that more money would be 
needed if they are to be s u cc e ss f ul. 
The education budget is under im- 
mense strain, with £700m needed to 
pay for the nursery voucher scheme 
for all four-year-olds from April. 
Millio ns more is being allocated for 
extra security in schools following 
the outcry after the death of the 
London headmaster Philip 
Lawrence. 

The youth training budget for 
England alone now stands at £669m 
a year.There are 600.000 nnder-25s 
without a job and unemployment for 
16- 19-year-olds is 15 per cent, 
compared to 8 per cent for aH ages. 

The Department for Education 
and Employment would not discuss 
its plans in advance of the Budget. 

Worst school of all?, page 4 



Gillian Shephard: Under pressure 
to boost resources 


Goosestep guard 
keeps watch in 
Christinas forest 




Uz Hunt 

Health Editor • ■_ ' - 
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Health ministers are today accused of 



contraceptive PBl as hewgovernment fig- 
ures suggest that last yeafs^scaretead 
-to around 3,000 extra abortions. 

A new analysis of the Ml scare afc&V 
highlights its international impact and. 
long-term effects, and concludes that the 
Government’s advice to women to 
change from certain brands of the Pill 
was “unnecessarily alarmist and out of 
step with the assessment of medical in- 
formation in other countries”. - 

The analysis coincides with publica- 
tion today of the abortion statistics for 
the first quarter of 1996, the period most 
likely to be affected by the events of Oc- 
tober 1995. The figures are expected to 
show a significant increase in abortions 
of 6 to 7 per cent although some doc- 
tors are predicting it could be higher. 

Dr Frank Fiiredi, head of develop- 
ment studies at Kent University, and 
Ajme Riredi. director of the Birth 
Control Trust (a charity promoting re- 
productive health and family planning), 
who carried out the analysis, say that a 
“pill panic” was waiting to happen in the 
UK. This followed newspaper and tele- 
vision reports in 1994 and 1995 of 
deaths linked to one particular brand 
of the so-called “third generation” 
combined oral contraceptive Pills. 

When prclimiqaiy.data from three 
unpublished studies became available 
suggesting that women taking third-gsn- 
eration Ptils - those containing the syn- 
thetic hormones gestodene or 
desogestrel - were twice as likely to suf- 
fer blood dots as women on older,' 
cheaper brands, the Government toe* • 
action. Around 1.5 million women tak- 
ing seven of the most popular brands 
were advised to change. 

This decision was driven largely by 
“the threat of media criticism and pos- 
sible subsequent litigation,” (he report 
says, rather than concern for public 
health or any significant risk to.woinen. 
It claims that Department of Health of- •' 
ficials “overreacted and panicked” in 
putting out the Pill alert 

“Our research shows that this was a 

needless panic/ Only in Britain and Ger- 
many, and later in Norway, did medical 
authorities coricludethat women using 
t hird-gcneratiotLCombinedpills should 
be advised to change to other brands.” , 
Ms Furedisaid yesterday. W.j 

The Fureda report ays 'that unfikeotb- ; 
er transitory health scares, the 1995 Ml 
scare will reinforce the public's viewthat ; 
oralconiraccirtjon poses risks that out* 
vreigh its considerable advantaged Tn ad- > 
dition, the scare has meant that doctors | 
;ire reluctant to prescribe combined oral j 
contraception HUs, and '‘has reinforced ! 
a climate where legal action is more like-. 

lv to be launched" by patients. - ; 
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Glenda Cooper . 

The Romans employed them to 
save the city from marauding 
Gauls and now British 
Christmas tree growers are 
turning to cackling geese to 
combat tree-rustlers. 

The British Christmas Tree 
Growers Association warned 
vesterday that thieves are like- 
ly to take advantage of next 
week’s full moon to execute 
lightning raids on plantations. 
Large-scale pilfering could push 
small growers into bankruptcy. 

“A full moon makes it much 
eaaer for thieves. If it’s dark it's 
obviously more difficult to pick 
up the trees,” said Tony 
Richardson, the association’s 
secretary. “There isn't a dark 
night until 10 December after 
which we’U be fairly safe.” 

"Losses are very important to 
the smaD grower,” he added. 
“Those who only have two or 
three thousand trees and get 200 


or so pinched can be pushed to 
the edge.” 

One of the best means of pro- 
tection is geese. Geoffrey Field 
of East Sussex, who has been 
growing Christmas trees for 
more than 20 years, employs 
eight geese to watch his two 
acres of trees. “They are a 
great deterrent,” said Mr Reid. 
“A lot of people are terrified of 
geese, particularly if they have 
been chased by one as a child. 
They find them very nasty." 

In ^hles, Dyfed-rtwys police 
have urged residents to be on 
the look out for thieves. Some 
2,000 fanners in a network of 
“Farm Vfetch” schemes are be- 
ing asked to report suspicious 
vehicles. “We need to take 
more care than usual.” added 
Mr Richardson, a retired gen- 
eral “The problem with Christ- 
mas trees is when they have 
been pinched it is jolly difficult 
to identify them as yours.” 

More news for geese, page 5 
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On patrol: Geese watching oyer 


i trees at Geoff Field’s farm in the Cheviots, Northumberland 


So Crash is depraved? 


ic in the UK is available from the Birth 
Control Trust, 16 Mortimer Street, 
London WIN 7RD. 


9 “770951 *946443 


I can , if I so desire, goand see films fea- 
turing lots of seas, anji filqisfun of exrit- 
ingfy-shot car crashes. I cannot though, 
go and see a film wbk$t features both. 

David Cronenberg's film Crash, based 
cai J.G. BaHanfs hovel has. bear ruled 

rinenm!^^dec^ohmde yesterday 
by Westnmxster.City Counal to- impose 
an interim ban means that the fUmmust 
now be consderedby the British' Board 
of Fflm d&ssificatiori later this yesu. 

If I was to prepared to risk my life in 
the Channel timael I couldof course nip 
over to Paris and watch it if the hyster- 
ical fears about Crash were well-found- 
ed, one would have thought lhat Paris 
is by now. a place full of smouldering 
wrecked cars peopled with perverted 
Parisians copulating amongst ttte debris. 
Has does not however; appear to be the 
.case, 

: Why? PfeihapsbeaBire Rehchdtizens 

ate less easifyinfiuenced than. wsrare. Per- 
haps hecaise '.they don’t believe- every- 
thing they see,. Perhaps because . they 
■ u nderstand the .difference between re- 
ality and fantasy. Perhaps because this 
film is meant to arouse the imagination- 
rather than the libido. . . 

fo Brfeain however. Crash has aroused 
-indignation -and iacom prchc nsian- De- 
spite pleas oaiisbehalf from prominent 
writers and artists from Salmon Rushdie 
CO Mite Lei^a i*eadfitf fiterafismpre- 
rvails. Without this foss .whipped up 
I hustfy by chore who haven't seen me film. 



by Suzanne Moore 

Cra rnberg's movie would probably 
neve have been big box office any way. 
Tbo; ; of us who are Cronenberg fans 
. have i ever expected his films to be an 
easy ' • particularly comfortable ride. W; 
sat c tss legged through Dead Ringers 
whid featured twin gynaecologists fash- 
Jonin surgical instruments for “mutant 
’Womt r. A feel-good movie is the last 
thing fe would ever expea of (his man. 

tb subject of Ballard’s noveL which 

I f described as a kind of in- 
jgraphy, is an exploration 
fence in entertainment ati- 
ie explains, “thd probably 
they are having on the pub- 
m". 

written more than rwemy 
as “a cautionary tale” a 
on of what happens when 
tkased, when ordinary peof 
bsessed with celebrity life 
death. Crash lakes our ob- 


session with sex and cars to its logical and 
yes, extreme, conclusion. Ballard who re- 
alised he could write science fiction set 
in the English suburbs is himself con- 
cerned about the level of violence in cin- 
ema pointing out that Reservoir Dogs >s 
far more likely to incite copycat behav- 
iour than anything in Crash. 

The Westminster councillors have 
bizanefy inasted that one of the fines lhai 

dioukl be cut from the film is “Car crash- 
es are fertilising not destructive”. There, 
you have just read it, but you are not 
presently permitted to see an actor say- 
ing it, presumably on the grounds that 
you might be persuaded this was true. 

Crash will offend, it will bore and it 
wfll faD, in some eyes, because after all 
the hype, it is not a film designed to tit- 
illate. Cronenberg, speaking the other 
day, told us that one of the most com- 
mon complaints about the film was that 
the car crashes were not realistic enough. 

So used are we apparently to seeing than 

on screen in slow-motion, that his crash- 
es were not exciting enough. ■ 

Thar is a definition of depravity if ever 
there was one and in essence is what the 
film is actually attempting to hring to the 
surface. Yeito ban this film one must as- 
sume it depraves and corrupts, that it may 
cause imitative behaviour. This is ludi- 
crous arid just because the censors can- 
not distinguish between reality and 
fiction how dare they asume we can’t ei- 
ther. 

Councillors ban film. Page 9 
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Tunnel stays shut 

The Channel TUnnel will be 
dosed at least until Monday, 
amid fears that the northbound 
tunnel was badfy damaged by 
the fire on Monday. Page 2 

Yeltsin comeback 

The Russian President Boris 
Yelsin took a crudaJ step m his 
long-awaited comeback by ap- 
pearing on television. He 
looked thinner and older than 
before his bypass. Page 14 
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The Abbey National 
Guaranteed Growth Bond. 

Smpfy invest a minimum of nO.OOQ over a 3 or 
5-jaear period sod. receive a guarantevd return of 

i^td ensure that you don’t miss oat, caQ 

into yoor nearest branch, or call Abbe)- National 
Direct free and quote reference AAS2U/13. 

0800 100 801 


Line, arc open Muftbn- to Fnbf 9 01 Urn In S.O0pKi and Saordagr ^.Wwi In 1 .Qtyan.Ta no) 
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li year lerm, equivalent id 6.5^ pro*. pj.i «■ !40,2S% (5 rear term, eqM<a)cflt to 7.00*% 
pops p^*.) oTAc uneamau ptos die Premium hwrai wtH be paid. Too map be Me tn 

rvptsir wist ® in ntdve bucrest pnm; nd^nrur it «iH be paid net of loome tax u the 
pCT mb ed rtr. ice leafln Cur hD crodttkmi. Abbey Nabtaul and da: U mbre lla Couple ajmhal 
atv mtbanariB uf Abbe Natkoal pic, Abbet Home, BJnr Street , Leukai ffWl £50. 
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Supermarket Labour gets 
knifeman shot set for early 
dead by police by-election 


Labour is on alert for an early 

mlSS? 1 ** 1 P° Uce by-election in Wirral South, V 

™™n yesterday after he after the liberal Democrat 
*“«wja the store manager candidate, Paul Gilchrist, 
in,- S* 6 ' P“Ued out of the contest Tor 

me w-year old-man is family reasons” on Tuesday, 
oeueyed to have stabbed the The surprise move followed 
numager m the back and the resignation of fan 
possibly m the stomach Wingfield, the Labour 

Defore being killed at the Co- candidate, over allegations, 
op num-market in TOird End, which he denied, that he had 
Btnmngham. He attacked the been violent to women. 
nana B® r for “no apparent The vacancy was caused by 


reason", said police. 

The man is report 
have held a knife to 


the death last month of Bany 
Porter, the lory former 
minister. If Labour holds 


manager’s throat and to have Barnslev East, and wins 

L ■ I A .. m . — - _ 


handcuffed him before 
stabbing him . There was a 
suggestion last night that the 
incident may have been 
hnked to a dispute, possibly 


Wirral South, the government 
would be one seat short of a 
majority. John Rentoul 


Loyal support 

ffi£^^ mother - 1,t for Sinn Fein 


Witnesses told of hearing Ulster Loyalist leaders 
four or five shots being fired, yesterday urged the Prime 
Jason Bennetto Minister at a meeting in 

Downing Street to bring Sinn 
T Fein into all-party peace talks 

Judge ups libel h (£*s“ 
award to lp 

A High Court jury’s award of between Irish and British 


“zero” damages to former 
Irish premier Albert 


ministers in Belfast The 
meetings took place after 


Reynolds against The Sunday Sinn Fein tabled a four-point 
Times was upped to lp today, plan for the resumption of 
The increase came after the IRA ceasefire, which is 
Mr Justice French ruled that unacceptable to British 
Mr Reynolds was entitled to ministers. Cotin Brown 
no min al damages, given the 
jury's verdict yesterday. The 

jurors decided, by a majority T Tyvi\70T*CnfnOCJ 
of 10-1, that the allegation Umverblblfcib 

s&rs; “ work to 11136 

substance true” - but then Around 100.000 staff at 
went on to make the “zero" universities and colleges of 

higher education yesterday 
began an indefinite work to 
rule following Tuesday's 24- 
hour pay strike. Employees 
from professors to porters at 


award. The judge’s ruling higher education yestend: 
may have a bearing on who began an indefinite work 
should pay costs, unofficially rule following Tuesday's ‘ 
estimated at more than £lm. hour pay strike. Employe 
Mr Reynolds sued over a from professors to portei 
November 1994 story, headed some 20(1 institutions are 


“Goodbye gombeen man. banning overtime and are 
Why a fib too far proved “working to contract" in 
fatal". The newspaper denied protest at a 15 per cent pay 
libel, pleading qualified offer for manual workers am 
privilege and justification. 1 5 per cent for other staff. 


libel, pleading qualified offer for manual workers and 
privilege and justification. 1 5 per cent for other staff. 

The Committee of Vice- 
Chancellors and Principals is 
A/bnrlitlc wroplf looking to next week’s budget 
VdUUdlh ”lCUk to increase spending on 

imtTTOCfnrmc higher education to avert 

glttVCbUlIlCS further strikes. Barrie dement 


gravestones 

About 115 gravestones have 
been wrecked by cemeteiy 
vandals, police in Scotland 
said yesterday. 

The stones, most of which 
were old, were overturned in 
Inveresk Cemeteiy, 
Musselburgh, Lothian, at the 
weekend. 

“This is a despicable act of 
vandalism," a police 
spokesman said. "Not only is 
this wanton damage, but 


Great leap for 
mature man 


Inveresk Cemeteiy, Story Musgrave, 61, yesterday 

Musselburgh, Lothian, at the became the oldest astronaut 
weekend. ever as the latest Space 

“This is a despicable act of Shuttle mission went into 
vandalism," a police orbit. Dr Musgrave has spent 

spokesman said. “Not only is more than 860 hours in space 
this wanton damage, but and almost 30 years on 
particularly dangerous for the Nasa's space programme. But 
culprits. Thev could be this will be his last Bight. Dr 


seriously injured if a 
headstone fell on them.' 
Police are appealing for 
witnesses. 


Musgrave announced before 
the launch that he has been 
told not to expect another 
trip into orbit. Charles Arthur 


Alastair, darling ... but not Mr Campbell 


It is a difficult tale. Chief Sec- 
retary to the Treasury William 
Waldegrave issues this big doc- 
ument claiming to cost all 
Labour's 89 spending commit- 
ments (“copper-bottomed" - 
John Major). Most of it is non- 
sense, some of It is true, but at 
the front it says that - in its com- 
pilation - civil servants were 
used in accordance with rules 
laid down by Sir Peter Butler 
(head of the Civil Service and 
thus a godlike figure on a par 
with Lords Cullen, Nolan, the 
Police Federation and Scien- 
tists). 

Then some over-enthusiastic 
Tory spin-doctor called Charles 
Lewington tells the political 
editor of the Daify Telegraph 
(shy, retiring George Jones) 



to berate the Telegraph man with 
“here's George Jones of the 
house journal of the Tory par- 
ty, hot-foot from the Afevrangfe 
studios!" This obscure jibe was 
dearly intolerable to the sensi- 


ambiguous sentence with a 
stretch of his jaw, as though 
isometrically testing his lower 
mandi ble. 

He had his own costing to re- 
veal. The whole exercise was 


that Sir Peter has “approved" 
said document. This is repeat- 
ed by Mr Jones on Newsragjto, 
and in BBC bulletins through- 
out the long, political nighL 
Sir Robin Butler is miffed - 
and assures the world that it 
ain’t so, leading the London 
Evening Standard to conclude 
(in a banner headline) “Bang 


goes Tory Thx Bombshell". So, to berate the Tdegaph man with ambiguous sentence with a 5min?snation°Jo I roe^ ,< oa 
without a single assertion fa the "here's George Jones of the stretch pi tajw, ■ though 5pma ° a 

document being so much as house journal of the Tory par- isometrically testing his lowe v^g rown 0 ff ere d the 

debated, it has already been ty, hot-foot from the Newsngfa mandiole. «tace to “Alastair, darling". This 

derailed by an inaccurate claim studios!” This obscure jibe was He had his own co ®*“|8 tinhorn not to be almtimate 

-about someone entirely irreJ- dearly intolerable to the sens- veal- ^Sion to the hovering Mr 

evant to its content - being live Jones, who prompter “foe mo^ expenstve he m but an fatrod^W 

refuted. OK? walked out. “I hope he punch- Jitical histoiy”, at Uw Shadow 

And that is why Mr Tim Al- es him on the nose", said UN's (mandible stretch). And ltwas ^ Secretary to address us. 
Ian, joint number two to Tony political editor^dichad&un- ^ rel^h ^Darling 53to. with his Star- 

Biair’s press secretaty Alastair son, reroammg firmly seated de- regime - ministers will be ..flyer hair, W-fr hc k ew- 

CamplSr starred to ghe his te sense of outrage *& 

Labour’s rebuttal press con- “Anyway,” he went on, it s all spend fstretti). ft^im^ty Ii g^ )met £ ng a Richard 
ference carrying a large bundle based on BBC mis-reportmg. they t could start by not .teffing D ^ wint j ng _ wastherelon; _ 
of the helpfully headlined Stan- The BBC contingent regarded artybes, » VI °s£7m: » one bv one. 


pvuuvai wiivif — u , ■ , 

son, remaining firmly seated de- regime — ministers 


of the helpfully headlined Stan- 
dards, which he then proceed- 
ed to hand out free to the 
assembled journalists. 

Then Mr Peter Mandelson 
(either the “sexiest MF in 
Britain”, or a “force lurking in 
the darkness", or both), began 


him affectionately. 

Eventually Gordon Brown 
appeared. He was late, he said, 
because “the exercise of finding 
Toiy lies takes a bit longer than 
you initially allocate". As is his 
habit, Mir Brown followed this 


There were more statistics. 
We had, according to Mr 
Brown, “89 Tbiy lies on top of 
22 Tbiy tax increases”. I made 
that 111 Nasty Things in totaL 
At£7m each, that amounted to 
£777m wasted on lies, but avail- 


fate the Toiy claims one by one. 
It was a lie that Labour planned 
to spend more on rail safety, 
nuiseries, the disabled etc. as 
the wicked Tories falsely 
averred. Which is a shame, 
really. 


Move to change listing of St Pancras station to accommodate works for Channel tunnel 

Threat to 
Queen of 
railway 
stations 
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Stephen Goodwin 

Heritage Correspondent 

A last-ditch attempt will be 
made in the House of Lords 
tonight to stop ministers re- 
moving historic building pro- 
tection from St Pancras, the 
“undisputed Queen Empress of 
railway stations". 

The Government wants to 
remove the protection to help 
London and Continental Rail- 
ways (LCR) raise the money it 
needs to develop the station as 
the terminus for the Channel 
Tbiuiel rail link. But Lord 
Cavendish, a Commissioner of 
English Heritage, will try to 
amend the Channel Tlrnnel 
Rail Link Bill to ensure that the 
Secretary of State for the En- 
vironment retains power to call 
in arw plans for St Pancras. 

Ministers are at loggerheads 
with their own advisers, English 
Heritage, and quietly re- 
arranged the timetable of busi- 
ness in the Lords to try to 
avoid a damaging confrontation. 

Sir Jocelyn Stevens, chairman 
of EH, regards the “carte- 
blanche" exemption as "fun- 
damentally unacceptable". In a 
strongly worded letter, he told 
LCR and his Cabinet minister 
bosses that St Pancras was a “na- 
tional treasure” and warned of 
a parliamentary challenge. 

The Rail link Bill comes up 
for Third Reading after two 
years in the legislative milL 
When parliamentary business 
was announced last Thursday, 
the Bill was not scheduled for 
debate. Conservationists cam- 
paigning for St Pancras believe 
it has been brought forward to 
thwart their efforts to rally sup- 
port. Earlier this year LCR 
was engaged to build the £3bn 
link under the private finance 
initiative (PFI). The surrender 
of statutory powers to allay 
LCR’s fear of any delay because 


of planning inquiries will “dri- 
ve a coach and horses through 
historic building protection” 
and set a dangerous precedent 
for PFI projects, the Victorian 
Society says. 

The Society's concern, and 
that of EH which it prodded 
into the fight, is over the effect 
of the new terminus on the St 
Pancras “train shed" - the vast 
hanger over the platforms be- 
hind the imposing Midland 
Grand Hotel. When built in 
1852 by the engineer William 
Barlow it was the largest single- 
span structure in the world. 

English Heritage would have 
some control over shops on the 
concourse but none about the 
overall dimensions of an ex- 
tension to the train shed, which 
could be of similar vast dimen- 
sions to the Eurostar station at 
Wuerioo. The Government wiD 
ask peers to rely on guidelines 
agreed with LCR. 

Both the Society and EH are 
encouraged by what LCR have 
said about conservation and 
what the architects, headed by 
Sir Norman Fbster, have shown 
of their plans. “There is every 
hope that the new St Pancras 
wifi be a bold and brilliant 
combination of the new and the 
old," said William Filmer- 
Sankey, director of the Society. 

Bui if LCR are unable to 
raise as much money as they had 
hoped for the project, 
economies may have to be 
made. There are doubts in the 
City on whether LCR will raise 
the £900m it wants from a 
planned stock market flotation 
next year. And Monday's Chan- 
nel Tunnel fire has put a ques- 
tion mark over revenues from 
its subsidiary. Eurostar, on 
which everything depends. 

"The ghost of Sir Alastair 
Morton in financial straits will 
haunt all Channel Tunnel pro- 
jects." said Mr Filmer-Sankcy. 



Spanning centuries: Girders of Wiliam Barlow's imposing 1850s St Pancras station hangar Photograph: Brian Harris 


Calls for Chunnel to stay 
closed until made safer 


Christian Wolmar, 

Barrie Clement, 

Mary Dejevsky 

and Jim Cusick 

The Channel Tunnel will be 
dosed at least until Monday ac- 
cording to SNCF, the French 
railway company. There have 
been calls that it should remain 
shut until new safety measures 
are introduced. 

The continued delay places 


Ruddles County Riddles. 

No. 12. Change for the Better 


Peter, Junes and Joke had 
imaged to Met ap with 
several ether key members of 
their local village cricket 
teen to watch highlights free 
ai eethasiastic enatesr video 
of thoir latest, greatest 
mid-season Mteb. 

Like »f thwghtfii hosts 
Altering far grawa-ip testes 
they decided to got in i basic 

stock of fliftuma Riddles 
Cully ip coevenient cut. 
They also agreed « friends do, 

to sham tha expense end each 

shipped in ■ fanner to the 
kHty. John velontaered to pop 


raved to the Off Licence oa 
their behalf. 

After he'd left iadee 
with ale the Naiager tf the 
Off Lieeeea realised he’d 
overcharged him by £5. To 
rectify the elteatien 
immediately, fie gave his 
new is* is tent 5 pound ceies 
aid iastneted him le roe 
after John aid raters the 
correct change. 

The Mtiitast who wee or 
probation (in mere senses 
than one) caught ap With 
John, explained the situation 
bet being e little economical 


with the truth kept 2 pened 
ceies far himself and returned 
3 pound coin to Joha. 

(Insnspeefieg John thanked 
him and retire od £1 aaeh to 
Prior and James, keeping £1 
far himself, la effect this 
maaet that the 3 friends had 
expended £9 each and the 
shifty assistant had nicked £2. 

The strange thing is 
this £9 multiplied by 3 = 
£27.00 pins £2 that was 
misappropriated = £29.00. 

Whet happened ta the 
other £1? 



the financial future of Euro- 
tunnel in jeopardy ijs it will lose 
a million pounds a day in rev- 
enue and, possibly more im- 
portantly, public confidence in 
the project. 

The announcement by SNCF 
came amid growing fears that 
severe devastation has been 
caused to the northbound tun- 
nel and that smoke may have 
also damaged signalling and 
controls on the Southbound 
side. 

The fire on Monday night oc- 
curred near one of the tunnel's 
two crossover points and it is 
thought that smoke could have 
penetrated onto the other line 
but Eurotunnel refused to com- 
ment on the extent of damage 
last night apart from calling it 
“severe”. 

John Whitwell, deputy sec- 


il Engineers, said that the tunnel 
was lined with 290mm thick 
concrete, heavily reinforced 
with steeL and that this wilJ have 
fallen off He said that a simi- 
lar fire in the Storebaelt tunnel 
in Denmark had caused exten- 
sive darajce and much craddne 


of concrete. The worst problem 
would be cleaning off the soot: 
“The soot wfll cake on con- 
ductors and signalling equip- 
ment, which wiD take a very long 
time to dean off” He said it was 
likely that the northbound tun- 
nel would take months to repair. 

For most of yesterday, Eu- 
rotunnel's own engineering 
teams and officials from the In- 
ter-Governmental Safety Com- 
mission met in Calais to discuss 
the conditions of the tunnel but 
refused to grant Eurotunnel 
permission to run any services. 

While the undamaged part of 
the train has been taken out at 
the Folkestone end, the 
wrecked section of 14 wagons 
will be taken out in France to- 
day after the wheels have been 
separated from the r ails to 
which they have become weld- 


to take it out at night to avoid 
the world's cameras focussing 
on the sighi which will be of 
great embarrassment to the 
troubled company. 

Firefighters urged the Gov- 
ernment to keep the channel 
tunnel dosed until strict new 


safety measures were enforced. 
Ken Cameron, general secretary 
of the Fire Brigades Union, ac- 
cused management of "corn- 


The firefighters’ leader set out 
three principles for the safe op- 
eration of the route including 
the introduction of enclosed 
rolling stock for transporting 
lorries rather than the present 
open cage-like trucks. 

Mr Cameron called for the 
tunnel to come under the ju- 
risdiction of the Health and 
Safety Executive - an indepen- 
dent agency funded by the 
British government - rather 
than the Channel Tlmnel Safe- 
ty Authority which operated un- 
der the auspices of the 
Inter-Governmental Commit- 
tee. 

Mr Cameron's call was 


vy vuuu diuwu, ucpuiy 

research director of Consumers’ 
Association, who said: “The 
operating licence for both 
freight and car-carrying shuttle 
services should be suspended 
untfi major safety problems are 
solved”. 


French offer Gallic shrug 
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Mary Dejevsky 

Paris 

Anyone looking for evidence of 
the cuLural chasm that still di- 
vides the French and the British 
had ody to scan the front pages 
of yesterday’s newspapers at 
either mdof the arkken Chan- 
nel Tunnel. 

Wbde the people of Folke- 
stone were reading with horror 
of the Eurotunnel fire, the “pan- 
ic” in he passenger carriage and 
the rt criminations of the lony 
driven, he people of Calais 
wouli hs ve been hard out to it 
to find m »ch about the nre at aff 
beyond xmgratulating them- 
selves or a rescue operation that 
bad run like clockwork. 
Ystffday’s front pages in 


a Frenchman: plans for a dam- arrived quickly on the scene 
pdown on pnvate cara in Paris, SNCF (French railways) cannot 
leaked de tails of the scheme say exactly when services util re- 
that will replace conscription, a sume." 
government project to make Only inside was there any talk 
convicted sex offenders take of “panic" and evident “eai” in 
treatment, the third (fay of a lor- sa fetysS^SSS ^ 
ry drivers stifice that is blockad- It was a similar story on the 

mg several big cities, and more airwaves. While the British me- 

fe^d‘a 0 rVfi? e t Sliiid ° f ' 

and tins was lucked inconspic- sponsible, the French were be- 

r ¥ lt mg treated to accounts of how 
hand ade with a headline that fast the coordinated French- 

of an a> 

S5M2ESS SfiSSBKs 

j25jii,i£irK 

terminal ...the rescue services ed French news bulletin! 


France offered plenty to worry 
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Permissive but intolerant, 
liberal but cautious, the 
British are a contradictary 
lot awarding to a new survey 


David Walker 


i ' % '-i. 1 ' 
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Back in the grey and austere 
1940s, tens of thousands of re- 
spectable British people tried 
smoking dope. Perhaps it was 
with the Army in a Cairo souk, 
perhaps it was in the back- 
streets of Liverpool. We know 
that because three per cent of 
those who are now 65 report 
that they did to the latest British 
Social Altitudes survey. 

We now' live in a different 
Britain, and there is a lot more 
dope. Of those aged IS to 24, 
more than one in three (37 per 
cent) aicknowledgel-some expe- 
rience with the weed. Only a 
third of 1 8-34-year-olds dis- 
agree with the proposition that 
cannabis be legalised — the rest 
either agree or won’t plump. 

But according to today’s sur- 
vey - the annual snapshopt of 
the nation's beliefs -we are not 
a nation of drug-heads. More 
than four-fifths don’t want hero- 
in legalised,, and it is only in 
places Jfike Londoner you get 
significant numbers agreeing 
with the idea that possession of 
small amounts of heroin should 
not beprosecuted. But die fact 

The vision is cf 
a future Britain 
that is liberal 
and tolerant 


is that youth is a lot more lib- 
eral-minded and, as far as 
cannabis goes, they do it as well 
as approve of it. 

Yet liberalism is evident in 
our views of foreigners. Signif- 
icant evidence of xenophobia is 
uncovered, with . nearly two- 
thirds of En glish -people saying 
the number of -'immigrants 
should be cut and a quader say- 
ing immigrants increase crime 
rates-t&nng the past couple of 
years -tihere has been a marked 
shift otoptran against the Eu- 
ropean Union. 

Nipt surprisingly, young peo- 
ple's liberalism: cxtendato sex.- 
Ask younger people about sex 
on television or homosexuality _ 
and you get a broadly tolerant, 
permissive reply. If yon extend 
questions to the family, there 
are signs of young people pre>r 
faring friends to family for 
advice or loans.-- 

That’s toe youth of today. 
Project that picture 40 years into 
the future andwhaf do yon get? 
Oldies smokmgA»dule wauling 
sexy videos with their gay 
friends? It sounds like the plot 


of a second-rate sitcom, but it 
is a fair reflection of whar fe to 
come. Between the lines of the 
survey sa pretty cauvincmg pip- 
lure of a future Britain that is 
more liberal, tolerant and, yes, 
there’s a peculiar whiff in the air 
in the old folks* home. -• 
Britain is ageing. That social 
fact has. become a kind of 
mantra for welfare state pes- 
simists and a category of doom- 
sters worrying about how we’ll 
pay for pensions. Most of dial 
anxiety s either misplaced or 
stirred up by people on toe right 
who thin lr- you can run an ad- 
vanced dviKsed society on a Jap- 
anese-size tax base. They cob 
lude. with new moralists who 
would like the future to.be 
censored, repressed and locked 
up inside the family. 

The political fastoonableness 
of the new moralism is not 
founded on changed public at- 
titudes. Virginia BottomJey 
takes it uponhexseif to say that 
David Cronenbnrg's film. 
Crush, k so dreadful it shook! 
be banned. In taking sutih a 
view, she is speaking for about 
19 per centra the British pop- 
ulation -the mrniber of people 
who (according to toe BSA) say 
a “film with a frank scene of 
man and woman having s ex" 

. should never be allowed on cin- 
ema, screens. British Social Al- 
titudes retards majorities for 
banning adult telephone ser- 
vices and a higher proportion of 
people saying they would ban 
sex on the radio than in cinema: 

That is not to say the British 
are permissive. On a scale of 
one to bx, six represnting’ show- 
ing everything to everyone and 
one a complete ban on all sex 
scenes everywhere, the nation- - 
a! average is 255, It is when that 
is broken down for age and ed- 
ucation the future starts to look 
liberal. The 18-24 age group 
screes 3 J.3 and graduates 3.00., 
And those figures fink with 
BSA measure of attitudes to . 
abortion and eutoappsia. - 
The more, graduates; the’ 
more Eberal tbe-^ouatiy be-*~ 
cranes. The older today’s young 
people got, themore liberal we 
get The evidence s that peo- 
ple do nbt, as they age, get 
(T0tdK^Sre thchparents. On . 
the ooikraiy, once packed tq>, 
liberalism Kngeis like a virus - 
wfaat researchers call a cohort 
effect “Society’s , attitudes are 
hkelytobeccupemcTCpeiTnis^ 
sive as younger cohorts replace 
the older rates,” the survey 
says. The evidence predkts that 
2Lst century Britain wfll have a . 
strong liberal bedrock^ unless 
tomorrow* s young people turn 
reactionary and illiberal. 




HATES , 

Some strong measures of xenophobia 
show up, wilh nearly two- thirds of 
English people and jjei more Scots ap- 
proving the proposition that Britain 
should limit imports to protect the 
economy. Around a third of both na- 
tions say television should give pref- 
erence to British programmes. 

There is widespread support for the 
proposition that political refugees 
should be allowed to slay in Britain 
and near-unanimous support for 
schools making more effort to teach 
foreign languages. But some 64 per 
cent of English people and slightly 
more Scots and Welsh say immi- 
grant numbers should be reduced. 
Some 37 per cent of the English and 
34 per cem of Scots disagree that im- 
migrants arc good for the economy 
-which, taken with evidence that peo- 
ple favour making Britain more open 
to new ideas and cultures, suggests a 
pertain schizophrenia on immigration. 

In 1 994, 37 per cent of British peo- 
ple wanted doser ties to the European 
Union, but a year later, this figure had 
dropped to 29 per cent. There was a 
marked fall in the numbers of those 
wanting the UK to unite fully with toe 
HU. Yet some 14 per cent (up from 
11 per cent in 1994) want the UK to 
leave toe EU, while 28 per cent want 
Britain to increase EU powers. 

British Social Attitudes says the na- 
tion is now divided into four identi- 
fiable groups - supra-nationalists 
unmoved by symbols of British nation- 
hood (and more likely to read The In- 
dependent, they say); patriots who are 
not anti-immigrant but relish nation- 
al sentiment; belligerents, who read 
the Sun and want to keep people out, 
but are not proud of what we have; 
and John Bulls who want to keep 
them out and are proud to be British. 



is victim of dock The not-so-flexible worker 
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Reports ofthedeath of the fam- 
ily aie modi toe 

research ^onctades, after ex- 
ammmgtoecrtent to which rel- 
atm&keep in- touch with each 
ofger&ifrely on fondly mem- 
beRforkiaiis,belp and advice. 

Bat changes in, the pattern 
of work, notably the growth hi 
numbers ofwomen in fall rime 
employment, seems to have 
cut- family contact among 
mmeiL . 

- Adult women in fall^ime 
work see much less of their 
mothers than they did a decade 
ago. In 1986 some 64 per cent 
of working women saw their 
mother (assuming she did not 



live with heri 
once a week; by 1995 this was 
down to 45 per cent. . 

Despite growing mobffity 
and .'a common tendency for 
people. to move away from (heir 
family borne to attend college 
and seek employment most 
famffy members still live with- 
in mi boor’s joura^ one an- 
othet 

Around two fluids of parents 
with grown up dutdren Hve less 
than an boor’s journey rime 
away from at least one of their 
sons or daughters - down, bat 
only slightly, on the figures for 


ten years ago. 

Contact between relatives 
has fallen in recent years. But 
contact with friends has also 
fallen - suggesting it is change 
in work and leisure time that 
explains the change rather 
than some cataclysmic “de- 
cline of the family”. 

The family that prays to- 
gether stays together _ What 
the data shows is that church 
attenders score the highest on 
the researchers’ “family ori- 
entation index” - a composite 
measure of attitudes towards 
Campy life and contacts. Pro- 
family families emerge as the 
most authoritarian, too. 


Employees are now markedly 
less willing to retrain in order 
to geta new job than they were 
in the mid-1980s, while unem- 
ployed people are less willing 
than they ever were to take an 
“unacceptable” job rather than 
stay on benefits. 

According to British Social 
Attitudes the “flexible labour 
market” wished by Govern- 
ment ministers is less in evi- 
dence now than ten years’ ago. 

Asked if they would be will- 
ing to retrain to find a replace- 
ment job, 49 per cent of 
employees said they would be 
“very willing", compared with 54 
per cent in 1983. Of toe unem- 


ployed 44 per cent were willing 
to retrain compared with 50 per 
cem a decade ago. 

However there are some 
signs the unemployed are now 
more willing to think about 
moving house in order to find 
work. Some 59 per cent of the 
unemployed say they have nev- 
er considered moving, down 
from 65 per cent in 1983. 

The survey suggests that de- 
spite lots of talk about job in- 
security peoples' attitudes 
towards toe job market are 
more bullish than they have 
been for some time and their be- 


liefs are founded on their ex- 
perience. In 1995 13 per cent of 
employees had been with their 
present employer more than 20 
years, compared with 11 per 
cent in this category in 1991 - 
suggesting there is a core of the 
workforce which is highly se- 
cure. 

However more people than 
a decade ago consider it likely 
they will leave their present job 
during the year ahead and there 
has been a significant drop in 
the proportion of employees 
who consider it unlikely there 
won’t be some disturbance in 
their employment in coming 
months. 







Small, fat men with 
big columns fall out 


Marianne Macdonald 

Media Correspondent 




Punch, the reborn satirical mag- 
azine, seemed to have devel- 
oped a curse winch put Hello in 
toe shade yesterday after its ed- 
itor was sacked only, a month 
after the premature departure 
of his deputy. 

. Peter McKay, the former 
gossip columnist with* a repu- 
tation for enjoying tye good 
things in life, left yesterday af- 
ter a showdown with l$s chair- 
man, the. former London 
Everting Standard editor Stew- 
art Steven. 

V - Mr . McKay had bdeu ap- 
pojnted,tditpr in Marti by Mr 
Steven,iiis old friend i id for- 
mer editor at Standard. 

His. Job: was. to re auneb 
Punch -fbr its new own r, the 
Hatreds proprietor Mo amed 
al-Rryed, four years afi sr the 
151-year-old magazine was 
dosed by United News} apers 
amid £lm annual fosses a d the 
image ofbdng read only i den- 
tists* waitiiqj rooms. Mr ! fcK- 
ay waspaid a salary of £180,000, 
but allegedly on condition that 
he did not write for any other 
pubheatiernwithout Mr Steven’s 
written permission. I 
Tb Mr -Steven's surprise, 
therefore, he opened the 
Daily Mail at the start of this 
month to see 'a column by Pe- 
ter McKay. This is understood 
to have caused a difference of 
opinion between the- two old 
friends, with-Mr Steven taking 
the view that he would be un- 
able to carry Out the difficult 
task of successfully rel aun c hing 
Punch if he was devoting some 
of his time to the. 



Knock-out Punch: MacKny in characteristic guise, and his first issue Photograph: 


The column duly disap- 
peared after its first foray, and 
Fleet Street observers con- 
cluded that that was the end of 
that. 

Imag ine Mr Steven’s aston- 
ishment, then, on opening the 
Mai! on Monday to find his ed- 
itor once agam gracing the 
comment pages with a column. 

By now relations are said to 
have soured somewhat, with Mr 
McKay arguing that he was 
perfectly entitled to write a 
column in fais spare time on 
Sunday and Mr Steven arguing 
that he was not 

After a formal warning, the 
saga came to a head. Mr McK- 


ay refused to drop his column, 
arguing in his defence that Mr 
Steven himself found time to 
write a political column for the 
Mail on Sunday: 

The dispute was not helped 
by Punch’s feeble circulation, 
which at around 45,000 is bare- 
ly more than when it was dosed 
by United. 

Mr McKay finally left the 
magazine yesterday without a 
pay-off two months after it was 
launched with a glittering par- 
ty at Harrods, and one month 
after his deputy, Mike Mollqy, 
also departed. 

It is not dear whether Mr 
McKay will take legal action. 


Mr Steven said last night: 
“I’m very sony that Peter 
McKay has left I believe be had 
the chance of turning Punch 
round, but he behaved in a fash- 
ion wfo'ch made fr inevitable thai 
I could no longer work with 

him ." 

Mr Steven, who now finds 
himself back in the editing seat, 
is expected to begin the search 
for a replacement at once. As 
he has in his gift what some re- 
gard as one of the best jobs in 
Fleet Street, with opportunities 
to be seen around town and a 
salary larger than some news- 
paper editors are paid, the task 
may not prove too onerous. 
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You can now b« In Zorich by 9 cun., board a connocf- 
h*g flight boforo 10, and boat many London nomtops to 
your Europoai dMrtaotion, After bodnocs, taka on 
aorfy waning flight to Zorich and our &50 pjn. to London. 

You nattrt spaod your day much mora affidantly 
than that. And bottar canid for: by Swisxafr bosphaRty. 

The catch? YouTI have to bo an early bird (but not 
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necessarily a night owl). 
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Figures hide the fact that £10m building is designed to integrate chil dren with a range of special needs 

Real story 
behind the 
school with 
the nation’s 
worst results 
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Fran Abrams 

Education Correspondent 


Yesterday Filsham Valley 
School came bottom in the 
Government’s school league 
tables - one of only two cora- 
prehensives in England where 
no pupil gained live high-grade 

This might have been just the 
sort of school whose failures 
ministers aimed to expose when 
they spent £1 2m on publishing 
all exam results, but it isn’t. 

Gillian Shephard, Secretary’ 
of State for Education, clearly 
did not think so when she offi- 
cially opened the East Sussex 
comprehensive in May, two 
years after it took in its first 
pupils. 

The parents of last year's four 
GCSE students, aU*of whom 
had special educational needs, 
did not think so. either. They 
were delighted that their chil- 
dren had taken the exams at alL 

A glance at the tables might 
leave the impression that Fil- 
sham Valley is just another 
struggling comprehensive. In 
fact it is the first of its kind in 
the country; a brand new.£10m 
building designed to integrate 
pupils with physical and senso- 
ry disabilities into mainstream 
education. 

The first three year-groups 
each have a full complement of 
more than 120 children, in- 
cluding seven with special needs 
who work alongside them. The 
top two years each have a hand- 
ful of children with disabilities 
who come from a local special 
school which has closed. 

This year's 16-year-olds, 
who would not have taken ex- 
ams in the special school, man- 
aged 12 CGSEs between them, 
one gaining seven including 
two grade Cs. The hoy’s moth- 


er visited the school in Sep- 
tember and thanked staff for 
the help they had given him. 
He is now taking an informa- 
tion technology course at col- 
lege and is talking about going 
to university. 

League tables, though, do not 
provide the flexibility needed to 
describe such achievements. 
Inspectors from the Office for 
Standards in Education, due to 
visit the school in January, are 
unlikely to criticise it for its low 
exam performance, though, or 
for its high absence rate - some 
children were away for the 
whole of last year, having med- 
ical treatment. 

Local parents are not anxious 
to criticise the school, either. 
They are keen to bring their 
children to one of Britain’s 
best-equipped schools. 

With four technology rooms 
and with modem studios for 
recording, dance and drama, 
most people who come here are 
deeply impressed. 

The head teacher, John 
Voice, is not unduly worried 
about Filsham Valley's league- 
table ranking. 

Local people know why it sits 
so for down the list, he said, and 
the local papers will probably 
not even mention it. 

The inclusion of the school 
makes a mockery of the tables, 
he said. “We were very pleased 
with the GCSE results last sum- 
mer,” he added. “Each pupil 
performed above their expect- 
ed level. ” 

However, future tables 
should show Filsham Valley in 
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Thriving in the shadows; The pupils of Filsham Valley School achieve highly given their difficulties, but the league table give them no credit 


Photograph; Glynn Griffiths 


Shephard ultimatum to Ridings authority 
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Judith Judd 

Education Editor 


a far better light. 

“We look forward to being 
the most-improved school when 
we begin to take GCSE with the 
comprehensive intake,” Mr 
Voice said. “It will, however, be 
another meaningless statistic." 


Inspectors will be sent into all schools 
in Calderdale, West Yorkshire, unless 
the Labour authority agrees to an 
investigation of its services by Friday, 
Gillian Shephard, the Secretary of 
State for Education, threatened 
yesterday. 

She asked Tony Blair, the Labour 
leader, and David Blunkett, the shad- 
ow education secretary, to support her 


demand for an inspection of the coun- 
cil, which admitted that it had failed 
the Ridings schooL 
Labour said she was merely trying 
to divert attention from an interna- 
tional report on maths and science 
which shows English 13-year-olds lag- 
ging behind most of the rest of Europe 
in maths. A spokesman said 
Calderdale had already said j^l^y 
that it would co-operate with an /in- 
spection. The only issue was timjftg* 
Mrs Shephard asked Caldenfifle tb 


volunteer for inspection after inspec- 
tors failed the Ricbngs school- They said 
bad teaching, poor management and 
the authority were all to blame. 

The Government cannot force a lo- 
cal authority to co-operate with such 
an inspection, though the Education 
Bill going through the Commons 
would enable it to do so in future. - 

However, the Office for Standards 
in Education (Ofsted) has powers to. 
inspect any school and could inspect 
all Calderdale’s schools. 


Last week, the councfl said in reply 
to Mrs Shephard’s request that it was 
considering setting up its own inde- 
pendent review and wanted “detailed 
discussions” on the scope of the pro- 
posed inspection. 

Mrs Shephard said; “Calderdale’s 
handling of the Ridings school has 
achieved national notoriety. It is out- 
rageous that the authority should be 
anything other than wholly co-opera- 
tive in welcoming an independent Of- 
sted inspection of their services to 


pupils and parents.” In a letter to the 
council, she demanded a definite re- 
sponse without conditions by the end 
of the week. The inspection is sched- 
uled for the first week of December. 

An Ofccd spokesman said; “We are 
ready to inspect Calderdale and are dis- 
appointed by their prevarication." 

A Labour spokesman said: “Mrs 


Brit 

wasl 


Christian Wafer 


Shephard knows perfectly well that 
Calderdale has agreed to co-operate. 


Calderdale has agreed to co-operate. 
She seems to be trying to create a con- 
flict where none exists.” 
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COMPAQ COMPUTERS 
WITH HUGE SAVINGS 
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NUMBER FOR YOU 


ON YOUR LEGAL FEES WITH 
£250.00 CASHBACK 


Tl 




Tel: 034S 02 38 63 


TIME BY ORGANISING YOUR 
MORTGAGE OVER THE PHONE 


ESS is a leading supplier of 
Compaq PCs, Notebooks and 
Servers and we can provide 
complete network solutions using 
our Novell and NT skills. We are 
experienced at suppiving servers 
lor the small business through to 



Whether You Are Moving Or Remortgaging, 
Phone Now To Find Out How Much 
Y ou Could Save On Your Mortgage. 


large corporate servers. 

ESS can supply the ProSignia 500 
from stock, immediately, at these 
extremely aggressive prices. 

Prices for other configurations 
can be found on our web site: 
wwvr.ess.co.iik 
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direct 

Bradford 

&BINGLEY 


0345 852 852 
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At Mongages Direct we believe in keeping down the cost of your mortgage. 

We Offer a genuine long tenn low cost mongage with a rate of 5.99% ( APR 6.1% yariah l,! 
This means that based on today's rates you could make a total saving of over ES.000 
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Former Labour deputy leader fined 675 by the beak after his dog is involved in bloody killing of royal goose 

>ours 
ler 


Memory 


Streeter 


The last tune the Labour MP 
and former minister Roy 
Hattersley -declined to appear 
for a public engagement, the 
producers of BBCTs satirical 
Have f Cot News For You 
memorably replaced him with 
a tub of lard. 

Yesterday, when the elo- 
quent elder statesman exer- 
cised his right not to appear at 
Bow Street Magistrates, central 
London, there was no obvious 
cooking material on show; but 
the cuBnaiy theme was kept 
alive in a bearing dominated by 
a dead goose. 

The bird in question was an 
innocent grey-lag goose loung- 
ing in St James’s Park before it 
was fatally savaged by the Birm- 
ingham MPs Staffordshire bull 
terrier Buster. 

Tb a courtroom crowded with 
journalists for a case lasting just 
three minutes, Richard Headey, 
for the prosecution, outlined the 
main derails of- the offences. 

He described how police of- 
ficers patrolling the park at 
8.15 am on April 8 this year 
came across the goose so bad- 
ly injured it was "close to 
death”. 

Within an hour witnesses 
had fingered the former shad- 
ow home secretary’s “small 
brown dog" and Mr Hattersley 
was interviewed and cautioned 
at his nearby home. 

At this point the sdpendaxy 
magistrate, Ronald Bartel], in- 
tervened to ask whether the un- 
fortunate goose had been 
destroyed, to be told that sad- 
ly, the animal had died “as a re- 
sult of its injuries*. 

The courtroom revelations 



Dog's fife: Hattersley and his dog Buster (right) were absent from fee hearing. In 
another famous absence on Have 7 Got News For Ybu, he was replaced wife a tub of lard 


did not stop there. Questioned 
by the poBce, Mr Hattersley said 


us pet had been 
chasing a squirrel rather than a 
goose, and later in his letter of 
mitigation described how be 
“cleared up” after his bound 
had responded to a call of na- 
ture-only fejr the clog to escape. 

Mr Hattersely, who pleaded 
guilty by letter to two offences 
in breach of royal park regula- 
tions, added the dog had not 
been intentionally let loose, 
and that he “much regretted" 
the goose's demise. 


He also promised to the 
court be would keep Buster on 
a tighter leash in futnre to 
ensure no repetition of the 
incident. 

The MP, who is standing 
down at the next general elec- 
tion. was fined £75 for allowing 
the dog off the lead and per- 
mitting it to attack the goose, 
and ordered to pay £30 costs. 

Later a spokesman for Mr 
Hattersley, who was speaking in 
his Sparkbrook constituency 
yesterday, issued a statement 
from Mr Hattersley again re- 


gretting the incident but clear- 
ly pointing the linger at his dog’s 
headstrong nature. “He 
[Buster] was never detached 
from the lead. Unfortunately I 
was." 

His office was unable to con- 
firm reports that Buster had 
paid the ultimate price for his 
misdeeds and been castrated af- 
ter the April attack. 

But the dog has clearly been 
rehabilitated in the politician's 
household - today be joins 
his owner for walkies in 
Derbyshire. 



back the 


Liz Hunt 

Health Editor 


A “memory” pill that helps old 
people to recall information as 
easily and accurately us people 


going trials in California and 
Sweden. 

Scientists at a conference in 
Washington DC heard that the 
drug, containing chemicals 
known as ampul ines, also im- 
proves recall in people us young 
as 20. 

Dr Gary Lynch, a neu- 
ropharmacologisi at the Uni- 
versity of California at Irv ine, 
said the drugs could one day he 
used by students cramming for 
exams. “We're going to need 
some kind of legislation on 
how we use these drugs," he tokl 
the Society for Neuroscience. 

The findings have implica- 
tions for those with .Alzheimer's 
disease, which causes progres- 
sive dementia. 

Ia the study, at the 
Kurolinksa Institute in Stock- 
holm. a dozen men aged be- 
tween 65 and 73 who were 
taking the drug scored higher in 
memory tests than men taking 
a placebo. Medium doses of am- 
palrines doubled their scores, ac- 
cording to a report in New 
Scientist , while higher doses 
trebled them, bringing the 
scores into tbc range seen for 
20- to 25-ycar-olds. in younger 
people the effect was less dra- 
matic but still detectable. 

Ampakincs arc thought to 
improve the flow of information 
between cells. 

Any therapeutic drug based 
on the chemical is some years 
away but American scientists 
plan to uy it on Alzheimer's pa- 
tients early next year. 


British Library is £ 511 m 
waste of money, say MPs 


Christian Mfolmar 

Westminster Correspondent , 

The building of the British Li- 
brary “could be used as a mod- 
el of how not to manage a major 
construction project", according 
to a report by an afr party group 
of MPs. 

While the scheme has at- 
tracted criticism before because 
of the constantly rising caste and 
the lack 6f controls, tins attack 
by the Common^ Public Ac- 
counts Committee is remark- 
able in the strength of its 
language. It adds: “We look to 
the Treasury to ensure that all 
government departments and 
agenues are made aware of the 
lessons which have arisen.” 


The Committee, which ex- 
amined the National Audit Of- 
fice-report published in May, 
criticises virtually every aspect 
of the project, from the outset 
when no budget was drawn up 
for the whole project, until the 
present time, when, as recent- 
ly as June 1996, the cash limit 
was increased from £450m to 
£Sllm. 

Mostoftheincreasecamein. 
the early stages of the project 
and relate to unsound electri- 
cal cabling, faulty fire-sprin- 
klers and a defective mech- 
anical book shelving system. 

Construction of the new li- 
brary at St Pancras, first an- 
nounced in 1974, was started in 
1982, but now the building will 


not be completed until 1999 (af- 
ter initially being promised for 
1991). Yet, despite the expen- 
diture of such ahuge som, the 
. library will proride only 12 per 
cent more seats than the exist- 
ing Bloomsbury premises in 
the British Museum. 

Th6^Committee lays the 
blam e- W the Department of 
National Heritage, which is 
nowresponsible for the project. 

It is particularly critical of 
Lain j Management,' the con- 
struction managers, whom the 
department estimates will re- 
ceive £38m in fees by the time 
the project is completed. This 
is because most of the fees 
were based on the construction 
cost and as it rose, so did tbe fee. 
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One bill. 



Orange Talkshare. Two reduced 
price phones. One Talk Plan with 
shared minutes. One connection 
charge. One monthly bill. 

■ 60 minutes of free talk time to share 
each month for only £37.50 (plus VAT). 

■ Calls between Orange phones only 
lOp per minute (plus VAT! throughout 
the week. 

■ Weekend calls only 5p per minute 
(plus VAT) for all local, national and 
Orange to Orange calls. 

■ Orange benefits include per second 
billing., free 12 months insurance with 

Find out more about Talkshare at 


Dancall del twin pack 

(r.r.p.) 

24 hour replacement and a 14 day 
money back guarantee. 

Both phones will receive new numbers 
from Orange Persona) Communications 
Services Ltd. 

Connection to Orange Talkshare is 
subject to status and a one off 
connection charge of 230 (plus VAT). 

Your Orange contract will be for a 
minimum of 12 months. 
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orange 

























Class action: Students at the launch in Kanningfton, south London, of the Campaign for Free Education. Speakers at the rally included the veteran Labour MP Tony Benn 


Photograph: Nik Strange love 


Fuses blow over Tory tax ‘bombshell 


Political crossfire leaves casualties as 
civil service head dragged into row 


Anthony Bevins 

Political Editor 


Labour and itae Conservatives were 
locked in combat last night after (he 
Tories dropped their latest tax 
“bombshell". 

Treasury Chief Secretary William 
TVhldegrave said shadow Chancellor 
Gordon Brawn was planning 89 tax 


and spend policies that would add 
a further £30 billion to public spend- 


a further £30 billion to public spend- 
ing - costing the average family an 
around £1,200 a year. 

Mr Brown opened up a Labour 
counter-barrage, saying: “Having 
lied about their own tax plans, and 
raised taxes 22 times against all 
promises, they are now lymg about 
Labour's tax and spending plans." 
The exercise left a significant num- 
ber of casualties including collateral, 
friendly-fire injuries suffered by Sir 
Robin Butler, Cabinet Secretary 
and Head of the Home Civil service, 
who was dragged into the centre of 
a crude political dogfight- In Feb- 
ruary, Sir Robin instructed White- 
hall officials to obey ministerial 
instructions on the costing of Op- 


position policies. 
The second victin 


The second victim wasMrWalde- 
grave, who faced a revival of the high- 
ly-damaging complaints made 
against him in the Scott report on 
arms to Iraq, which accused him of 
using “sophistry", and making state- 
ments that were “apt to mislead", 
“not remotely arguable", “incapable 


of being sustained by serious argu- 
ment" and just plain “untrue". 
Labour was also shown to have 
made statements that might have 
been taken as pledges, but which Mr 
Brown yesterday flatly repudiated. 
He made it plain, for example that, 
Labour’s co mmi tment to a publicly 
owned and accountable railway sys- 
tem was not a priority. “We have 
made no financial commitment to 
that," Mr Brown said. “What we have 
said is that British Rail wQl be re-cre- 
ated as a public-led body. But we are 
making no commitment to buying 
shares or anything else." 

The day’s battle began with Mr 
WaJdegrave issuing a dossier listing 
89 alleged Labour commitments. 
“Each is backed by firm pledges from 
Labour spokesmen or in Labour Par- 
ty documents," Mr Whldegrave said. 
“The total cost of these commitments 
comes to £30 billion.” 

Labour replied in the afternoon 
with a dossier of its own, repudiat- 
ing the basis of the Tory allegations 
- attempting to defuse the “bomb- 
shell" that worked so effectively in 
the last General Election. 

Rebuttal followed rebuttal as the day 
wore on, with the Conservatives is- 
suing a further dosser at 7pm, head- 
ed, Labour's £30bUlion Cover-up: 
Labour's Rebuttal Rebutted. Mr 
WkJdegrave sakL “At tbe end of a day 
of hot air from a clearly rattled 
Labour Party, round one has been 
won by the Conservative Party." 


That result was less dear-cut to those 
who had tried to get Mr Waldegrave 
to answer some bask: questions at his 
morning press conference. He had 
said that the £30bn costing was 
“equivalent to Labour putting the ba- 
sic rate of income tax back up from 
24 pence to 33 pence, the level un- 
der the last Labour Government, and 
the higher rate up from 40 pence to 
70 pence. That would cost the av- 
erage family around £1,200 a year." 
However, when Mr WaJdegrave was 
asked to say how much Conservative 
tax increases had cost the average 
family since the last election, he be- 
came coy.“We had to put up ta*-s 
during the recession in order to pa} 
for spending at the present level." 
Neither Mr Wildegrave, nor Brian 
Mawhinney, the Conservative Par- 
ty chairman, would repeat the com- 
mitment given during the last 
election, that there would be no fur- 
ther extension of value-added tax- 
a 1992 pledge broken with VAT on 
domestic fuel and power. 

Opening a pre-emptive strike against 
the Conservatives last week, Mr 
Brown said: “The Tories have raised 
taxes 22 times since the last election, 
including the rise in National In- 
surance, cutting the married couple's, 
cutting mortgage interest tax relief, 
and the unfairest tax of all, VAT on 
fuel. If the Chancellor cuts the ba- 
sic rate of tax by 2p in the Budget, 
the typical family will still be paying 
almost £500 more in tax per year." 



That Labour wilt: 


Introduce national minimum wage 

Tory costing;- £3, 700m 

Source: ‘There should be and will be ... a statutory 

minimum wage" (Tony Blair 1996 Labour conference). 

Casting assumption: Impact on public sector pay bill 

of minimum wage set at half median male earnings, 

with domino effect on differentials. 

Labour response: The minimum wage level will be set 
"according to the economic circumstances of the time". 


Return business rates to local control: Costing 
£1 ,400m. 

Source: "We propose to return the business rate to lo- 
cal control subject to protection for local businesses." 
New Opportunities for Business, 2996}. 

Costing assumption: Increase of 1.9 per cent a year in 
business rate - an extra (me percentage point. 

Labour response: Their approach "not designed to raise 
more money but to assist the development of a real 
partnership between the business and the locality." 


.. : .. Kltitf- 


increase spending on house-building 


increase spending on h 
Tory costing: £2,b00m 


Dogfight between Waldegrave 
(above) Brown left casualties 



Source: "We need to... allow local councils to invest 
capital receipts to build and renovate homes." (Draft 
manifesto, New Labour, New Ufe for Britain, 1996) 
Costing assumption: Total amount of capital receipts 
set aside since 1990 m England estimated at £7.3bn. 
If released over five years at £1.5bn a year, could be 
topped up with annual receipts. 

Labour response: "All of Labour's plans for council 
house spending will come from the phased release of 
existing receipts currently held by local authorities." 


Introduce sabbaticals for teachers 
Tory costing £ 1 ,300m. 

Source: “We should explore arrangements to provide 
sabbatical terms to help people recharge batteries and 
further develop their skills." (Blair, January 1996). 
Costing assumption: Teachers with 10 years' service 
taking four months off: those with 15 years' service 
taking full year; and 170,000 teachers with current 15 
years' service. Cost of £4.25bn spread over five years. 
Labour n mr w n wf? Spokesman David Blunkett said that 
costs would have to be funded from existing resources; 
lower early retirement costs and industry sponsorships. 
"There would be no new money." 


Divt 

cuts 


Clare 6 *wmr 


increase overseas aid 
Tory costing: £2,298m 

Source: "Labour will start to reverse the decline in UK. 
aid spending.” (New Labour, New Life). 

Costing assumption: Restoration of the aid budget to 
the 1979 level, of 0.52 per cent of GNR 
Labour response: labour has no such commitment 


End council tax capping 
Tory costing £l,200m 

Source: “Crude council tax capping should go, though 
as any government must, we will retain reserve powers 
in extreme cases.” (New Labour. New Ufe). 

Costing assumption: Local authority spending increase 
of extra one percentage point a year, equivalent to 1.9 


Reduce social security benefit tapers 
Tory costing: £2 ,000 nr 
Source: "We will: combine our long-term objective of a 
lower rate of income tax . . . with reductions in the 
rate of benefit withdrawal.” {New Labour, New Ufe). 
Costing assumption: A reduction of the maximum mar- 
ginal rate of benefit withdrawal, for every extra £1 
earned, from 97 per cent to 84 per cent 
Labour response: Initial outlay would come from anti- 
fraud measures, but "we expect that within three years 
of implementation, a benefit-to-work strategy ... will 
start to reap substantial savings forthe taxpayer." 


per point increase in council tax. 

Labour response: "We will retain reserve powers, 1 


Minimum guaranteed income for pensioners 
Costing £1, 100m 

Source: "Labour will... examine ways of getting better 
automatic help to the poorest pensioners.” (New 
Labour, New Ufe). 

Costing assumption: A minimum guaranteed income of 
£80 a week would cost £4, 300m. 

Labour response: "We believe that the pension entitle- 
ment could achieve significant savings in the adminis- 
tration of the benefits system." 


li «*.i. » 1 

i. .-.-iiuto r ttr 1 

w!' • 

! i. . buy 

:i • 

i m: :(vpnip 

: • •*:. ’ . 

!n»' i.- .it ytv I hi 
In; -.k'.itto h» 
** -Jlv hid 

.•! 

it : The » 

•*. i • • n^itlby ih 

:■■■*■ I 

.<•. .hi iiiti i 
:!i.‘ !*•> J»U 

• hi.- twin* 
•■•Ic'-.-li !.» (lie « 
I: «, ,i . ,i s vr> tj 
N.»ndv 


s.mnv fT*«l 
!!! 'll i«im- 

Jiifi'i i,5 “4* and 



Five hard-and-fast pledges are 
endorsed by party rank and file 


• -'in. thing**!! 

ji-Mtivc.' fty 
Jr l.ih- M the 
i: rhi-. .i . 

.il-i’i.Mili ' it) 

r:i 

1 b • Ci*B 

I | hi; «* 
•mipli- .4 j V.iUtin 
.C! .1:111::.- itiwr v 

I'fh-uUi-r? 


Big enough, 

if you are. 


Anthony Bevins 


Labour has just five hard-and-fast pledges, 
the solid commitments that the party 

agreed m its draft manifesto. New Labour, 
New Ufe for Britain. 

The pledges, endorsed by a mass vote of 
rank-and-file party members, axe: 

■ A cut in dass sizes to 30 or under for all 
five-, six- and seven-year-olds; 

■ Fast-track punishment for persistent 
young offenders; 

■ Cut National Health Service waiting lists 
by treating an extra 100,000 patients; 

■ Get 250,000 under-25s off benefit and 
into work; and 

■ Set tough rules for government spend- 


The bill for action 
could look very 
different from the 
account presented 


Yesterday's Conservative dossier said 
that statisticians at the Department of 


Education and Employment “calculate 
that between 4.900 and 10,300 extra 
teachers would be needed in England 
and Tftfales”.to fulfil thejpledge. The total 
cost for the United Kingdom is put at 
£2 10m. 

Even the Conservatives calculate that 
Labour's fast-track punishment for young 
offenders would cost only £5m_ 

Labour says that it would provide 
funding for a cut in National Health Ser- 
vice waiting lists by “releasing £l00m 
saved from NHS red tape". The Conserv- 


Call 0345 699 777 for the bigger picture on the new Audi A3. 
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and strengthen the economy. 

Labour says that it would finance the cut 
in dass sizes by phasing out the assisted- 
places scheme, but the lories estimate that 
would pay for less than one-third of the cosl 


atives said yesterday that it would cost con- 
siderably more to cut waiting lists hy 
100,000. 

It said: “Labour claim that this money 
would be redirected from the cost of ad- 
ministering the internal market. However, 
abo lishing the internal market would in fact 
cost more money." 

As for the long-standing commitment on 
unemployed unaer-25, Labour has said it 
would fund that by using some of the mon- 
ey raised from the windfall- tax on priva- 
tised utilities. 

Yesterday’s Conservative costing on 
that pledge was £50Om, with 400.000 un- 
der-25s unemployed for more than six 




der-25s unemployed for more than six 
months each year. The gross cost would be 
an estimated £S60in, with benefit savings 
of £420m, but there would be extra first- 
year costs, according to the Tory dossier, 
because action would need to be taken for 
the existing pool of 270,000 under-25s un- 
employed for more than 6 months. 
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DELL DIMENSION” XPS PRO 180n 

• INTEL* 180MHz PENTIUM* PRO PROCESSOR 

• 16Mb EDO RAM 

• 256KB CACHE. ?Gb 0DE HARD DRIVE 

• NUMBER 9 REALITY 332 PCI GRAPHICS CARD 
WITH 2M8 VIDEO MEMORY 

• 15‘ COLOUR SVGA MONITOR 
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• EIGHT SPEED CD ROM DRIVE 
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How can Dell offer a PC with the latest 180MHz Pentium® Pro processor and 
Microsoft® Office Professional for just £1,299 (£ 1 , 555.70 incl. Del. & VAT)? 
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news 


Justice system for juveniles attacked as 
shambles despite costing £lbn a year 


money is wasted on this 


Jason Bemwtto 

Crime Correspondent 

The justice system for juve- 
niles b in disaEhy and failing to 
cut crime, despite costing £lbn 
ayear, the official public spend- 
ing watchdog says today. 

A study by the Audit Com- 
mission states that “less is done 
now than a decade ago to ad- 
dress offending by young peo- 
ple”. Only 3 pef cent of the 
estimated 7 milli on offences 
committed by those aged 10 to 
17 each year result in arrests and 
action by the criminal justice sys- 
tem, it says. It adds that there 
is little or no assessment of 
whether schemes to prevent 
offending actually work. 

The overall impression ob- 
tained by the commission in a 
18-month inquiry is of a youth 
justice system in an expensive 
mess with almost no agreed na- 
tional strategies and with local 
authorities acting as an emer- 


The commission recom- 
mends a radical shift of re- 
sources from “processing” 
young offenders through the 
courts to tftffMwg their behav- 
iour and its causes. But the 
Home Office yesterday reject- 
ed suggestions fay the comms- 
sion to give local authorities a 
greater role in dealing with ju- 
venile criminals.- 
. The police in En gland and 
Wdes spend about £660m ayear 
on juvenile crime, much of non 
identifying around 150,0906f- 
fenders. About three out of five 
of those aged 10 to 17 are usu- 
ally just cautioned- Once a 
. young offender is detained, a 
police officer completes around 
40 forms. It cost another £2300 
to achieve a prosecution, in a 
process which typically takes 
four months from arrest to sen- 
tence and an average four ap- 
pearances before court. 

But despite the time and 
money expended, half of those 


diverting around a fifth of young 
offenders -those involved in the 
‘ less seriou&crimes- away from 
the presbii system into pro- 
grammes know as “caution 
plus” - thus saving £40m an- 

' miafiy oe court costs. 

• The-^Jonhamptonshire Di- 
vendontJmi is'highHghled as an 
succes£&il example of such a 

programme, which involves a 

pohce j&priofl hacked up' by 

compensation for victims and' 
action ^^ddress offendiDghfr- 
' havioiB-. 1 There’ are similar 
schema^ throughout the 
Nethea&ndsl 

In <«Bchisicm the Commis- 
son safe. “The current system 
for deafbg with youth crime is 
in^6a&t and expensive, while 
little if -facing done to deal ef- 
fectively with juvenile nui- 
sarice^-- 

Jad^r Straw, .the shadow 
Home-Secretary, said; “As this 
repoqtisbows the current youth 


a fail 


-v.T-f.y- :■ 
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authorities acting as an emer- money expended, half of those justkpsystem is an extraordi- 
gency service rather than a pre- proceeded against effectively naiy shambles. Transforming 
ventjve one. faced no real sanction - with • itisaSbp priority for Labour.” 


Labour, penal affairs groups, 
and the probation services yes- 
terday seized upon the report 
as evidence that the current gov- 
ernment strategy was failing . 

The study is a blow to the 
Tories in the run-up to the 
election, when Jaw and order, 
particularly youth crime, is like- 
ly to be a key issue. 


their cases being discontinued, 
dtsmiswi or ending in a dis- 
charge, the report says. 

It points out that although 
there are a Dumber of pro- 
grammes designed to prevent 
offending they are not asessed 
regularly, “so there is no op- 


le report recommends 


Diversion tactic 
cuts youth crime 


Clare Garner 


It was nothing a £3.50 window 
lock couldn’t fee Just a question 
of who fixed it 

The same boy who slipped 
through the tiny pantry window 
to burgle the property returned 
to the house weeks Later- this 
time to secure the catch. 

The victim bad wanted to 
know how she had been btngied 
and the offender was able to 
show her. The reconcfliatioD 
was arranged by the Northamp- 
tonshire Diversion Unit which 
acted as an mterraediaiy be- 
tween the two parties and ar- 
rived at the mutually accepted 
resolution to the crime. 

“It was a very shnple; thing,” 
said Sandy PragoeH, the unit 
manager. “It only cost the of- 
fender £330; and. both parties 
got something-out of it Some- 
thing positive?* This is an every- 
day tale at the unit which 
applies a “partnership 
approach” in place of the legal 
system. 

The Audit Commission has 
highlighted the unit as an ex- 
ample of a “caution plus” pro- 
gramme - one which steers 
young offenders away from 


crime and compensates vic- 
tims. Of the 40 per cent who re- 
turned a survey about the unit, 

. 90-95 per. cent of offenders 
and 89 per cent of victims said 
they were satisfied with the 
outcome of its work. 

■ Fust-time offenders in 
Northamptonshire are given, a 
warning and those who reoffend ; 
are referred to die diveisoa unit 
- approximately 1,200 each 
year- of which the majority are 
men under 25. Research by 
Nene College, in Northampton, 
has shownthat those who go to 
the unit axe less likelyto coin- 
mn a third crime than those who 
went through the courts. 

The umt’sstreQgtii is ife mul- 
ti-agency make-up. The 29 staff 
are seconded from the police, 
probation, health, education, so- 
dal services and youth service. 
enahHngthrantopool expertise. 

. As an alternative to court, it 
may sound like a soft option. 
But Miss Pragnell masted the 
opposite was true. “The major 
reason some opt for the courts 
is that working with ns is too . 
bard," she said. “We confront 
them. We say: *You know you've 
committed this offence. What 
are yon going to do about itT” 
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Read the story behind 
the headlines on: 


Misspent Youth: 

Young fleofrie and Crime 

: £20.00 


0800 502030 


for your copy 


fDavid Maclean, the. 
^Office minister, argued 
jtioQ was being taken to 
sp courts and deal with 

■indiscipline. 






Point of Jaw; Report says programmes to prevent offending are not assessed regularly 


■ Youth crime costs public 
services £lbn. Needs an 
overhaul. 

■ System is expensive, 
slow and inefficient. 

■ Only 3 per cent of 
estimated 7 million crimes 
by juveniles each year 
result in arrest and court 
action. 

■ “Less is done now than 
a decade ago to address 
offending by young 
people,” says the study. 

■ Anti-offending 
programmes should be 
assessed. More 
intensive supervision for 
persistent offenders 
needed. 

■ Greater co-ordination in 
local authorities and 
central government 
needed. 


Photograph: David Rose 
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Celebrating its 
Fifth Anniversary 

On 3rd December 1996 
The Independent 
will publish a Special pullout 
Supplement highlighting the 
campaign’s work to increase 
the quality and quantity of 
women's participatfon in the 
' A workforce. 
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We all have enough to worry about today 7.25% in year 3, 8% in year 4 and 10% gross So if you re after a guaranteed return without the 

without fretting about what tomorrow will bring. p.a- in year 5. All absolutely guaranteed. And suspense, why not drop into your local Nationwide 

That’s why; an investment with a guaranteed how do we do it? Weil, its all to do with our branch and start building for your future. 


return is so reassuring. 


. And its even better when that return builds 
up to a great 10% in the fifth year. 


decision to remain a building society. 

With no outside shareholders to keep happy 
we’re free to put our customers first, and plough 
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Euro-sceptics 
win vote with 
Labour help 


Minister baite up right tree 


Cofin Brown 

Chief Political Corespondent 

Tory Euro-sceptics yesterday 
joined Labour to inflict an em- 
barrassing defeat on the Gov- 
ernment over claims that 
Britain's “opt out" from the Eu- 
ropean single currency has been 
undermined by Brussels. 

John Major now faces the 
threat of renewed Tory back- 
bench rebellions in the run-up 
to the election, unless he blocks 
the measures by the European 
Commission which the Tory 
MPs claim would rob Britain of 
its opt-out and hand control of 
monetary policy horn the Chan- 
cellor to the Governor of the 
Bank of England. 

Tory Euro-sceptic MPs 
packed into a meeting in a 
committee room at Westminster 
to give a show of strength 
against the Government for re- 
fusing to aiiow the claims to he 
aired in the chamber of the 
Commons. 

The Speaker, Betty 
Boothroyd, was drawn into the 
row to force the Government to 
back down and allow the debate 
to go ahead, after the defeat by 
six votes to seven in the com- 
mittee. 

Tory MP John WhittingdaJe, 
a former aide to Baroness 


Thatcher, broke the Govern- 
ment’s majority on the com- 
mittee when he yoLed with 
Opposition MPs. 

The rebellion was seen as a 
clear threat by the Euro-scep- 
tics to end their pre-election 
truce with the Government if 
John Major fails to reject the 
proposals by the European 
Commission which they claim 
would open Britain to fines for 
failing to meet the targets on 
debt for those inside the Euro- 
pean single currency. 

The Prime Minister shrugged 
off the defeat and the threat of 
fines was “something right ai the 
end of the road ... So it is very 
much a last resort. This is one 
of the things that is being dis- 
cussed as part of the so-called 
stability pad." 

The call for a full debate on 
European Monetaiy Union was 
also backed by Tory former 
ministers Kenneth Baker. John 
Redwood and chairman of the 
Foreign Affairs select commit- 
tee David Howell. 

Mr Redwood said Commis- 
sion proposals would mean 
Britain would be forced to ac- 
cept “price stability” as its prime 
target for the economy. “The 
Government should tell us how 
high interest rates would have 
to go to get down to zero in- 


flation.” he said 

The row came as Robin 
Cook, Labour’s foreign 
spokesman, - signalled that 
moves on a referendum on 
Britain’s entry into a single 
currency could come early in a 
Parliament under a Labour 
government. 

A Referendum Act, could 
pave the way for Labour’s plans 
for widescale constitutional re- 
form and Britain’s entry into a 
single currency, Mr Cook told 
a Westminster press gallery 
luncheon. 

Labour is pl anning a series 
of referendums, including one 
on devolved powers to a Scot- 
tish Parliament, and the “par- 
ent” referendum act could 
therefore avoid rows over «r, h 
of the measures blocking 
Labour's legislative pro- 
gramme.. 

The referendum could be 
triggered by an order which 
could be passed later through 
Parliament with a simple ma- 
jority vote. The will be seen as 
an attempt to avoid the refer- 
endum on a single currency be- 
ing blocked by Euro sceptic 
Parliamentary tactics and the 
business of a Labour govern- 
ment becoming bogged down in 
the early months after the gen- 
eral election. 



Supersurgery 

revolution put 
back a year 


John (Summer, the Environment Secretary, hugging a silver birch which he planted 
yesterday outside St Thomases Hospital, London, to mark National Tree week. “1 was 
told it would be good for me and I’ll do anything that’s good for me, ” he said. . 


Cofin Brown 

Chief Political Correspondent 

Pilot schemes for family doctors’ 
“supersurgeries" and perhaps 
health clinics in supermarkets 

will be delayed for a year under 

the NHS Primary Care Bill 
published yesterday by the 
Health Secretary, Stephen 

Don® 11 - „ , * 

The Bill allocates £6m for the 
preparation of the plans by 
doctors for expanding their ser- 
vices, but none of the pilot 
schemes will be given the go- 
ahead until the next financial 
year, starting in April 1998. 

Although the measure is a 
flagship for the Tbries in the nm- 
up to the election, it signalled 
the Government will use the ex- 
tra £5 00m for the health service 
to be announced with the Chan- 
cellor's Budget next week to 
avert a crisis this win ter in NHS 
hospitals. 

The Independent has learned 
that Mr Docrell is expecting hos- 
pitals to make ends meet this 
winter with flexibility over the 
rules requiring a 6 per cent re- 
turn on capital 

Mr Dorrell came under fire 
in the Commo ns yesterday from 
Chris Smith, Labour's health 
spokesman, for the spending 
crisis facing hospitals this win- 
ter, but he ruled out any emer- 
gency injection of cash before 
the end of the year. 

It is expected that Mr Dorrell 


will announce that national pay 
awards for NHS managers will 
be held down while more 
generous pay awards arc given 
to nurses ana doctors next year 
to answer Labour’s allegations 
that the higher spending on the 
NHS is being swallowed up by 
bureaucrats. 

The health minister, 
Baroness Cumbcriedgc, and 
Baroness Jay, the Labour front 
bench spokeswoman on health, 
will go “head to head” in the 
Lords over the Bill, which is 
due in the Commons in 
January. _ . 

Under the BiH fexnfly doctors 

will be able to open “super- 
surgeries” offering NHS pa- 
tients a wider range of services, 
including small operations and 
special care for chronic Alness- 
es such as asthma. 

Hospitals will be able to em- 
ploy GPs for the firet time, but 
there is a power in the bill to al- 
low organisations outside the 
NHS, which could include su- 
permarkets. to offer primary 
care on the NHS. 

A White Paper to be pub- 
lished next month will pave 
the way for nurses at practices 
to do work which is currently 
reserved for GPs. 

The BMA is pushing for GPs 
to be given a “core contract” 
with payments for all addition- 
al items, but ministers arc re- 
sisting the idea because of the 
potential cost. 
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Save water now or be 
caught short in future 


Nicholas Schoon 

Environment Correspi 


PH ONES — SAVE VS clO 









The nation's toilets needtebang- 
ing, urgently, to cut water 
wastage and reduce the risk of 
shortages, a cross-party com- 
mittee of MPS said yesterday. 

. - In a report prompted by sev- 
eral/severe droughts in the past 
sfcven years, the House of Com- 
mons Environment Commit- 
tee $ai± “Reducing the volume 
of water being flushed down 
WCs is a priority.” 

That measure alone could cut 
household consumption by 10 
per cent - “sufficient to mitigate 
any effects of climate change 
which are now predicted to 
occur.” 

The committee wants the 
standard flush on all new 
cisterns to be six litres, and in- 
centives to encourage people to 
replace their current nine- or 
l>litre cisterns. “Wfe cannot 
afford to wait 50 years for old 
cisterns to wear out,” says its 
report 

But fen: the water companies, 


the highest priority of all should 
be to reduce mains leakage; for 
some companies a quarter or 
more of water collected and 
treated escapes before it reach- 
es the customers. The industry’s 
regulator, Ofwat, should set a 
marnruim limi t for companies 
on how much can seep out of 
their pipe networks “as soon as 
possible”, said the committee 
chairman Andrew Bennett. 

The report is highly sceptical 
about increasing the number of 
water meters as a way of per- 
suading customers to use water 
more wisely. The MPs visited 
low-income families on a Lon- 
don estate with meters. 

“We saw families beset by 
worries about paying metered 
water charges,” says their re- 
port They accepted evidence 
that bygiene might be threat- 
ened and disease encouraged 
when poor, anxious people 
wash themselves and their 
clothes less, share baths and 
flush the toilet less frequently. 

But the MPs also doubted 
whether metering would make 


affluent households which are 
heavy water users - those with 
big gardens and sprinklers, and 
swimming pools - use less. 

Instead of meters, other ways 
of curbing households* steadi- 
er rising demand for water 
should be tried. Dishwashers 
and washing machines which 
minimise water use should be 
given “eco-labels”. 

□ The sea water at 10 per 
cent of Britain’s 472 designat- 
ed bathing beaches still failed 
to meet the minimum, basic 
standards for sewage bacteria 
set by the European Union 
this summer, the Government 
said yesterday. 

The directive came into force 
nearly 20 years ago but Britain 
was allowed to comply by the 
end of 1995; it still fails to’. The 
Government said the water in- 
dustry, now privatised in Eng- 
land and Wdes, had spent £2bn 
in recent years on coastal sew- 
erage improvements which had 
pushed up the pass rare for 
beaches from below 70 per 
cent to 90 per cent. 
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Down goes the 
cost of your motor 
and home contents 
insurance with our 
no daims discount 
Call how for details. 
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er over cuts 


MacdonaW 

Media Correspondent 


Cras/j, "David Cronenberg's dis- 
tib^ing film about a group of 
people wbo find car crashes 
and resnliiog usuries erotic, has 
oeen banned - at least ton. 

Ppra^ - from being shown m 
the Wfest End of London. 

^stminster City Ctomcirs fr- 
ee oang^b^mmittee imposed 

an interim nrnhihrfinn wctiwU. 


£ ^e film, despite 
appeals from 50 ieatfing film 
makers to allow it be released. 

In a statement, councfllore 
said they had three serious con- 
cetns about the ajotrowssial film 
t^ed on JG Ballard’s novel 
which won the special jury prize 
at this year’s Cannes Filin 
Festival. 

The first was “the sex scene in- 
volvinjg a woman wearing cal- 
lipers^ The second, the final sex 
scene, involving a man who 
forces his wife’s car off the road 
and then has sex with her after 
she is thrown from the car, and 
the third the statement by one 
of the characters, Vaughan, that 
“car crashes axe fertilising, and 
not destructive”. 

White not explicitly caffing for 
the scenes to be cut, the coun- 
cillors •‘would be reluctant for the 
film lo be shewn in Westminster 
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Road rage: Scenes from Canadian d 


David Cronenberg’s latest film. 


which has been banned from London's West End. Some Critics have described the movie as ‘depraved' 


in the form shown today”. Their - dogs.” 
mling is crucial because it puts The committee riwirmam 
the film out of bounds for many John Bull, said: “It’s exceeding- 
of the leading Wsa End cmemas. ly weD made, you can't take ihar 
Tbe film is duetogo on genet- away. But if you are agtrfnp me 
al release in Britain in January, personally whether I enjoyed the 
After viewing the film coun- film, I can be quite honest, I 
dDore’ reactions were mixed, could live without it/* 


DAILY POEM 


Coleridge goes scuba-divfntg 

By Pauline Stainer 

How it intoxicates - 
to have tux for half an hour 

the sea-bed 
a quilt of India stuff 
tasselled and fringed 

a pillar of krill 
passing through me 
in corpo transparenie 

the flashing cipher 
of eels as they graze 
my wetsuit 

glass-fish 

whh invisible yisceru, 

floaters &t an eye ‘ / 

and even, hffv 

that other implausible cargo - 
afterimage- ‘ . . 

die swallow • ' 

supporting the sun 
on one wing. 

Phufine Stainer’s TheWound-dressefs Dream (Bloodaxe) has 
been shortlisted for the 1996 Whitbread Poetry Award. She 
has been described as a poet “working at the margins of die 
sacred” in any verse that is both intellectual and sensory. Many 
of her poems are constructed on a bedrock jof religious and 
liturgical allusions, but she draws too from the visual as well 
as the literaxy arts, and relishes an impressive familiarity with 
chemistry and optics. 


P roIlib ib'on but retain the to an increasingly eager public, eanive director of Crush, Chris 
iKL r * m ® tfW!me !y to be pmtf the Bnmh Board of right to continue the ban if The fitaMnates Mike Leigh and Amy, said: “1 think the key 

^ Oa^canon the BBFC give K an 18 certifi- Duncan Kenworthysay the film word here is ‘interim’." 

b to mte on the film.Iatex this cate in hs present form. fa a ‘^voik of art” which should He added: “The marter now 

year " as it has, the . Meanwhile, momentum is be shown uncut. . rests, as ft should have done all 

^BntDaviH i commrtlec wiQ re«»isider the gathering for Oath to be shown After the meeting, the co-ex- the way through, with the BBFC 

would have thought It was ~ ~ ~ ~ ' 

allowable viewing for adults if 
they don’t mind deg radation 
and^ violence towards women and 


“We are delighted that the work of art, which is how we 
council has taken that view and think of this film from the 
we continue our discussions bottom of our hearts, gets the 
with BBFC chairman James opportunity to be seen in an 
Bei man. uncut form by the British 

“All we really want is that our public. ” 
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There's more 
to quality 
than meets 
the eye. 


Quality can sometimes be difficult to quantify. 
With PCs, it's simple. The higher the quality, the 
lower the cost of ownership. Fujitsu ErgoPro 
PCs are designed to provide the highest levels 
of build quality and reliability, which means they 
are up and running faster and keep on running. 
But there are many other aspects of ErgoPro’s 
focus on quality that help reduce costs. 

Ergonomic keyboards, low emission 
monitors, low noise output and pin-sharp 
graphics are features that produce a more 
relaxed operating environment and hence 
improve end-user productivity. Comprehensive 
desk-top management facilities, pre-installed 
LAN software and plug-and-play connections 
make network control more effective and 
upgrading much easier 

High levels of security protection cause 
potential thieves to think twice and future-proof 
technology enables growth without system 
replacement 

It all adds up to superb investment 
protection. And at really keen prices. Check the 
ErgoPro range out for yourself, and do some 
comparisons. You could be in for a pleasant 
surprise. 


For more information 
please phone FUJITSU ICL 
Computers on 0345 123 555 
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Esther Leach 

The long-awaited report on a 
weekend of rioting in Bradford, 
published yesterday, has met 
with disappointment and anger. 

After IB months of inquiries, 
into the unrest, which caused 
more 'than £lm thnwp M in 
June East yearj the 200^page 
document made -no recom- 
mendations. . . 

Instead, its three authors, 
led by the solicitor and former 
deputy town dak John Barratt 
presented a reflection of the 
views of people living and work- 

Schools wage 
winning battle 

Schools in one of the most 
deprived urban areas of 
Britain are havens of civili- 
sation and educational en- 
deavour; says an inspectors'’ 
report pnbUshed yesterday, 
writes Judith Judd. 

Schools in Manningham, 
Bradford, scene of last year’s 
riots, contain weU-motivaied 
children and committed staff, 
believing in the possibility of 
improvement and working 
hard to effect it -the inspec- 
tors said. 

The main problems identi- 
fied were the poor grasp of 
English of many of the Asian 
pupils, and a high level of ab- 
senteeism caused by long vis- 
its abroad to see relatives. ■ 


mg in M anningham, the scene 
of the disturbances which were 
triggered by the surest of a 
group of Asian youths playing 
a 'noisy game of ftiotbalL . 

“Britam is awash with reports 
which mate executive Tecom- 
menefcufoni* Mr B^iratt said. 
“Bradford na£ the expertise in 
the issues wised in the repost 
... tbeyjustbeed tobefocused. 


’ The message is - read the 
report and ... debate the issues." 

But there was cfear ttisazH 
pointment and frustration® tnc 
reaction to the report, the va- 
lidity of which has already been 
questioned after one of its au- 
thors. the trade unionist Mo- 
hammed 'Ey, refused to endorse 
it just days before publication. 

Mohammed Amran, .. the 
chairman of the Young People's 
Forum, said the report was a 
waste of time. "We hoped for 
. recommendations to show us the 
way forward," he said. “But afl 
it seems to do is hi gh lig ht- criti- 
cisms of the Asian culture.” 

_ The document was commis- 
afoned by the Bradford Congress, 
v^ueh is made up of business and 
public-sector organisations, in- 
cluding the city council and West 
Yorkshire pouce. 

Man war Jan-Khan, a com- 
mittee researcher who has stud- 
ied the riots, said that the report 
represented a wasted opportu- 
nity and lost hope. “The report 
... goes nowhere," he said 
Church leaders headed by the 
Bishop of Bradford, the Right 
Rev David Smith, said the fact 
that the report’s authors were 
not in full agreement high- 
lighted the need to continue a 
constructive approach to the dif- 
ficult issues it had tried to ad- 
dress. In a statement, they said: 
“The report itself arid Mr Taj ’s 
reasons for not being able to 
sgn it deserve careful scrutiny." 

The leader of Bradford coun- 
cil, Tbny Cairns, said he was dis- 
appointed the report failed to 
recognise ongpingworic to tack- 
le social and economic problems 
of Manningham. He added: 
“We agree there must never 'be 
arepeatof thetfistmbances and 
that the- key to that is tackling 
poverty unemployment and 
the attendant social stress." 

The chief constable of West 
Yorkshire police, Kehh HeUa- 
welLsaid more time was needed 
to study the report 
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Coffiston course: Ail image taken hylfie Hubble Space telescope shows the sort of cosmic conflagration that could power a quasar 


A work of modem art? An 
oddly lit spider’s web? No: 
This is one of the latest 
pictures from the Hubble 
Space Tfelescope, and shows 
two galaxies colliding - an 
event which asiroaomere now’ 
think provides the fuel for 
quasars, the most energetic 
objects known in the 
Universe. 

Discovered 33 years ago, 
quasars are an enigma 
because they are so small and 
yet pour out fantastic 
quantities of energy: The size 
of our solar system, they can 
beam out 1,000 times as much 
tight as entire galaxies 
containing tens of billions of 
stars. 

Before the latest pictures, 
astronomers had suspected 
that the heart of a quasar was 
a huge black hole - a star 
which has collapsed under its 
own gravity, and which sucks 
in eveiythxng around it. 
including light. 

Matter being drawn in to 
the black hole would 
accelerate causing it to emit 
bright light. 

Usually a black hole might 
only feed on interstellar gas. 
But when galaxies drift into 
each other - as in this picture, 
where the differently 
coloured wraiths each consist 
of millions of stars - then a 
large black hole will be close 
enough to drag in entire suns, 
providing it with the raw 
material for a super-bright 
energy source. 

“In nearly every quasar we 
look at we dearly see one 
galaxy apparently swallowing 
another,” said Mike Disney, 
of the University of Whies, 
who is the leader of the 
European scientists analysing 
the data. 

The Hubble telescope has 
been vital in solving the 
quasar puzzle, he said. “I 
gave up on studying them 20 
years ago, when I realised we 
had to wait for a space 
telescope to provide a clear 
enough view for solving 
mysteries." 

However, answering some 
tions has thrown up new 
ones. Professor Disney says 
that the uncertainty has now 
shifted towards how long a 
quasar remains bright If it is 
short compared with a 
galaxy’s life - 100 million 
years, or less - then most 
galaxies, inducting the Milky 
Way, could be the leftovers of 
“burnt out" quasars. 
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Death on 

the Danube 
as mafia 
gangs fight 
for Budapest 
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Adrian Bridge 

Budapest 

Mystery grenade attacks and 
mafia-style shootings threaten 
to shatter Budapcsfs image as 
one of the most civilised cities 
of Central Europe, replete with 
monuments to centuries of 
Hahsburg rale. The upsurge in 
violence may even pul paid to 
the country's booming tourist in- 
dustry, which relies heavily on 
a growing number of wealthy 
visitors from Western coun- 
tries. such as Britain. 

The attacks began modestly 
just under a month ago with the 
blowing up of a Mercedes car 
belonging to the owner of a 
gambling club. Since then, they 
have spread to restaurants, car 
showrooms and the city' s grow- 
ing number of striptease dubs. 
At the same time there have 
been two shootings - one fatal 
- of people believed to belong 


to Hungary's criminal under- 
world. Police put the violence 
down to “turf wars" 1 between the 
many foreign and home-based 
mafia groups which are now 
jostling to control the Hungar- 
ian capital's sex and gambling 
rackets. .And in an attempt to 
end their activities, the police 
have set up a 160-strong task 
force and offered a 1 million 
forint (about £4,700) reward for 
information leading to arrests. 

“Crime syndicates fighting 
for territory are behind these 
hand-grenade bombings," said 
Laszlo Garamvolgyi, the police 
spokesman. “These are demon- 
strations of force by different 
criminal groups, both foreign 
and domestic." 

The grenade attacks usually 
take place in the early hours of 
the morning and the explo- 
sions have caused extensive 
damage to windows, restau- 
rants and cars. Hungarian 
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Republicans Bosnia vows 
vote to keep to repatriate 
Gingrich 

Putting aside their doubts war ... . 

Congressional Re^ubhc. |,, - *■ IClN from Germany. 

yesterday unanimously v iv:ir ,,frer the 

renominated Neui jvaccagieemcrtt - - 
for a second term as House u » 1}u . Jn , h|jns , 

Speaker. all but ensuring ■ PI Mflnc d bv 
Slthe retains the job when ^ K \, h 

a formal floor vote is ht Id " pV( , nlTllcn t v udils weight I*. 

isffiiss-- ■ 

who blamed Mr Gingncn x,. 

A'?***"***, 


...,s 

•i - ;t — 


■ V 

lea 


L CtfvkW 
pa«rP- k . v 


i: »;■»* ' 

' ' I • V* 

•• ' ' ■ i - i . 


their party's majority at Uie refuses - 

„„ ni.pm.rlv,* Now the only but now politieuiu* ore 


m * 


^alternative. Now- the only hut mm ijuu • -J 
threat is an Ethics Commiitec womed .M «* ,s * 
report due to be issued at AP - tk>nn 

•.|T - C -L.. ..... . 11-kfi'h 




the tum of the year, which 

might contain damaging • „ n ■ 

revelations about Mr TOWCr UlIGmO 

Gingrich's financial dealings. t TT rr 

Rupert Cornwell- Washington j|| JJOftg 1 iVOTlg 


Bar wars. Mafia gangs are behind the violent fight over Hungary’s sex and gambling rackets Photograph: Popperfdto 


media believe the grenades 
may have come from two crates 
that disappeared from a military 
unit late last year. Almost all the 
grenades used in the more than 
30 explosions in Hungary this 
year have come from former 
Whrsaw Pact stocks. 

All Central and East Euro- 
pean countries experienced a 
rapid growth in organised crime 
following the fall of Commu- 
nism in 1989, and there Is spec- 


ulation that the latest round of 
bombings was sparked off by a 
change of leadership in Bu- 
dapest’s large Russian mafia 
network^ and their decision to 
“get tough” on rival gangs 
which hail from the Ukraine, 
Serbia and Bulgaria. 

^V&rfare between the ' rival 
mafia gangs is believed to have 
been behind the kilting at the 
beginning of this month of; 
Jfozsef Prisztas, an underworld 


figure shot at point-blank range 
with a 9mm pistol while sitting 
in his car, and behind the seri- 
ous wounding of Csaba 
Lakatos, a prominent Hungar- 
ian racehorse owner who last 
week was shot three times with 
a rifle at Budapest’s Tace track.' 

Hungary’s Prime Minister, 
GyulaHom, is saj^ ^ he per- 


vestigation, while Budapest's 
mayor, Gabor Demszky r haS 


suggested a five-fold increase in 
spending on police. 

The prospect of civilians - 
and especially foreigners - get- 
-ting caught up-in the mafia 
crossfire is one that terrifies 
Hungary's tourist authorities/ 
They recorded .more than 30 
mftUoh visitors to the country in ‘ 
the first -three quarters of the . 
year, many of theflo from Wesir 
era countries, -such as Britain: 
and France. '• : > 


Bombs found 
in Philippines 

Two bombs were discovered 
at Manila's airport and at 
Subic Bay Freeport, where 
IS Pacific Rim leaders will 
gather next Monday for a 
Asia-Pacific Economic 
Co-operation summit. 


People leapt from w indows 
or clung by their fingertips to 
air conditioners oti exterior 
walls to escape a fire in a 
Hong Kong commercial 
high-rise building, and one 
fireman was killed hauling 
the blaae. A dramatic rescue 
opcratii»n was launched by 
160 Hong Kong lirefighiers - 
to save scores of people 
trapped in the 16-Hiior 


m agn ifying security concerns building on the Nathan 


for the meeting. Road, in Kowloon. As many 

One bomb was found in a as oS people were injured, 
bag in the arrival area of the Reuters - Hong Kong 
Ninqy Aquino International 
Airport, officials said. A 

bomb squad prepared to T TftT niOPCl HTT 
explode it outside the urN 

terminal. Another was found Urtlrl in TTsinnl 
in the afternoon by a janitor DOlll 111 IvaUUI 
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claim, you can get aH your warrarty m oney back In fufl.y ^ wmaae.no 
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UN goes on 


in a crowded area near the 
main gate of Subic Bay 
Freeport the former IJS 
naval base west of Manila. 
Security officials defused 
that bomb. AP - Manila 


Croatia doses 
radio station 

Croatia’s hardline 
government ordered the 
co un ay’s last independent 
radio station to dose, on the 
grounds that the Zagreb- 
based Radio 101 was “not 
objective’’. The ministiy of 
communication gave the 
station until the end of the 
month to cease operations. 

The crackdown on the 


The UN High Commissioner 
for Refugees (UNHCR1 said 
it was putting most of its 
act hi ties in Kabul on hold 
“until the security situation 
improves", because of arrests 
and intimidation of its staff 
by the ruling Taliban militia. 

Rupert Colville, a 
spokesman for the UNHCR, 
said that four of the 22 local 
staff in the UNHCR’s main 
office in Kabul had been 
arrested, while seven Afghan 
women employees had been 
told to slay at home since 
the Islamic Taliban captured 
Kabul on 27 September. I 
Reuters - Islamabad 


Man saved by 

mouthpiece of Croatia's Sp3TG ;• 

liberal aHd left-wing *•' A 300-pound (135kg) man 
opposition, wffl confirm found two miles off the US 
fears that Croatia's fragile Atlantic coast was saved by 
democracy is succumbing . his girth, doctors said, 
fast to the authorittrian ' Robert Slutsky, 54. was 
tendencies of President ' rescued on Monday morning. 
Franjo Tudjman’s nationalist “Just as a whale or'polar 
HDZ party. The closure of bear is shielded from the 
Radio 101 will anger the cold, this man's fat saved him 
Council of Europe, which from drown inn or freering to 
recently endorsed Croatia's death," Dr Michael Bloch, of 
application only after St John’s Episcopal Hospital 

Zagreb promised greater in Far Roc ka wav. New York 
r f 1 spprt f or human rights and state, said. Mr Slutsky 
the freedom of the media. remains in a critical 
Manus Tanner condition. AP - New York 
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Nescafe Blend 37 
Competition 


Starts 

Saturday 23 November 
in 

The Independent 
Magazine 

Your chance to win a 
laptop computer 

or a 

Waterman fountain pen 

Not everyone who 
tries it will like it 

but everyone who 
likes it will love it 
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Patrick Cockburn 

Jerusalem 

IJ , K the casual brutality with 
whkh David Be a Abu and Tza- 
hi Shmaya, two young Israeli 
border pohce, kicked, punched 
kneed in the groin six 
Palestinian workers, caught try- 
ing to enter Jerusalem iDegal- 
Jy to work, which most struck 
Israeli television viewers. As 
with the amateur video of Los 
Angeles policemen taking turns 
to beat Rodney King, the black 
motorist, in 1992, the film has 
an impact precisely because 
the slow-moving violence is ap- 
parenty inflicted without ang<*r 
as part of official routine. 

Mr BenAbu and Mr Shmaya. 
h*ve been detained for ques- 
tioning and are to stand t rial 
Denouncing the bearings, Ben- 
jamin Netanyahu, the Prim* 
Minister, said: “The acts of 
those i policemen who hit the Pal- 
estinian labourers are immoral 
and cri m inal. They are not wor- 
thy of serving further in Israel’s 
security forces, and the full 
force of the law will be brought 
down on them." 

He claimed that the brutali- 
ty contradicted the strict stan- 
dards of conduct demanded of 
the Israeli armed forces. 

Given the level of violence in- 
ficted by Israel on the Pales- 
tinians of the West Rank and 
Gaza over the last 10 years, Mr 
Ben Abu and Mr Shmaya ran 
count Lhemseves unlucky to be 
singled out. Since the start of 
the intifada in 1987, the secu- 
rity forces have killed 1^51 
Pales tinians, including 262 chil- 
dren under the age of 16, ac- 
cording to the Israeli h uman 
rights organisation, BTkelem. 

Despite frequent Palestin- 
ian claims that soldiers fired 
without provocation, BT&elem 
says only three soldiers have 
been convicted of manslaugh- 
ter. At the weekend, a military 
court in Lod sentenced four sol- 
diers, who shot dead an inno- 
cent man in a car to a fine of one i 
agora, the smallest Israeli coin 1 


worth one-third of a penny. 
Eitan Felner of B "Belem 


A Ram entry point into 
Jerusalem filmed by the ama- 
teur Palestinian cameramen, 
the one agora fine for trilling a 
Palestinian by the military court 
and the decision of the Israeli- 
High Court to allow physical 
pressure amounting to torture 
- all of which have happened in 
less than a week- show “the de- 
humanisation of Palestinians 
which continues despite the 
peace process." 

Mr Ben Abu, 18, a warrant 
officer who had served in the 

border police, a pa ramitirar y or- 
ganisation, for two-and-a-half 
years and Mr Shmaya, 19, who 
hatfbeen in the police for a year, 
appear to be ordinary enough 
security men. They claim that 
they beat the labourers be- 
cause the mckienftook place on 
10 October and they were still 
upset by the results of the fight- 
ing between Palestinians and Is- 
raelis on 25 September. 

The most stoking feature of 
the film, however,, is the jocn- 
lar sadism and iadk of agger wife 
which the police strike their vic- 
tims, at one point one of them 


says the film has created such 
revulsion among Israelis be- 
cause “Israeli society has a self- 
perception of its security forces 
as behaving according to the 
rule of law. The majority of 


- majority of 

Israelis do not want to believe 
what happens on the West 
Bank.** 


The high Palestinian casual- 
ties in con^ironiations with Is- 
raeli security forces stem prim- 
arily from the liberal open-fire 
regulations in the Israeli army 
under which a soldier can shoot 


if he believes he is in a life- 
threatening situation. The most 

common reason for soldiers to 
open fire in the past has been 
Palestinian youths throwing 1 
stones, but figures show that the 
actual threat to their Eves is way 
limited. More than 1,000 Pales* 
tmians have been lolled, since 
1987, but onlythree Israeli sol- 
diers have dial as a result of be- 
ing hir by a stone during the 
same penod. - 
The A Ram incident is the 
second time year that film 
taken by an unseen amateur 
cameraman has embarrassed Is- 
rael. After 101 Lebanese refu- 
gees wots lolled by Israeli shells 
- at Qana during Israel’s bom- - 
bardmeni of southern Lebanon 
in April, the army at first said 
it had no spotter planes in the 
area. Only when a video taken 
by a Norwegian UN soldier 
showed a drone overhead at the 
time of the attack did the army 
concede this was untrue. 


Dividing line: Male and female supporters of the Islamic group, Hamas, march In Nablus yesterday In honour of 
killed Palestinians and the amateur video of Israeli soldiers, top left, attacking Palestinian workers Photograph: AP 
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REASON ENOUGH? 


International f 


Imre Karacs rant in September 1992 and 

Bonn sprayed the tables with ma- 

. _ chine guns. 

Iran’s best friend in theWest One lranian, Kazan Darabi, 

was sweeping up the debris of believed to be working for the 
its special idatfonsKp yesterday, Iranian secret service, and four 
wrecked by the sudden realisa- Lebanese are standing trial for 


tion that it has been cavorting 
all these years with a bunch of 
murderers. 

After a three-day siege of its 
embassy inTfehran- denounced 
by a rent-a-mob as the “second 
nest of spies” -Germany’s For- 
eign Minister {Struggled to de- 


murder, but witnesses have 
convinced the judges the real 
perpetrators or the operation 
were, in Tfehran. Abolhassan 
Banisadr, the former Ir anian 

? resident now living in exile in 
ranee, told the court that “the 


nest of spies” -Germany’s For- France, told the court that “the 
eign Minister {Struggled to de- plan for killing the Kurdsin the 
fend his controversial policy of Mykonos restaurant, was ap- 
“ critical dialogue” with Iran. prov^ ^tbe Freskkntandthe 


The dergy hi Qom repaid the religious leader of Iran around 
compliment by waving a fatwa' three months before the assas- 
at three German prosecutors sination”. 
who had dared to implicate die Thai statement in effect put 
Iranian leadership in terrorism. President Akbar Hashemi Ref- 
Breaking off diplomatic re- sanjani and Ayatollah Afi. 
la boos would be, in Mr Kinkel’s . Khamenei in the dock, trigger- 
words “a rash decision at the ingthe first rumblings of protest 
moment”. Matters may not go - in Tfehran, butwoiae was to fbl- 
tbat far just yet, but Bonn’s self- low. Last Friday, one of the 
proclaimed role as honest bro 1 Berlin prosecutors compound- 
ker between Iran and the West ed the insult by poWidy voicing ; 
seems moribund^ his conclusions: ... ] 

v “This regime tramples on ' “There is not the slightest I 
human rights, sweeps oppose, .doubt that" the attack was de* 1 
' tion parties it does not like out dded, panned and prenare(|by 
of the way - ind . blames other the Islamic Republic quean and. 
people for its actions,” the op- its leaders," BnmoJoft Lid 
position Greens said in a state- court "Tbe brazen attemptsfry 
ment. “How much more is the the Tfehran goveramqat; fom* 
German goveriunent wilBog to fiuence the proceedings point to 
take from this regime?” this having nappe n ed on hairs 

The answer is probably not a . orders,” jie added, praising die 
lot. Prominent figures in the . court for “opening the', dodra : 
main goverhing party,' the bit fo fee headquarters of Iraur 


Christiaq Democrats, and the 
largest opposition party, the 
Social Democrats, nave oiled 
on Mr Kinkel to abandon the 
relationship cultivated since 
M Big Satan* and “Little Satan” 
were thrown out of Tfehran ra 
1979. 

A rupture would cost mon- 
ey, a subject dose to .the Ger- 
man Foreign JMkustiy’s heart. 

. Germany Is Iran's largest for- 
eign trade partner, swapping- 
goods worth $1.4bri dollars 
: (£850m) last year, with billions 
: more in the order books. 
v But this cosy affair has been 

1 soured by tbe diligence of a 
Berlin court investigating tite 
murder of four Kurdish disss- 
: dents in the aty four years ago, 

: The victims, three leadeisof the 
• Iranian Democratic Party of 
. Kurdfaan (DPK-I) and their.ro* 

tcrpretCT, died in a hall of bul- 

| lets as two masked men burst 
; into Berlin’s Mykonos restau- 


ian stale terrorism and casting 
a took at the killing machine.® 
Mr Jdst, ' as everyone now 
knows in ban, is in the pay of 
“Zionists”, aqd yesterday fee ay- , 
atollahs in Qom likened his ac- 
tivities to Salman Rushdie’s 
“crimes”, Incensed by the shir 


of Iranian students lad taken fo 
fee streets spantaneoufy; bran- 
dishing. placards castigating 
‘Tasc&Germany” andthrbw- 
ing eggs at the embassy. . 

Some 200 members of the 
T rariian p arHam rnr, theMajlis,' 
called for a revision of ties with - 
Gennaryi and the authorities m - 
Tfehran threatened to '‘docu- 
ment”. German srapKes of 1 
chemical weapons fo fraq dur- j 
ine the first Gulf War. 


of words.will abate, andfaispofi- 
cfeswfllbeaxfituit'Butsofarhe 
has nothing but Deutschmarks 
to show for his efforts. 
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1 Rebuff mars 


Yeltsin’s return 


as fighting man 


PM Reeves 

Moscow 


Boris Yeltsin yesterday took a 
crucial step in his long-awaited 
comeback by appearing on 
Russian television, but his cau- 
tious return to the political fray 
was marred by a rebuff from his 
troublesome neighbour - the 
President of Belarus, Alexander 
Lukashenko. 

In the 15 days since his coro- 
nary bypass operation, the 
Kremlin has released several 
still photographs of Mr Yeltsin, 
but his television performance 
provided Russians with their 
first dose look at the patient 
and, far more importantly, a 
chance to hear him speak. 

Enveloped in a large black 
coat and a fur hat. he looked 
considerably thinner and older 
than the burly figure who 
fought this summers election 
campaign, but he spoke with 
few of the slurs or pauses 
that punctuated his speech just 
before the operation. He was 
also smiling and slightly 
ruddy-faced. 

His heart - the source of so 
much political uncertainty and 
personal discomfort - felt quite 


different, he said, standing next 
to his wife and granddaughter 
in the gardens of the Central 
Clinical Hospital in. Moscow, 
where doctors yesterday re- 
moved the stitches from his 
chest. 

“Today I have oo pain in the 


‘Today I have no 
pain in the 
heart It is not 
like it was 
before the 
operation’ 


heart. I don't feel my heart. It 
is not like it was before the op- 
eration." He was, he added, in 
“fighting mood". 

He will need to be. His 


away in Belarus, on his western 
border. Rusaa is by far the most 
influential player in interna- 
tional efforts to persuade Mr 
Lukashenko to end his stand-off 


with parliament over a refer- 
endum on the constitution 
which - if passed next Sunday 
- would give him autocratic 
powers. 

In a 40-minute telephone 
conversation yesterday, Mr 
Yeltsin urged Mr Ijilrash enirn 
to compromise, but without 
much evident success. The 42- 
year-old former Soviet collec- 
tive farm director faded to 

attend a Kremlin-organised 
meeting with -his opponents 
and the beads of Russia's two 
parliamentary chambers, con- 
vened in the hope of finding a 
settlement 

However, he is expected to 
meet Viktor Chernomyrdin, 
the Russian prime minister, 
later this week. 

Yesterday, as tensions re- 
mained high in the 10 million- 
strong nation, both sides were 
deadlocked. 

Mr Lukashenko - who has 
the support of a L5 00-member 
presidential guard - was press- 
ing ahead with the referen- 
dum, despite reports from 
Minsk last Tuesday that he was 
willing to reach a compromise. 
In what has become an elabo- 
rate game of b rinkmanship, his 



Back to the fray; Boris Yeltsin with his wife, Nafoa, and granddaughter In tho grounds of the Central Clinical Hospital yesterday wl b®” b* 
appeared on television to speak to the Russian people for the first «me since bis operation on 5 November Photograpn. Heuiere 


camp indicated that he would 
not call off the poll unless his 
parliament;*^ opponents stop 
moves to impeach him. 

But the opposition, led by the 
parliamentary speaker, Semyon 


Share tsky, appears unwilling 
to do so unless he first scraps 
the referendum, reinstates the 
recently sacked head of the 
country’s eTecticm co mmissi on 
and opens up the now goverii- 


ment-co ntioll«i- Airwaves to 
parliamentarians. . r - 

AU this has the potential fo ■’ 
nan nasty, " "* ' 

an intriguing#^. 
«msthn!mn£3OTurt( 
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standby 
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memory 

• Dedicated VoiceMail key 

• Cali timer 

• Large 4 line LCD display 

• Permanent signal 
strength/battery level 
indicators 
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Philips fizz 

•Up to 75 minutes talktime/ 

45 hours standby 
• 99 name and number memory 
•Send and recieve 
short text messages 
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afar better 
choice at The Link 
this Christinas! 
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your needs and your pocket - 

With fantastic offers every week, 
why go anywhere else! 
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Our apart staff mwedaBy trained 
In aB communlcatfoo products and 
w9 be happy to befe you make ttw 
cfwfce that's right for you. 
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there are grounds for impeach- 
ing Mr Lukashenko, the tew 
states that his powers would be 
suspended untfl parliament de- 
cides his fate. Whether he would 
accept this is doubtful. His 28 


months in office have provided 
little evidence that the consti- 
tution matters a jot to him. 
That - his supporters would say 
- is why he wants a new one. 

Leading article, page 19 



Britain tries 


V wwr 


for special 
relationship 


w 


Christopher Bellamy 

Moscow - < ■ 


Britain yesterday offered Rus- 
sia a “special relationship of an 
unprecedented nature” with 
the West. 

The “civilised nations of the 
world” should join together to 
fight extremism, greed and in- 
tolerance elsewhere in the 
world and the spread of nudear, 
biological and chemical wea- 
pons, Michael Portillo, the Sec- 
retary of State for Defence, said 
in Moscow. 

Russian officers should be 
posted to Nato headquarters 
and witness the planning of 
Nato operations at every level 
to overcome Russian fears 
about Nato expansion. 

But yesterday, many of his 
Russian military audience and 


gers in a new and in some ways 
more chaotic world. He said 
that 20 countries now possess 
ballistic missiles and thatsome 
European countries, including 
Russia, which he stressed would 
be part of any European secu- 
rity system, already lie within 
range of ballistic missiles fired 
by Third World countries. 

Were North Korea to export 
its more advanced systems, oth- 
er nations could be at risk, a 
point probably not lost, on three 
North Korean officers in dark 
green uniforms sitting in the au- 
dience. 

At least a dozen countries 
have the ability to deploy chera- 
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the Russian Foreign Ministry - 
who are the people who really 
count - remained sceptical 
Mr Portillo was on a two-day 
visit to Russia in which he met 
his Russian opposite number. 
General Igor Rodionov, Presi- 
dent Yeltsin’s Chief of Staff, 
Anatoly Chubais, and Russia’s 
Foreign Minister, Yevgeny Pri- 
makov. 

Mr Primakov, a long-stand- 
ing opponent of Nato enlarge- 
ment was very specific about 
areas where Nato and Russia 
might overcome their differ- 
ences, but one of them was an 
insistence that both sides agree 
a non-agression pact 
The Nato leadership in Brus- 
sels is most reluctant to sign a 
non-aggression pact certainly by 
that name, partly because they 
do not have an illustrious his- 
tory apd partly because that 
would imply there had been ear- 
lier aggressive intentions. 

On TUesday, General Rodi- 
onov said he had been con- 
vinced that Nato was not ag- 
gressive or a threat to Russia, 
but that he had millions of 
people to convince. 

Yesterday, Mr Portillo met 
some of them - 300 senior of- 
ficers, students and staff at the 
Genera] Staff Academy, the 
pctagonaL spacecraft-like build- 
ing on the edge of Moscow, 
which trains the dlite of the Rus- 
sian armed forces, plus officers 
from former Soviet states and 
then allies, for top jobs. 

He got an unexpectedly 
rough nde. One asked why, £f 
N ato was now keeping the 
peace m Bosnia, it could not 
help Russia in its peace-keen- 
ing operations in the Com- 
monwealth of Independent 

S s “ near abroad” 

Mr Portillo appeared to mis- 
understand, thinking he was 

unaccustomed to 
endhan defence ministers, asked 
what qualifications Mr Ponillo 
^^fecture them on mflitaiy 

Mr Portillo outlined the dan- 
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Yevgeny Primakov; Insists 
on non-aggression pact 


ical or biological weapons, or ■.■■■■ 
have development program- 
mes. 

. “We cannot abolish extrero- 
ism, greed and intolerance. 
we, the civilised nations of the 
world, can deter them. We must - " 
stop them winning.” he said, ■ 

■ *bat Russia will play 

its foil part in this,” Mr Portillo ' 
said. Nato and Russia can and 
must develop a real security : 
partnership, founded on sub- 
stance. 

"We do not expect Russia to 'M 
co-operate with Nato on the 

wl? e i en ^ s as . sm «Her nations. . 

r ^ ussia a special rela- . ; " 1 
tionsh i p of an unprecedented 
nature. . 

J* T said co-operation 

Russia and Nato in- % 
r 01 ^ 13 P°mtcd the way to fu- ^ 
ture co-operation. If Russia . 
^^ foknowwhai Nato was % 
send more pea- >3 
Nato to find out. .11 

hou, " Vk,nls 10 know - 1 

^ LS approaching pi An- A 
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••resa Poole 

Paring 

Tie United States yesterday 
noved to build a new partner- 

RhlTt nnfk /^L ' _ - - mrn 


u flamm atOTy confrontations 
orer human rights in favour of 
a relationship which could 
address the issues which divid- 
<d the two nations. 

In his first significant foreign 
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Student denies 

baby killing 



blerelatKmsh^, China was stiD 

Frying hardball on key 
issues of disagreement. 

Mr Qian attacked the US’s 
inasswe'* arms sales to the fc- 


«u««4LEU] jiuwau, me core 
issue of Sino- American rela- 
tions”. US officials later said 
sstes of defensive armaments to 
Taiwan would continue. 

Conun ents on the vexed 
questions of China’s, human 


Double 


Delaware (AR) -A college sta- 
denf accused of murdering his 
girlfriend's baby after helping 
to deliver it. will surrender 
am tflffliy tiwrimt p* hijUwj'H 
said yesterday 

Brian Peterson is charged 
with murder along with 18- 
year-old Amy Grossberg, the 

baby’s mother. 

lie baby was put in a plas- 
tic bag and dumped in a rub- 
bish Mm outside a bold last 
week. 

Joseph Hurley said Peter- 
son’s family bad considered 
sending the 18-year-old abroad 
to avoid prosecution, bat he had 
talked them out or it. 

The lawyer described Pater- 
son, a student at Gettysburg 
College in Pennsylvania, as “a 
combination of dazed and ex- 
tremely fearful” since prose- 
cutors said they would charge 
him and seek the death penal- 
ty He said Peterson would sur- 
render today and plead 

* *?!, ** Sh “ tti f Columbia, whose crew includes Story Musgraue, at 61 

in spaefe, blasted off yesterday on a mission to examine the stars Photograph: Raul KizzfeW* wouldnotbe charged with har- 


booraga fugitive. Hurley said 
?" A ® 1 Good Morning Amer- 
ica that the mother had con- 
sidered fleeing with her son. 

when a mother heart her son 

is facing the death penalty, he 
said, “one or the immediate 
thoughts is, Tm getting them 
out of here’. ” 

Grossberg ,or New Jen** was 
arrested Monday and was be- 
ing held without bail. Both she 
and Peterson could be sen- 
tenced to death if convicted. 

Peterson and Grossberg 
“nera-went into that motel with 
the idea, ‘We are going to kill 
a child,’ "Hurley said. 

On 12 November, the police 
authorities say, Peterson had 
driven three hours from Penn- 
sylvania to Newark to pick up 
Grossberg at the University of 
Delaware. They checked into n 
motel, where Peterson helped 
deliver the baby boy and put 
him in the rubbish bin. 

Police believe Peterson is 
the baby's father but want to 
compare his blood to the baby's 
to make sure. 
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Fears grow for 
Zaire’s hidden 


David Orr 

Kigali 

They have been called the 
“ missing masses" and their fete 
has been described as a "hidden 
i holocaust”. 

I As fighting erupted in east- 
I ern Zaire last month, aid agen- 
i ties repented that hundreds of 
! ihousandsof Rwandan refugees 
^gmbad been driven deep into the 
‘‘ country’s: interior, beyond the 
^ j reach of help. . 

; The agencies warned that 
! their numbers would be deci- 
mated by hunger, thirst and dis- 
! ease if an emergency relief 
I operation could not be 
j launched with all possible 
i speed. 

More than a month after 
! the start of the conflict be- 
i tween the Zairean anny . and 
eastern Zairean rebels, no real 
evidence has emerged of the 
predicted humanitarian disaster. 

Most of the' Rwandan 
refugees who started to stream 
home from Zaire last Friday 
were in good physical condition. 
>t> keen were they to return to 
heir neighbourhoods that few 
■oilected rations or field packs ; 
rom United Nations agencies. 

However, die number of up- . 
ooted people still stranded in 
Zaire's interior is being fieree- 

if -vi disputed. . '• •• • 

yif Even though official e«h. 
aaies have been revised since : 


,-eekend, the UN sots 600 to 
00,000 Rwandan refugees are 
lil] unaccounted for inside 
lure. . . - 

The Rwandan sgovenunent . 
m the. other hand claims fiat - 
ei y fewvulneiabtegroupsstffl -* 


remain in eastern Zaire. “Most 
of the refugees who are based - 
. in Zaire have returned home”, 
said 'Rwanda’s vice-president 
Paul Kagame in the Rwandan 

Ca ^The UNH^^ < ^m^United 
Nations' refugee agency, says 
that at Ieasx half, a million 
Rwandan refugees crossed the 
border last weekend-and that 
more than hatf ,a mfflfegu still 
have to emerge from the hiHst 
and forests- of Zaore. yfi-V 
. That there k no bard^evi- 
dence that thesepcopleanidy- 
ing, sajs UNHCR, should not 
be an excuse for complacency. 

!*Some p<?ople hff^ibeen 
away from food andwgter for 
more than a' month,” UNHCR 
spokesman Paul Stranbeqj fold 

The Independent yesterday. 

“Added together, the lack of 
food, shelter and medical care 
rill combine to cause real , 
problems. Their condition 
is probably becoming more, 
desperate”. 

.with plans for the deploy-' 
nient of anintemational. force 
in Zaire begummg to falter, the 
Rwandan government contin- 
ues to make dear its efistastefor 
foreign mtarreritionl 
- Yesterday, Mr Kagame, who 
is also defence minister, said 
that since last weekend there is 
no longer any heed for. thou- 
sands of troops to protect the 
. distribution of lefiefsqjjdies in 
easteritZaire.- 
Rwanda feas Jopg been qp- : 
posed to fftKagiiinteivention. 
The proposcri ; I mtcrnational . 
mission has been- mandated to 
ensure foodfeaches the needy 
andtlBt «t0«l Rwandans can ■ 
return hoakk 1 • • v-- : 
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SUPPOSED TO BE BULKY AND BORING. 

VE SOME EXPLAINING TO DO. 

' it- MAJORITY or otau cau. \k iuu to m \;\.i to i- .:k a> b they were designee. .r* e hir or -in arternoughr. 

A :;i\ >’• big box ml: \ : : n . r. 1 ' ■ . -••• . • v.i ; ; . X- >t a* r,r\\ \rt Ea!. : tg. 
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But in this caw we'll forgive them. After all. they have produced an exceptional car that combines genuine driving 
pleasure until an appeal that goo tar beyond the versatility of load area. Oh dear, they've got us at it now. 

!t you’d i ! ke to take the new Vectra Estate tor a test drive, and we rather suspect you would, call 0800 455 466 
ror derails g Aour nearest VOuxhall Dealer. 
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c Sir Havelock 


Hudson 


Havelock Hudson was per- 
3ps the last Chairman of 
■ioyd’s of the old school. Not 
aat LloytTs was not already 
banging fast in his chairraan- 
mp, which lasted from 1975 to 
977; nor that cracks had not al- 
ea dy begun to appear in the 
aahogany veneer which cov- 
red the market's turbulent 
■od sometimes disreputable re- 
plies. But in 1977, when Sir 
lavelock was knighted by the 
jjueen and also awarded the 
->old Medal far services to 
-JoycTs, the market was still gen- 
TaQy seen as an untroubled and 
j^oquilly prosperous part of the 
-tty of London. 

Hudson, moreover, assumed 
■hat the market was still 
lominated by men with as sim- 
)Ie a sense of honour and 
>Lraight dealing as his own. an 
assumption that was soon to be 
aainfulfy disproved. 

“Hal" Hudson began his ca- 
reer in the merchant navy, 
where he served, as the phrase 
went, “before the mast" after 
leaving Rugby School. He went 
to Lloyd's in 1938, but soon en- 



Hudson: ‘Bat stra i g ht* 


listed in the Royal Hampshire 
Regfrnent, from which he was 
seconded to the Parachute Reg- 
iment. He was badly wounded 
during the Normandy landings 
in 1944, and decorated for his 
part in the campaign. 

He like to teO an amusing sto- 
iy about how one of his friends 
had inserted a ribald poem by 
Oliver St John Gogarty, “Lines 
toa Boon Companion" into the 
wrapping of his medals: 

If nv^ a1< were ordained for thinks 
Or soft comm unings with a minx. 
Or being at your ease belated, 

By heaven/ You’d be decorated. 

The implication presumably 
was that even by the standards 
of a tough regiment he was 
thought to have had a notable 
capacity for enjoyment. 

After the war he went back 
to Lloyd’s, and was elected an 
underwriting member (a “work- 
ing Name”) m 1952. He was first 
elected to the Committee in 
1965 and re-elected in 1970 and 
again in 1970. He was Deputy 
Chairman in 1968, 1971 and 
1973, and Chairman from 1975 
to 1977. 

Perhaps surprisingly for a 
man who was something of a 
traditionalist, Hudson advised 
his successor and friend, lan 
Findlay, to go ahead and build 
a new Lloyd's. 

As an immediate past Chair- 
man, Hal Hudson responded 
strongly to the news of the 
“Savonita” affair, which in- 
volved suspicions that the Com- 
mittee had bowed to the 
interests of big brokers in dis- 
missing claims by a compara- 
tively small broker, Malcolm 
Pearson, that he had been 
ressurised into paying a 


cars shipped from Italy to the 
United States. 

Hudson called immediately 
and publicly for a thorough 
investigation to clear LJoycTs 
reputation. Equally character- 
istically, when approached as 
Chairman by Pearson, he had 
expressed surprise that there 
should be any doubt in the 
matter. If the daim was a good 
one, it seemed to him, it should 
be paid; if a bad one, it should 
not be paid, and there was an 
end or the matter. “Bat 
straight,” he said, ignoring the 
fact that cricket has never 
caught on in Italy. 

In his speech thanking the 
Committee of Lloyd’s for his 
Gold Medal, Hudson expressed 
his philosophy in what now 
seem poignant words. “Lloyd’s 
does not continue to hold its un- 
rivalled position in the world,” 
he said, “because of its [finan- 
cial] capacity, but because of its 
honour, an old-fashioned word 
perhaps, but 1 am speaking to 
people who still know what it 
means.” Some of his hearers 
did, but he must have been sad 
to learn over the last two 
decades that others cannot have 
bad the faintest Idea of what he 
was on about. 

Godfrey Hodgson 

Havelock Henry Trevor Hud- 
son, insurance underwriter bom 
4 January 1919; underwriter, 
Lloyd’s 1952-88, Deputy Chair- 
man 1968, 1971, 1973, Chtdrman 
1975-77; Kl 1977; married 1944 
Elizabeth Home (two sons; mar- 
riage dissolved 1956), 1957 Lady 
CeMeen Eliot (died 1994; one 
son, one daughter); died Stanford 
Dingey, Berkshire 14 November 


Lord Hankey 


The second Lord Hankey was 
a man of great style and ener- 
gy who was present at some 
of the more extraordinary 
moments m history. 

He was the eldest son of the 
arch-mandarin Maurice Han- 
key, Cabinet Secretary between 
1916 and 1938, and there was 
no doubt that Robert was born 
to public service. His father, ac- 
cording to Arthur Balfour, was 
responsible for Britain’s having 
won the Hist World Vfer. The 
son had a lot to live up to. 

He was educated at Rugby 
and New College, Oxford, ana 
he joined the Foreign Service in 
1927. He had a talent for lan- 
guages and became proficient 
in German, French, Italian, 
Polish, Romanian, Persian and 
Arabic. He began his career as 
Third Secretary in Berlin and 
later in Paris, but came back to 
England in 1936, when he was 
appointed Private Secretary to 
the Foreign Secretary, Antho- 
ny Eden. His next posting was 
to Wusaw and Hankey was one 
of the first to learn of Hitler's 
invasion of Poland. As the Ger- 
man armies closed in, Hankey 
escaped to Romania. 

From Europe he went to 
Tehran and was there in 1943 for 
the most significant Allied 
meeting that year, and arguably 
of the war, between Roosevelt, 
Stalin and Churchill. It was the 
first time Roosevelt and Stalin 
met and historians record this 
meeting as the moment the 
decision was made by the Allies 
to invade France. 

By July 1945, Hankey was 
back in Warsaw where he be- 
came one of the first British of- 
ficials to learn of the massacre 


of thousands of Polish army of- 
ficers in the Katyn forest and he 
was given the report of the Pol- 
ish Red Cross and knew of the 
culpability of the Russians. His 
next two postings were to 
Madrid and Budapest. 

In May 1953 Hankey set out 
for Cairo, the ambassador hav- 
ing fallen sick. Hankey was a 
good choice. His father was a 
director of the Suez Canal 
Company. Indeed, the year of 
Hanke/s appointment to Cairo 
his father predicted that the 
British were beading straight for 
disaster and that the Egyptians 
would take control of the canal 

A group of army officers 
had overthrown King Farouk 
and was demanding the evacu- 
ation of the British from the 
Suez Canal zone. Hankey was 
briefed by Winston Churchill 
that, if he did nothing else for 
six months, he should avoid giv- 
ing anything away. Churchill 
ala) said that Hankey should see 
his role in Egypt as that of a “pa- 
tient sulky pig”. Hankey was to 



Hankey: ‘ChurcWH’s stooge' 
Photograph: Camera Press 


discover that Nasser was intel- 
ligent and a man who thought 
with his head rather than his 
heart No better government for 
Egypt was in sight But Hankey 

E redicted that there would 
e a tendency for the Egyptians 
to make difficulties for the 
Suez Canal company once 
British troops were withdrawn. 
The Egyptians called him 
ChurchuTs stooge and a master 
of espionage. 

Hankey’s last prating was to 
Stockholm, and in 1960 he 
began a long and happy retire- 
ment and was appointed per- 
manent UK representative to 
foe Organisation for European 
Economic Cooperation. 

“Robin" Hankey was much 
loved in Cowden, a small village 
in Kent where he spent a long 
and happy retirement. He was 
a member of the choir- the only 
tenor - in the 12th-century St 
Mary Magdalene Church. He 
was a fit and active man, played 
tennis wefl into his seventies and 
skied until his late eighties. 

Linda Metrem 

Robert Maurice Alers Hankey, 
diplomat bom 4Jutv 1905; CMG 
1947, KCMG 1955; HM Ambas- 
sador at Stockholm 1954-60; 
KCVO 1956; Permanent UK Del- 
egate to OEEC and OECD and 
Chatman, Economic Mky Com- 
mittee 1960-65; Vice-President, 
European Institute of Business 
Administration, Fontainebleau 
1966-82; succeeded 1963 as sec- 
ond Baron Hankey; married 1930 
Frances Stuart-Menteth (died 
1957; two sons, two daughters), 
1962 Joanna Wright ( died 1991), 
1992 Stephanie Langley (n£e 
King); died 28 October 1996. 



Restaurateui; writer; actoc psychologist, book collector: "Chef Louis' outride the Bakacy In Chicago 

Louis Szathmary 


Not only was Louis Szathmiry 
the “grandfather” of frozen 
prepared institutional foods in 
the United States, he also de- 
veloped space foods for Nasa, 

and played a leading role in food 
processing and canning, as well 
as in industrial franchise design. 

Born in Hungary in 1919, 
Szathmary obtained a PhD in 
Psychology from the Universi- 
ty of Budapest. In 1951 he left 
Hamburg abroad the USS Her- 
shey with 2,000 immigrants 
bound for New York, having 
previously worked variously as 
an actor, a journalist and a psy- 
chologist. Whilst waiting to 
leave for New York, he was em- 
ployed in Salzburg by Hofrat 
Bauer, a brilliant restaurateur. 

Szathmdiy’s first job offer in 
the US came from a retreat 
home for semi-retired Jesuit 
priests on Manresa Island, Con- 
necticut, where he was com- 


From the beginning he became 
fascinated with fro 2 £n foods and 
began serious research in the 
subject The name “Chef Louis” 
was bestowed upon him eariy on 
by those finding difficulty with 
his Hungarian surname. 

When the Jesuits sold their 
island, Szathm£iy got a job 
with a company president in the 
food industry. He became well- 


Bflingual education in Whies 
owes a great deal to a handful 
of local government politicians. 
In Glamorganshire, to the so- 
cialist intellectual Lord Hey- 
cock, in Gwynedd to Lloyd 
George's nephew WJ3L.P. 
George and - in particular- to 
Dafydd Oiwig, who was hon- 
oured this year by being chosen 
as chairman of the new 
Gwynedd CoundL 
Orwig had done a long stint 
as an effective councillor. He 
had been a member of the 
Caernarfonshire County Coun- 
cil in 1973 and was a member 
of Gwynedd County Council 
from 1974 untQ local govern- 
ment reorganisation in April 
19%. During those 23 years he 


known in the field of product 
development, particularly of 
frozen foods and ready-made 
meals. For three years from 
1960 he served as product de- 
velopment manager of Armour 
Food Corporation. 

Feeling the urge to demon- 
strate his culinary ideas in a 
restaurant of his own, in 1963 
he became the chef-owner of 
the Bakery restaurant in the 
Lincoln Park area of Chicago. 
The Bakery acquired worid- 
wide renown. Writers, poets, 
painters and musicians such as 
Ribor Selby and Bfia BartdkJnr 
were frequent visitors to the 
“kitchen room" alongside the 
main rooms of the restaurant. 
The most popular dish on the 
menu was Szathmdxy’s own 
Beef Wellington, and so it re- 
mained from within six months 
of opening until 1989, when he 
retired and sold the restaurant. 

. Throughout the Bakery 
years, Szathmary wrote as a 
• food columnist and produced 
bocdcs including Sear's Gourmet 
Forum (1968), American Gas- 
tronomy (1974), and The Chefs 
Secret Cookbook (1975), 1 he 
Chefs New Secret Cookbook 
(1975) zndAme r ic a E ats (1992); 
he also edited the 15-volume 
Cookery Americana (1973). 

In 1988 Szathm&y donated 


his private culinary arts collec- 
tion, consisting of 200,000 arte- 
facts then valued at $2m, to 
Johnson and ?&ies University 
of Providence, Rhode Island. 
Some 8,000 books from his 
culinary library were also 


In the warren of rooms above 
the Bakery restaurant Szath- 
mfiry’s three non-cuhnary col- 
lections of books ■— one of 
Hungarian and one of Ttansyl- 
vanian literature, the tinnf 
memorabilia of Liszt, Kodfify 
and Bartdk- were housed, and 
a frill-time librarian was em- 
ployed to look after them. This 
personal Hbraiy of 45,000 books 
was donated to various US li- 
braries: the Franz Liszt cblfeo 
tion is housed in Boston 
University, the cookery books 
in the University of Iowa arid 
the Hun garian collection in the' 
University of Chicago. 

At his death Szathmary was 
working on two books and was 
active on the editorial adviso- 
ry board of BibUo magazine. 

Audrey Ellison 

Louis Istvdn Szathmdry, restau- 
rateur and writer bom Rako- 
spalotay Hungary 2 June 1919; 
married 1960 Soda Tanino 
(one daughter); died Chicago, 
Illinois 4 October 1996. 


Air Commodore 
Colin Cadefl 


Hat aircraft should haw radio 

KSessSg 

the late 1940s, and early 1950s, 
when Air Commodore Cohn 

Cadell was managing director 
of International Aeradio, thus 

was far from the situation. 
Cadell went round the world, 
supervising the instill ation of 
novel systems then at the 
frontiers of technology. 

For this internationally im- 
Ha was technical- 


ly and m a — , . _ 

well qualified. Born at Bonnfty 
in the.Colinton district 

inburgh, he was christened Ccrf- 

in after the district by his, then 
elderly, parents Lieutenant- 
Colonel and Mrs CadeU of 
Foxhall. After Merchiston and 
Edinburgh University, where he 
studied Physics and Electrical 
Engineering, Cad e l l went as a 
graduate to RAF Cranwell 
where he was commissioned m 
1926. 

Service in Palestine was fol- 
lowed by an opportunity to be 
the RAF officer who spent a 
year at the Ecole Supeneure 
d 'Electricity inter alia giving 
him a knowledge of technical 
French which was to prove an 


mvaiuaoie mnp m 
the three French air force 
sq uadro ns, and in supervising 
the installation, post-war, of 
radio comm uni cations. 

In late 1934, Cadell was cho- 
sen fay Sir Miles Lampson, lat- 
er first Baron KiUearn, 
ambassador to Egypt, High 
Commissioner for the Sudan 
and, de faedo, Britain's procon- 
sul in the Near East as his 
ADC The then somewhat shy 
Cadell enjoyed hims elf and 
broadened hk horizons. 

■ Lampson’s daughter Meg 
brought. out hex best friend 
and flatmate, Rosemary Pooley. 
The young ADC and the pro- 
consul’s -daughters and their 
friends held somewhat surrep- 
titious, parties during strict 
motnmngat the Lampoon court 
after the death of Sung George 
V. Cadefl became engaged to 

produced 



Coded: meticulous 


Dafydd Orwig 


took every opportunity to safe- 
guard the Welsh language of the 
policy coundL He did so with 
vigour and made sure that the 
translation service was given 
plenty to do by speaking always 
in his native tongue. I salute hsn 
for his courage and was always 
proud to hear him at the Urn- , 
versify of Wiles Court of Gov- 
ernors pleading for his beloved 


He argued with conviction 
and his vision was of a bilingual 
Wiles with every child able to 
speak the language and every 
student understanding it. 

Orwig played an active part 
in the academic provision of 
textbooks in his own discipline. 
He wrote his first book in 


1961, Fy Arias Cyntaf (“My 
First Allas”), then he adapted 
Cyril Midgley’s Looting at 
the Map for Ediychwch ar y 
Map (1972) and C. Penrose’s 

The Landscape of Britain for 
Tiriun Prydam (also 1972). Bui 
his outstanding contribution- 
was as editor of Yr Arias Cym- 
raeg (“The Welsh Atlas”), pub- 
lished in 1988. It was the 
culmination of eight years of 
hard work for him arid his team 
of contributors. 

Dafydd Oiwig taught at the 
county school in Blaenau Ffes- 
tiniog and the Dyf&yn Ogwen 
High School in Bethesta, before 
being appointed a lecturer in a 
teachers? training college, Ban- 
gor Normal College, where he 


observation that "I hadsinip^' 

m idea that R'* cm;ir > ^ 

tinge was to ^ Vrn’iWiv 
and was the bedrock of Cadell > 

Returning home Caddl ^ 

selected for staff 
1 937 and then after a spell at the 
Air Ministry was 
mand of 18 Wing m 1«0 £ 
Scotland. After sewing m tiw 
Middle East as Chief bJgrak Of; 
ficer, be was brought back fo 
Air Ministry as Director of Sifr 
nals in 1944. Professor R-V 

_ Kim ziS tk 


JOun i tit* vi ~ ■■ ■ 

snaight RAF officer who was m 
charge at the time the nkht 
fighters, first confronted the 

Luftwaffe. , g » , 

Both the late Ronald Sclb> 
Wright, Chaplain to the fwxs. 
and General Sir Michael Gw 
have remarked that Cadell must 

be about the only man wno 

worked in intelligence and had 
not, on a matter of principle, 
written his memoirs. 

A CBE (military division j was 
poor consolation for not getting 
the DSO and Bars of some 
his contemporaries. Cadell s 
talents were deemed to be 
those of a senior technical of- 
ficer, confined to the ground. It 

was partly cm this account of not 
. ■ Mho, Frwnr-Hm* 


flyer that Cadell, against the ad- 
vice of his boss and friend John 
(later Marshal of the RAF Sir 
John) Slessor, left the Air 
Force. 

After installing radio sig- 
nalling and take-off and land- 
ing facilities in 30 countries 
from North Africa to Aden, 
Cadell left Aeradio for eight 
years on Gavin Astor’s Times as 
a technical consultant. It was 
an unh appy period, as Cadell 
was a team player and found 
his employers wayward and 
unworkable with. _ 

The autumn of his life was de- 
voted to the Carton Company, 
where be helped to modernise 
an ineffective board structure in 
this ancient iron-founding busi- 
ness, to the Royal Bank of 
Scotland, to the chairmanship 
of the Edinburgh Airport Con- 
sultative Committee, and to 
being Vice Lord-Lieutenant of 
West Lothian, a task which 
from my first-hand knowledge 
be performed meticulously. He 
was a meticulous man. 

Tam Dalyell 

Colin Simsan Cadell air office of- 
ficer and businessman; bom Ed- 
inburgh 7 August 1905; CBE 
1944; managing director, In- 
ternational Aeradio 1947-58; 
member, Edinburgh Airport Con- 
sultative Committee 1972-96, 
Chairman 1972-82; Vkc Lord- 
Lieuienant for, H kst Lothian 
1972-88; married l939Rosemary 
Pooley (two sons, one daughter); 
died Edinburg 29 October 1996 


became an effective ambas- 
sador among future teachers. 

Orwig was a very politically 
minded individual and his sup- 
port for Plaid Cymru was total. 
He served the party in every 
possible sphere, at grass roots 
in the slate town of Bethesta, 
in the council chamber and, 
in a number of general elec- 
tions, as agent for the nation- 
alist candidate in the Conwy 
constituency. 

His other great concern was 
the Celtic languages and he gave 
his best as chairman of the Eu- 
ropean Board of Lesser Used 
Languages. He was a fine Celt 
(he had received his early edu- 
cation at Camew School in CO 
Wicklow) and his contribution 


to the Welsh language cannot 
be measured. He once told me 
that his greatest interest in life 
was to promote the language in 
every sphere. 

Personally he showed the 
way by deleting his own origi- 
nal surname of Jones, a sym- 
bolic act which became popular 
with so many younger membeis 
of the Welsh Language Society. 
The society was proud he was 
one of its early members. 

D. Ben Rees 

Dafydd Orwig Jones (Dafydd 
Orwig). teacher, geographer and 
local politician: bom Ddniolen, 
Caernarvonshire 17 September 
1 928; married (three sons); died 
Bangor 10 November 1996 L 


Births, 
Marriages 
& Deaths 


BIRTHS 

LEWIS: On 20 November 1996. at the 
Rosie Maternity Hospital, Cam- 
bridge, to Quol (nue Smith) and 
Philip, a daughter. Emma Catherine, 
a sister for Rebecca. 

DEATHS 

PERREN: George Ernest, on 19 No- 
'ember, died al home hrawJy and with 
great dignity. Funeral service at Ip- 
swich Crematorium. North ChapeL at 
ilJo cm Friday 22 November. No 
flowers please but any donations to 
Marie Curie Cancer Care. Suffolk 
Appeals Office. 20 Beach Road. 
Lowestoft NR32 IEA. telephone 
01502 537937. 

Announcements for Gazette BIRTHS, 
MARRIAGES & DEATHS should be 
sent In writing to the Gazette EdUot; 
The todependHit, 1 Canada Smrare, Ca- 
nary Wharf, London E14 SDL, tele- 
phoned to 0171*293 2011 or faxed to 
0171-293 2010, and an dmrged at £&50 
a line I VAT extra). 


ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 

HwOamim>TtwDBfcedrEdMwiili«i4P«l- 
fcxil The mm ■rHUw.oa MatKUtbc Queen. 
bp(ds On Imadnue al Bnr»in|lqm Pnl-w. xocl 
» FraUcoL Btniaen in the Community ied the 
Rjoce’i That, m cab the buodi at Gihi In KimJ 
UKal Si Mm. Prince E d wn l. Ctus- 

Bin ut Uk Inimmwual Cdtuea, The Duke at 
EdmbotjdisAn^iBttnBtHnalAHDriiuu.41- 
irnds a dmnei ai Uk Sjvw. London WQ TW 
DnkerfGtucferr.PiirikknLNABC-Qcfacfar 
7nmg Petrie, vto dotn in BthtoL 

Changing of the Guard 

The House hoU Carabr Mounted Rdrimoit 

mourns ihcquou'.UfcGuMdaHwutSuk 

Him. 


Birthdays 

Mr Coningsby AUday, former chair- 
man. British Nuclear Fuels, 76; Miss 
Beiyl Bainbridge, author and actress. 
62; Mis Georgina Battiscombe, au- 
thor. 91; Mr Ray Boulting, film pro- 
ducer, S3; Miss Tina Brown. Editor, 
the New Yorker, 43; Mr Jeremy Bull- 
more. director, Guardian and Man- 
chester Evening News, 67; Miss 
Amelia Freedman, Founder and 
Artistic Director, Nash Ensemble, 5& 
Mr Nicholas Grace, actor, 49; Dr 
Michael Grant, Greek and Roman 
historian, 82; Miss Goldie Hawn, ac- 
tress, 51; Mr John Holder, poet and 
journalist, 60; Sir Stanley Kalms, 
founder and chair man, Dixons 

Group, 65; M Jacques Laffiie, Grand 

Prix driver, S3; Miss Natalie Makaro- 
va, ballerina, 56; Mr Tun Robinson, 
cricketer, 3& Mr Peter Sharpe, chief 
constable, Hertfordshire, 52; Mr 
Malcolm Williamson, composer and 
Master of the Queen's Music, 65; Vis- 
count Younger of former 

, Lord-Lieutenant of Stirling and 
Rtlkiric,90. 

Anniversaries 

Births: Voltaire (Francois-Marie 
Arouet), philosopher and writer, 
1694; Haipo (Adolph, or Arthur) 
Marx, comedian, 188 & Ren£- 
Frauqois Ghislain Magritte. Surreal- 
ist painter. 1898. Deaths: Henry 
Purcell, composes, 1695; Mariano 
Jose Maria Bernardo Fortuny, 
painter, 1874. On this day: the Moni- 
golGer brothers made the first hot- 
air balloon flight, 1783; construction 
wort began on the Forth Road 
Bridge, 1958; proceedings in Parlia- 
metU were televised for the first time, 
1989. "today is the Feast Day of St 
Albert of Louvain and Si Gelafflus L, 
pope. 


Lectures 

Royal Sodetj; London SW1: Pro- 
fessor Terry Jones, “Fuel for 
Thought: making jet tmgfrw*! more ef- 
ficient”, 6pm. 

Royal Society of litentnre, London 
W2: Fleur Adcock, Alan Brownjohn, 
Wendy COpe, DJ. Fnright and James 
Fenton, "Travelling Lig ht ; a cele- 
bration of Gavin Ewart”, 7pm. 
Coortuld Institute, London WC2: 
John Murdoch, “An Object of Na- 
tional Splendour; Somerset House, 
the Strand Block”, 630pm. 

Luncheons 

Foreign and Commoowealtii Office 

Mr Malcolm Rifldnd QC MP. Sec- 
retary of State for Foreign and Coxn- 
mouwealth Affairs, held a luncheon 

yesterday at 1 Carlton Gardens, 
London SWl, in honour of Mr 
Daniel T strap Moi, President of the 
Republic of Kenya. 

Mid-Atlantic Club / English- 
Speaking Unkm 

Mrs Edwina Currie MP was the 
guest of honour and speaker at a lun- 
cheon held yesterday by the Mid- 

Arianticdul umd the Fiiigltsb -Speak.- 
ing Union at (he English-Speaking 
Union, London SWl. She spoke on 
“Europe - In or Out?" 

Dinners 

Inner Temple 

Mr Edward Nugee, Treasurer, and 
the Masters of the Bench of the In- 
ner Uuaple, hosted a dinner yester- 

E?4, to mark the^Grand Day of 
Michaelmas Term. Among those 
present were: 

Mr Jota Caflmgc, New Zealand High Co®- 
mmmncr Vbconm Rkflqr, VbcuanLcss 



Brentford; The Bishop of London; Lord 
WSbcribroe; LanHanpfeman; Lord Brigbt- 
man; Field Mental Lord Branafl; Marshal 
of thle RAF Lord Craig of Radley; Barone* 
Thatcher; Lady Madoy at Qa&hTcm; Lady 
Earner; L*ml Junkie Peter Gftwon: Sir Michael 
Caiman Bq Sr Denb Thatcher Bt; General 
Sd Martin Fatndale; Sr Bryan Caniedge; Sc 
fttcr CiB; Sir Irvk* Cxiuldmg; Sir Reger Bao- 
otner; Sr Anthony Caro; Sir David Lqes; Lady 
SttDgtaian; Mr David Rac Smith; Mis Joyce 
Rose Mr Ian Win; Mr Dennis SOk; Mr Con- 
rad DcfanQG Mr Michael SbcnardQC; Mis 
Rachel N ug e e; Mrs Barbara Paul Rn buBuo ; 
Mr Edward DcOcr. Mr Michad Melhasto Mr 
Richard Morgan; Mr John Nogfe; Mr Antov 
Nugfe Brigadier Peter Little. 

Royal College of Pathologists 
The Annual Meeting of the Royal 
College of Pathologists was held 
yesterday m the Royal Cbflege of Sur- 
geons, London WC2, and Professor 
Daniel Catovsky delivered the Fbon- 
dation Lecture. Professor Roderick 
MacSwccn, President of the College, 
and Mrs MacSween, were the hosts 
at the Annual Dinner held after* 
wards. Professor Sir Leslie Tlnnbcrg 
was the main speaker. 

Angfo-Spimish Society 
The Spanish Ambassador, Senor 
Don Alberto de Aza, presided at a 
dmnwheW by the Angto-Spanisfa So- 
ciety yesterday evening at the Roy- 
al Over-Seas League, London SWl. 
Sir Robert Ukfe^ery, OirinnaiL re- 

ceivftd the guests. 

Royal Society 

Professor John Rowlinscm FRS, 
Physical Secretary of the Royal So- 
ciety, chaired a Technology Lecture 
ywa vmrfay e vening at fi Carillon House 
Terrace, London SWl. Dr Michael 


Employer guilty over injury to contractor 


Services at British Airway* defiyeied 
die lecture, entitled “T be Human 
Factor in Aviation: the weakest or the 
StrosgwtlinkT” 


Regina r Associated Odd Co Ltd; 
House of Lords (Lord Madcay of 
Qashfem, Lord Chancellor, Lord 
Goff of Chieveley, Lord Jauncey 
ofTUDIchettle, Lord MustiD, Lord 
Hoffmann) 14 November 1996 

The activities of an independent 
contractor at an employer's site 
could form part of the conduct 
of the employer’s undertaking, 
so as to render the employer li- 
able to prosecution tinder tire 
Health and Safety at Work Act 
1974 for an injmy to one of the 
contractor’s employees. 

The House of Lords dis- 
missed an appeal by Associat- 
ed OctelCoLtd, and affirmed 
the derision of tire Court of Ap- 
peal ([1995] ICR 281) dis- 
missing Octet's appeal against 
conviction, at Chester Crown 
Courrca 19 March 1993, for an 
offence under section 33(l)(a) 
of the 1974 Act 
By section 33(l)(a) it is an 
offence for an employer not 
to discharge his duty, under 
section 3(1), . 

to conduct hs aodertakmg in such a 
way a s to ensure, so far as is rea- 
sonably practicable, thai persons not 

fccted^a^^*re not thereby er- 


LAW REPORT 

•' 21 November 1996 


Octel operated a large 
chemical plant at Ellesmere 
Fort. In June 1990, while the 




plant was shut down for annu- 
al maintenance, a firm called 
Resin Glass Products Ltd 
(RGP) was engaged in repair- 
ing the lining of a tank. One of 
RGP's employees, Mr Cuth- 
bert, was cleaning the lining of 
the tank with acetone, a supply 
of which he had in an old 
mint bucket The electric bulb 
by whose light he was working 
broke and ignited the flam- 
mable vapour from the acetone 
in the bucket, causing a flash 
fire in which Mr Cuthbert was 

badly burned. 

Like other contractors at 
Octel’s plant,RGP’s employ- 
ees operated under a "permit 
to work” system. Foreveiyjob 
they had fo fin in a form ray- 
ing what they were going to 
do and obtain authorisation 
from Octel’s engineers, who 
would consider what safety 
precautions were needed 
. To rebut the defence rfiattwe- 
vention qjfthe accident hadnot 
been “reasonably practicable", 
the Crown adduced evidence 
sbowingitiiat the pennii-to- 
woric sj&fem had been operat- 
ed in gsperfunctoiy ; manner. 
Octel haifsupptied Mr Cuihbert 
with protective clothing and a 
4? 


.—II. 


free mask, but not a special air 
lamp or a dosed container for 
th e acetone or forced air 
extraction for the tank. 

Octel submitted it had no 
case to answer because the in- 
jury to Mr Cuthbert was not 
caused by the way in which Oc- 
tel as opposed to RGP, had 
conducted its undertaking. 
Control was essential to liabil- 
ity under section 3(1) and Oc- 
td had no right to control the 
independent contractors 
did their work. 

Raymond Walker QC and Julian 
Waters (HM Dickinson Davis 
Campbell, Liverpool) far Octet 
Hugh Carlisle QC and Ian Burnett 
(foaaaySoBdnr) for theOown. 

iDrd Hoffimum said Octet's ar- 
gument was based on a confii- 

aonbdween two quite different 
concepts: an employer’s vicari- 
ous habOity for the tortious acts 

of another, and a duty imposed 
upon the employer himself. 

Section 3 was not concerned 
with vicarious liability. It j m - 
posed a duty on the employer 
himself. That duty was defined 
by reference to a certain kind 
.ot activity, namely ihe conduct 
of his undertaking. Section 3 re- 


quired him to do it in such a 
way as did not create risks to 
people’s health and safety. If he 
engaged an independent con- 
tractor to do work which 
formed part of the conduct of 
his undertaking, he must stip- 
ulate for whatever conditions 
were needed to avoid those 
risks and were reasonably prac- 
treble. That was why Ociel in- 
sisted its contractors adhered 
to i!? e Pcnnit-to-work system. 
, Question was simply 
whether the activity in question 
could be described as part of 
toe employer’s undertaking. 
In most cases the answer would 
be obvious. Octel's undertak- 
ing was running a chemical 
plant It was part of the conduct 
of that undertaking to have the 
cnlonne tank repaired. 
k- activity which' 
ta^ US ?i he nsk amounted 
to part of the conduct by the 
employer of his undertaking 
must m each ease be a question 
?n A should be left 

in U u Was 001 <lone so 

m mis case. But, since on the 
undisputed facts a property in- 

J^ded that having the tank 
0{ rite cop- 

?? undertaking, the 
conviction should be affixmed. 

**** M**n»th. Barrister 
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the leader page 


F our months after Boris Yeltsin’s 

%£**** presents a 

tetobing picture of politick 

paralysis, economic mismamSmem 

and increasing social dtaffS 
violence. The fresh boost to the reform 
process that Mr Yeltsin’s deS 
election victoiy was supposed to 

provide has yet to materialise In fact. 

on a range of fronts, from the chaotic 
& condition of thelrmed forSf ^ 

V ra ?? om stl ? et and the pUght of 
millions of unpaid workers, matters 
have almost certainly grown worse. 

The problems began with the 
president s prolonged absence from his 
desk, which cul m i n a t ed two weeks ago 
in a quintuple heart bypass operationTlt 
no doubt came as a relief to western 
governments to learn yesterday that Mr 
Yeltsin, m his first interview since the 
operation, had declared himself 
“fighting fir and ready to resume work 
after a spell in his favourite sanatorium. 
Yet even those who most fervently 
welcomed Mr Yeltsin’s victoiy in July 
over his Communist challenger, 
Gennady Zyuganov, must wonder how 
badly the president’s illness has 
disrupted the course of Russian reform. 

Under Russia’s constitution, tailor- 
made for Mr Yeltsin after he crushed an 
armed uprising in Moscow in October 
1993, power is concentrated to an 
extraordinary degree in the president’s 
h and s . If he is incapacitated, his 
subordinates are inevitably tempted to 



for us all 


intrigue against each other. The 
consequences for dBErarad govttpxaeait 
are predictably debilitating* '~-r 

Before his re-election, Mr Yfeftsin 
aggravated this- inherent weaknes of 
his presidential system by bringing the 
ambitious Alexander Lebed into his 
administration. - A torrid struggle 
quickly ensued between the retired 
general and a faction led by . the 
presidenf s chief of staff, Anatoly 
Chubais. It took almo&t four months for 
Mr Chubais to drum General Ldbed out 
of office, a time that should have been 
devoted to pressing issues such -as tax 
reform and purging Russian business 
life of corruption and crime, a 
Yet no sooner had Mr ChufeaK dealt 
with General Lebed tiuh he injected a 
quite unnecessary controversy into 
Russian po litics by appointing Boris 

Berezovsky, a financial and media 

tycoon who bankrolled Mr Yeltsin’s re- 
election campaign, as deputy secretary 
of the influential Security CoimdL Mr 
Berezovsky bad no obvious 
qualifications for this sensitive position. 
All that Mr Chubais achieved was to 
reinforce the Russian parliame nt’s 
determination to obstruct the Yeltsin 
administration’s policies, - and to 
confirm the impression among the 
Russian public that government under 
Mr Yeltsin equals govemmertt by cabaL 
While Mr Chubais schemed and Mr 
Yeltsin prepared to go under the 
surgeon’s knife, problems for the 
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Russian economy were rapidly 
mounting. It bad been known since 
January that Russia would phmge into a 
budgetary crisis later in the year unless 
the government took decisive action 
against corporate tax evasion. Some of 
Russia's largest, newly privatised 
companies contribute only trivial 
amounts of tax revenue to the state, and 
this is one reason for the delays, 
sometimes lasting several months, that 
millions of public-sectorworkers (not to 
mention soldiers) endure before they 
receive their wages. 

Yet h was not until last month that the 
administration set up an emergency tax 


commission to tackle the problem. The 
commission, which unfortunately bears 
the same initials in Russian as Lenin’s 
infamous Cheka political police, is 
already said to be cracking down hard 
on tax-dodgers. Yet the measure came 
too late for the International Monetary 
Fund, which was compelled to suspend 
the latest $340m (£205m) tranche of its 
three-year, SlOJZbn loan for Russia on 
the grounds that the government was 
breaking the terms of the agreement 
signed last February. The loan is vital to 
Russia’s market reforms because, if 
properly used, it will guarantee 
medium-term economic stability. 


facilitate Russian access to woridcapital 

markets and encourage foreign 
investment No doubt the IMF will 
eventually release the money. Yet it is a 
measure of the confusion inside Mr 
Yeltsin’s administration that his hand- 
picked officials allowed the crisis ro 
blow up in the first place. 

The same criticism applies to the 
administration’s treatment of military 
reform. Both General Lebed and Igor 
Rodionov, the man whom he selected as 
defence minister, have warned that the 
armed forces are on the brink of a 
catastrophe unless emergency 
measures are taken. For the moment, 
tins means mainly payment of overdue 
wages and restoration of discipline in 
disintegrating units where soldiers 
either foil to report for service or steal 
weapons for sale on the black market 

The problems may soon go much 
deeper. According to a recent CIA 
report, the control of the government 
and military leadership over Russia's 
thousands of nuclear weapons is 
weakening. Add to this such startling 
events as the crash last weekend of 
Russia’s $300m Mars probe, and the 
killing of 68 people in an explosion at a 
military base in the southern republic of 
Dagestan, and the impression of chaos 
in Russia grows stronger. 

Far from hailing Mr Yeltsin’s 
apparent return to health as a sign that 
all will soon be well, the West should 
understand that matters could easily get 


worse before they improve. Yet in 
certain fields, such as modernising tax 
administration and strengthening 
control over nuclear weapons, the West 
can and should offer quick and practical 
help. Triie, the West will never have 
more than a limited influence over 
events in Russia. But that is no excuse 
for turning into passive spectators of 
disorder, Or for behaving like naive 
cheer-leaders of poorly executed 
reform. We, and our political leaders, 
should worry about Russia. 

The family that 
never went away 

Divorce accelerates. So does the num- 
ber of children broughr up by lone 
mothers. The world bewails the collapse 
of moral standards. Then one of the 
most reliable annual surveys - the 
British Social Attitudes survey - finds 
that our sense of family is still intensely 
strong. Who do we turn to? Parent^ 
uncles, aunts. Who do we care for? Sib- 
lings, children, grandparents. Docs this 
surprise anyone? Of course, families 
come in many forms, some tight as a 
prison cell some anarchical]}’ extended. 
But aD of us, to some extent, live in them 
and through them. Funny, isn't it, when 
surveys tell you what you already know, 
but weren’t supposed to think? 


* 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 




Public must 
decide how to 
pay for NHS 

Sin The letter from Dr Brighouse 
(18 November) about the rationing 
now widespread in the NHS and 
the supposed development of a 
two-tier system to the disadvantage 
of patients of non-fundholding GPS 
does not address the true problem. 

In common with a large number 
of neighbouring fundholding 
practices we have had to instruct 
our local hospitals to stop all non- 
urgent admissions. Hie reason is 
clear from the following figures, 
comparing the number of; - 
procedures purchased!^ om 
ractice of 11,000 patients last • 
inanrial year and in the first sfr 
months of this year. 


E 


In-patient procedures 
Carried out, 1995-96 ■ 180 

In budget, 1996-67 251 

Carried out, April-Sept 1996 141 

Day-case procedures 
Carried out, 1995-96 342 

In budget, 1996-67 401 

Carried out, April-Sept 1996 379 

The problem is that the dfive to 
efficiency which the internal 
market aims to achieve has 
happened. The hospitals can now 
process more patients than ever 
before. Unfortunately there is no 
money available to pay for all this 
additional work. 

There are only two possible 
solutions: for the Government, any 
government,^ find realistic 
additional money to allow the 
hospitals operate at maximum 
capacity and reduce waiting lists; or 
for hospitals to temporarily 
downsize, or even, heaven forbid, 
reduce the number of hospitals to 
fit in with required and affordable 
capacity. 

I see no evidence either locally 
or nationally of a proper costed 
debate which allows those most 
affected, the general public, to 
decide which of these alternative ' 
paths they wish to choose and to 
pay for. 

Dr JOHN GRACE 
Higfutm, 

Kent 

New victims of. 
Nigerian ‘justice’ 

Sin Last year I attended the Ogoni 
trials as an observer on behalf of 
the Bar Human Rights Committee 
and the Law Society. Subsequently 
Article 19 published my detailed 
analyses of the flagrant injustice of 
the trials, the paucity of the 
prosecution evidence and the 
breathtaking dishonesty of the 
judgments. 

I was therefore both intrigued 
and perturbed to read the articles 
you published in which Richard 
North (“Can you be sure of Ken 
Saro-Wiwa?”, 8 November) and- 
Donu Kogbara (“Ken Saro-Wiwa 
was never a saint”, 12 November) 
insinuated that Saro-Wiwa was 
guilty. 

Sir, these articles challenge two 
questions. Fust, what reliable 
evidence do North and Kogbara 
have? There was never any 
impartial investigation by the 
Nigerian authorities ofthe 
circumstances of the killings ofthe 

four Qgpni chiefs. There was never 
any fair or proper trial. No right of 

appeal was allowed. 

The two men who were to have 
been the principal witnesses 
against Saro-Wiwa 



ana tnoaiui • 

esses for the prosecution had 


been bribed to give false evidence. 
This was never investigated. 
Furthermore the continuing 
military occupation of Ogoofland 
and widespread corruption make it 
very difficult to be sure that anyone 
clai ming to be a witness for either 
side is truthfuL 

Secondly, why the emphasis on " 
Saro-Wiwa? What about the eight 
other defendants executed along 
with him?. North and Kogbara . 
make the same error that they 
attribute to the supporters of Saro- = 
Wiwa. Eulogy or criticism of just . 
one famous man is besidetbe 
point: nine peoplewere brutally- 1 
executed, after an unfair trial at ' 

which no ope ought to have been : 
convicted . .■ • . 

Finally, both articles, in 
concentrating on one charismatic 
figure, ignore a matter of much . 

greater current concern. There are 
19 other Ogonis who have been in 
custody for well over a year. They 
face trial by the same tribunal ; . 
which unjustly convicted the nine 
already executed, on the same 
charges and on the same evidence. 
None of Ihemis a famous writer 
and environmentalist. Ah are in 
peril of their lives. 
NflCHAELBIRNBAUMQC. ; 
London WC2 


Tax turn-up 

Sin So the Tbries have started their. 


taxes up.-In 1992 they saidu I voted 
Labour my taxes would gp“ np^and 
it was true. I voted Labour, and-... . 
since then my taxes have gone up 
•22 times. • 

PAUL RICHARDS 
Labour’s prospective parliamentary 
candidate} 

London 


Why crime fell 
in New York 

Sir Your piece about crime in New 
York (“City Father v the 
Godfathers", 19 November) 
perpetuates several myths about 
my former home. 

Firet, its fall in crime in general 
and homicide in particular is not the 


irulianl William Brattoo was sacked 
as Giulianfs Police Commissioner 
because he gained too much credit 
for ihezero tolerance of “quality of 
life” offences. Bratton had already 
used thk approach with great success 
as head of me subway police in New 
York, and in Boston. But US and 
British, criminologists do not accept 
either man’s claim that this fully 

accounts for the fall in New York 

homicides. 

- New York’s experience is not 
unique. In fact some 325 American 
cities have seen dramatic falls in 
homicide. Several others, such as 
Mixmeapolis, have seen an increase. 

Nor was Newark the most 
dangerous place in America. For 
years ithas languished well behind 
many other cities soch as Houston, 
Detroit and Chicago. 

. -What is welcome is the long 
overdue recognition by American 
and British police that “quality of 
life” offences deserye-their 
attention at least as much as more 
exciting but far less common 
violent crimes which- drive public 
fear. Most criminologists agree the 
high number ofUShwrudi 
theresuli of easy access to 


esis 


handguns. They admire the British 
government’s willingness to ban 
them, and win be dismayed they 
have not followed their own logic 
and banned them altogether. 
ROGER GRAEF 
London W9 


Oxford welcomed 
gift from Flick 

Sin Even by the standards of the 
press coverage of the controversy 
over the Flick Chair of European 
Thought at Oxford. Janies Archer’s 
letter (19 November) sets a high 
level of inaccuracy. 

He says the univcisity’s ethics 
committee was against accepting 
Dr Flick’s generous benefaction. It 
was not, nor did the university ever 
seek to repudiate ft. 

He then says that the Chair of 
European Thought would have 
promoted unders tandin g between 
European cultures. As holder of 
the Cn air, now re-endowed by a 
new benefactor, I find this 
gratifying, but why the use of the 
past conditional? 

The Flick case, in which I 
concurred with the university's 
decision to accept the money and 
was grateful font, and the Said 
case, in which, on the terms the 
donor seeks to exact, I do not, are 
in no way comparable and Mr 
Archer does a disservice to clear 
Thjnlong about either by giving 
currency to his seif-made muddle. 
JW BURROW 

Professor of European Thought 
University of Oxford 


Our vouchers did 
expand nurseries 

Sir Margaret Hodge’s letter (18 
November) suggests that the 
nursery education voucher scheme 
has not created new places. 

The Government has never 
claimed that the voucher scheme 
would provide all the places 
needed for four-year-olds 
overnight. Bui a sound start has 
been made in just one term. 
Figures from a survey undertaken 
by Norfolk County Council show, 
in the private and voluntary sectors 
alone, 285 new places for fbur- 
year-olds with vouchers, and L3G0 
children taking advantage of more 
sessions each week. Good news 
indeed for those children and their 
parents. I would be fascinated to 
know what Margaret Hodge 
considers created those extra 
sessions if it was not nursery 
vouchers. 

In the state sector, Norfolk 
County Council has created 1300 
new nursery places. Of these, some 
600 are attributed by the council to 
the voucher scheme. Norfolk, and 
die three otherphase one LEAs, 
were given modest additional 
borrowing permission in 1996-97 
becausethe Private Finance 
Initiative- which we expect to be a 
significant source of capital in 
1997-98 and onwards- was not 
sufficiently developed at the time. 

Schools" tend to recruit into 
nursery and reception classes in the 
autumn term. It is no Surprise, 
therefore, that the proportion of 
children in state schools has 
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probably increased. It happens 
every year, as Margaret Hodge 
should know, with the voluntary 
sector picking up increased 
numbers in the spring and summer 
terms. 

ROBIN SQUIRE MP 
Parliamentary Under-Secretary of 
State 

Department for Educa t ion and 

Science 

London SW1 


The Abbess and 
the Snark 

Sir The Abbess Hfldegard of 
Bingen (1098-1179) began to have 
those visions which so impressed 
and influenced her contemporaries 
at the age of 42; and. at the other 
end of the spectrum. Lewis Carroll 
wrote in The Hunting of the Snark: 

, He bod forty-two boxes, all carefully 
packed. 

With his name painted dearly on each: 

But since he omitied in mention the 

fact. 

They were all leA behind on the beach. 
JEREMY BARKER 
KATHERINE BARKER 
Sherborne. 

Dorset 


About that euro 

Sin Now that all the major parties 
have decided to hold a referendum 
if they decide in government to 
recommend that the UK should 
join the European single currency, 
which will be the first to announce 
that a referendum will be held if 
they decide to recommend against 
it? 

GORDON MACINTYRE 
Ayr 


War dead who 
reject the silence 

Sir: James Seymour's unease about 
a permanent two-minute silence on 
Armistice Day (letter, 15 
November) may well be shared by 
millions, including - in absentia - 
many of those who died. 

On my way to this country in 
1943 with several hundred other 
trained aircrew, a dozen or so of us 
used to meet in one of the 
troopship’s lifeboats after lunch, to 
play cards and discuss various 
matters. One was whether or not 
we wished our whole nation to 
come to a stop for two minutes 
each year on the date the previous 
war had ended, in order to 
remember those of us who would 
not survive the present one. 

One person was wholly in favour 
of the two-minutes' silence. The 
rest of us came to the consensus 
that it might be all right for a 
decade or two after the war, if most 
people wished it, but that we would 
all much prefer that the survivors 
and their relatives devoted at least 
some of their time each year to a 
concerted effort in trying to 
understand why ware broke out. 
and in what way they could be 
prevented - a positive outlook. 

As one of the very few survivors 
of our little group, I feel 1 would be 
dishonouring the memory of those 
who “got the chop" if I were now to 
support the very thing they did not 
want. It gave me an unpleasant 
feeling when 1 saw on television a 
British policeman compulsorily 
hold up a line of traffic for this 
year’s two-minute silence. The 
regimented nature of the two- 
minute silence at this late date 
reminds me a bit too much of the 
kind of regimentation that we were 
all fighting against, though I quite 
understand the noble thought 
behind it. 

LEN CLARKE 
Uxbridge, 

Middlesex 

Sir: Britain may well be obsessed 
with the past, and nostalgic 
compared with countries overseas, 
particularly about the Second 
World Whr (lerter, IS November). 

The point about the two-minute 
silence, however, is not merely to 
continue some rose-tinted 
tradition, but to remember those 
who died not only in that war, but 
in conflicts all over the world. 
Throughout Europe, extreme 
right-wing groups who share Nazi 
ideals still proliferate and have 
widespread support. The tragedy of 
the Bosnian conflict, which echoed 
so many of the horrors of the 
Second World War, made it dear 
that the world has learnt veiy little 
in the past 52 years, and two 
minutes of reflection a year is 
therefore still terribly relevant. It is 
a small but significant gesture, and 
should not be dismissed. 

MAJA PAWTNSKA 
Croydon, Surrey 


Spare an iron 

Sin Quite by chance I discovered 
the seemingly little-known fact that 
Ip and 2p British coins, minted in 
1992 and after, are magnetic, 
whereas those minted earlier are 
not. Presumably the latter were of a 
copper alloy whilst the magnetic 
ones contain a fair proportion of 
iron. 

Iron is rather cheaper ihan 
copper, so the currency is, in a 
sense, debased. Beggars should ask 
folk to spare an iron, rather than a 
copper. And why the fuss about a 
single European currency, when 
our own is not what it used to be? 
Dr JAMES HUTCHJSON 
Birmingham 
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The crofters of 
Eigg have 
been tdd that 
the Lottery 
will Mp them 
to buy their 
island - if they 
quickly raise 
tiie rest of the 
f 2m price. 
Maxwell 
MacLeod has 
been keeping a 
diary of the 
last seven days 
of their 


campaign 



had "“a great summer working 
as a labourer and has achieved 
his three targets, “a new van. a 
holiday for the kids and money 

leftover**. . 

Davie savs he is an arth.ni 
supporter of the buyout pro- 
posals. because the Gaelic will 
notbe saved by television pro- 
grammes or consultants or 
grants, it’s too far gone. He says 
Sat the only hope for the Guvlst 
is to do what they have been 

asking people to do for 20H 
years: give them back their land. 


IVtesday 19 November Daniel 
Morgan of Edinburgh Univer* 
s ity is doing his PhD on whiil 
has been happening on the 
Island of Eigg- For two and a 
half years he has been involved 
in evaluating every field, house 
and proposed business ven- 
ture. Hjs opinion of the 

■i —inn ic vfrainhtfnr. 
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islanders’ plan is straigntlor 
ward: “I not only think that the 
islanders can run the place bet- 
ter than any other landowner 
would. I know it as fact. They 
are well-disciplined, extremely 
intelligent, know the land and 
its problems better than anyone 
else, and are prepared to work 
for what would be seen on the 
mainland as low wages in order 
to achieve what I believe to be 
a just cause." 


The Eigg race is on 


T he 63 inhabitants of 
Eigg are attempting 
to buy their Heb- 
ridean island from 
their laird, a Ger- 
man artist who has chosen to 
call himself Maruma after 
imagining that he saw the name 
written in a puddle of water 
outside a Stuttgart nightclub. 

Herr Maruma purchased the 
island for £1.6no in April 1995 
from the car dealer Keith 
Schellenberg, whose relation- 
ship with members of the island 
community became so strained 
that on the day of his departure 
he requested police protection. 
Shortly after the purchase, Mr 
Maruma. who styles himself 
professor, told the press that he 
imagined that it would Lake an 
investment of around £15m to 
turn the island into "his dream 
concept" of an ecologically 
responsible, economically sus- 
tainable centre of Green 
tourism, and he quickly con- 
vinced the islanders that he was 
anxious to work with them, 
that he hoped to turn the 


energy of their anger into a pos- 
itive force for creative change. 

The amiable German was 
initially listened to with enthu- 
siasm by the battle-weary 
islanders, but suspicions were 
raised after the 44-year-old 
artist requested that the cow- 
pats on the island's beach be 
swept away as he found them 
unsightly, and failed to give the 
islanders any indication of how 
he was going to finance his 
plans. 

Three months ago. the artist, 
who had initially announced 
that he intended to be resident 
on the island but has so far only 
been there for four out of his 
600 days of ownership, put Eigg 
back on the market. The 
islanders launched an appeal, in 
partnership with the Scottish 
Wildlife Trust and the local 
authority, to buy it from him. 

The islanders’ business plan, 
which has evolved slowly and 
democratically over the past 
year, is to run the island 
through a trust whose trustees 
will comprise four democrat- 


ically elected islanders, two 
members of the local authority 
and two from the conservation 
body. If they are successful, this 
may lead the way for other 
community buyouts throughout 
the Highlands and Islands, pro- 
viding a new pattern for wild- 
land management 


Wednesday 13 November: 
Crofter Maggie Fyffe’s house is 
one of the wannest and happi- 
est homes that I know. How- 
ever, it has no mains electricity, 
mains water, rubbish collec- 
tion or adequate television 
reception, and the water is 
heated by a wood-burning 
stove. The previous laird said 
that he liked the island to have 
that “slightly rundown Heb- 
ridean feel", a sentiment that 
Maggie says he would quickly 
have been disabused of had he 
ever had to spent a winter on 
the island living in a swaying 


caravan and trying to get by on 
> cheque. 


a small Giro cheque. 

The island has no proper vil- 
lage hall, pier, shop or tea 



Phone for a free home Insurance quote weekdays Bam -8pm, Saturday 9am - 2pm. 
We regret that we cannot quote for rented unfurnished accommodation. 


room, and the small wind gen- 
erator that heats the school- 
room is forever breaking down. 

Things. may change, how- 
ever, because the islanders have 
great hopes for upgrading the 
island if they manage to buy it, 
and Maggie is the island’s 
appeals co-ordinator. 

Moggie, who is in her early 
thirties but looks much younger, 
says that she seldom gets much 
mail apart from “odd crappy 
clothes catalogues that she 
doesn’t want in the first place”. 
Today, though, she has received 
380 letters containing£3(MXX) of 
donations. By the end of this 
week she and her team wifi have 
processed more than 900 let- 
ters, containing £108,000. 

Today, Maggie's team of 
appeal volunteers consists of: 
Scruff the lobster fisherman, 
whose job it is to open the mail; 
Tasha, her daughter, home 
from her job as a waitress in a 
pancake bar in Edinburgh to 
“crack other eiggs”. the com- 
puter whiz who also fields Inter- 
net contributions; and Davie 
the crofter, whose bands are 
red raw after a day collecting 
whelks in freezing conditions. 

Once sorted by the first team 
of volunteers, they will scatter 
by tractor, van, bicycle or on 
foot to take the precious letters 
to six other houses where a new 
team will take over processing 
die letters and cheques into the 
island's six home computers 
and answering them. 

Five hours after the 300 let- 
ters have arrived, they have aJQ 
been opened, answered and 


processed. This, then, is the 
community that a former laird 
once described as “dangerous 7 ’. 
How right he was. 


Thoratey 14 November. Tbday 
Scruff is sitting at home in his 
caravan as it is too stormy to go 
to sea. Even though there are 
at feast a dozen empty houses 
on the island, there are none 
for him to.let on the long-term. 


although be hopes to move 
iltnou 


into a newly built housing asso- 
ciation cottage soon. 

Almost all incomers to the 
island have spent time living in 
caravans. It is estimated that 
400 people are living in cara- 
vans in neighbouring Skye, and 
marry leave the Highlands and 
Islands in despair after their 
first winter in a caravan. 

Tb fill in the lime. Scruff is 
tearing the used stamps off 
today's batch of letters to sell 
them in aid of the appeal. He 
will get 7p a hundred. Last year, 
bachelor Scruff received con- 
siderable coverage in . the 
tabloid press after advertising 
in his local newspaper for a wife 
who could "cook, sew, mend 
lobster creels and who ideally 
should own a small fishing boat 
with a low insurance”. He asked 
all respondents to send a photo- 
Of the boat. Scruffs 


dram of the evening. He is a 
delightful man, intelligent and 
erudite, and he is the 12th gen- 
eration to live in this lovely 
place. His land, to him, is as 
important as any of his limbs. 

Like several of the older 
generation of islanders, Angus 
has been wonyingmore than a 
little about what life would be 
like if tire islanders manage to 
buy the island. He is useato.a 1 
system in which the laird would 
take a good deal of the deci- 
sions that would affect his life. 
Like many, he thinks that in an 
ideal world it would be won- 
derful if Eigg was purchased by 
a benevolent multi-millionaire 
who would pour in money and 
make intelligent decisions on 
how it was spent. 

“But there comes a time 
when you have to decide,” he 
says, “and 1 have decided that 
this is like a war, and when you 
are in a war you have to go for 
it with absolute conviction or 
you are never going to achieve 
anything." Angus is behind this 
move with all his heart and soul 
although he can’t deny that he 
has his worries. 


ewes and attending to duties 
such as the school run, the Calor 


gas supply service and being the 
local volunteer constable. 


After a protracted legal bat- 
tle, the Carrs have been unable 
to get a lease on their form for 


the seven years they have 
it. TTiey 


latest girlfriend is now thinking 
of having a T-shirt printed with 


the words "I Didn't Apply to 
that Advertisement.” 


Friday 15 November: Over in 
Qearaale, the crofter 
McKinnon is having his 


Saturday 16 November: Over in 
Kfldonan Farm, the Carr family 
are watching the progress of the 
appeal with considerable inter- 
est They have five children, all 
still being educated, and money 
is tight- Marie is a fifth-genera- 
tion islander who gets up at six 
each morning to make the bread 
for her guesthouse, while Colin, . 
her husband, is seldom at home 
as he is so busy working his L000 


worked it they say that they 
are exhausted and bored of 
promising themselves that next 
year.wifi, surely be better. 

A few weeks ago, the family's 
11-year-old daughter, Amy, 
received a late-nightphone call 
saying that Mkftael Joreyth, the 
Scottish Secretary, would be 
dropping in by helicopter at 
seven in the morning to discuss 
their predicament With her. 
mother already asleep in bed 
and father away visiting friends 
on the other side of the island, 
Amy thought that the best plan 
would be to leave a note beside 
her parents’ bed telling them 
that some man called Michael 
Forsyth would be dropping in 
for breakfast 

Colin's observations on read- 
ing the note when he returned 
at two in the morning are not 
recorded, but are believed to 
have involved both religion and 
biology. The meeting was a 
great success. 


Wednesday 20 November: It's 
two o’clock in the afternoon, 
and Maggie has answered the 
phone with a trembling bond 
far the 300th time today. Most 
of the calls are from the world's 
press, asking her what’s hap- 
pening, but the only person she 
wants to speak to is the man 
from the Lottery board. • 

Eventually, the call comes. 
Shaking with emotion, she 
turns to the TV and radio crews 
and to Scruff and to Ihsha and 
to Davie and to half the world 
and his wife who seem some- 
how to have crammed them- 
selves into her front room. It' 
looks like , we've done it. A 
moment later, she turns back to 
go into her office for a few sec- 
onds alone. • 

It has been a long, hard 
stnijgk: lasting for many, many 
years, -and there's been too 
many committee meetings to 
count. Bui they are not home 


yet. The people of Eigg have a 
little 


Sunday 17 November: Crofter 
Davie Robertson is. in his own 
words, a “man of strong opin- 
ions”. A nationalist to the core, 
his family were crofters before 
they moved to a difficult part of 
Glasgow. He has returned to 
farm and learn Gaelic. 

Ibday he tells me that be has 


le over a week left to raise as 
much funds from public sub- 
scription as they can before 
they make their bid. 

If they do achieve their 
objective of buying the island, 
they know that they will be in 
for several years of negotiations 
among themselves as to how 
the island's many resources can 
be utilised. They don’t want to 
run a commune, and current 
negotiations suggest that they 
will be leasing off certain busi- 
nesses on the island to differ- 
ent independent people or 
groups. 

But what will happen if they 
don’t manage to buy the island 
next week? What will happen if 
another Maruma or Reith 
Schellenberg decides that they 
want to own a little empire, for 
a couple of million? 

Maggie shrugs at the ques- 
tion. “Well just do our best and 


keep on fighting for a better 
life. It’s our only option." 


Homer took the pith, and Jesus put it back 



by Professor Justin 
Apocrypha, bead of the 
Anecdote Department at 
Milton Keynes University, 
and was entitled 
“Storytelling: A Historical 
Overview”. 


Miles 

Kington 


‘Ti 


can't ted stories,” 
women often say to 
me, “In fad, I can’t 
even remember them.” 

That, in a nutshell, is why 
women’s conversation is 
often so much better than 

men’s. They are not telling 
stories. Nor are they totting 
them badly, as so many men 
do. Still, it seems hopeless to 
try to stop men teftlng 
stories, so perhaps we ought 
to try to teach them to tell 
them better: 

With this in mind, I have 
pleasure in bringing you the 
text of this year’s Jonathan 
Miller Memorial Lecture, 
which was given last month 


. "Once upon a time the 
storyteller was an honoured 
member of the community. 

A poet, a minstrel, a 
troubadour, a bardi Songs 
were stories, and stories 
were songs? and when the 
bard struck his lyre, be was 
telling the tiribe their own 
stories, their own myths and 
legends!" • 

Cries of “Gef to the point, 
you (M gas-bag!” and * Fast 
forward, somebody!” 

“But today we have only a 
shrunken remnant of that 
great tradition. When an 
after-dinner speaker gets up 
and says, "In this connection 
I am reminded of the story 
of the man who goes into a 
chemist s shop with a banana 
in both ears’, is it possible to 
believe that this is the art of 
storytelling at its finest? Is 
this how the Latins and 
Greeks conversed? Did 
Roman storytellers get up 
after dinner and say: 

“ There was once a 
Nubian, a Carth aginian and 
an Etruscan travelling to 


Rome together, and they 
were stranded for from 
anywhere when night fell, so 
they made for the nearest 
farm, where a farmer lived 
with his daughter ...’ 

“Do you think that is how 
stories started in the old 
days? 

“How wrong can you be! : 

"In the old days people 
had stomach for longer 
stories. Think of the Iliad. 
Think of the Odyssey!” 

Cries of "Jes, yes! Me are 
thinking of it! What do we do 
next?” 

“Do you think that Homer 
cleared bis throat after 
dinner and shyly said: ‘In 
this connection I am 
reminded of the incident of 
the Trojan Wars’, and then 
launch into a 10-hour saga? 
Of course he didn’tl He told 
long stories and people 
expected it Do you think the 
Old Testament prophets told 
snappy little stories? Of 
course not! They had mighty 
attention spans m those 
days. A’storytelier would 
clear his throat and say, ‘In 
the beginning was the Word, 
and the Word was God’, and 

you’d know you were in for a 
long session. 

"The man who dragged 
storytelling into the modem 
era was none other than 



Jesus. Jesus had lots of good 
new ideas - New Testament, 
New Christianity, you might 
say - and they were not all 
religious. 

“One of his best ideas was 
to keep stories short. 
Parables, he called them. He 
got in quick and told them 
-fost ana got out again. No 
banging around when Jesus 
told stories. Do you think 
that he cleared his throat 
and said, Tn this connection 
1 am reminded of the story 
Of the prodigal son’ ...? Or 
that he hogged the 
conversation by saying ‘Do 
you know the one about the 
Good Samaritan? Oh, that’s 
a great one! Anyway, there 
was this bloke, and he was 
going along the road when 
suddenly these thieves 
attacked him... ’? Of course 
not. Jesus was the first 
siappy storyteller of modern 
tunes. 

. “Even Shakespeare 
himself is not exempt from 
bad storytelling habits. Do 
you remember the bit at the 
beginning of Macbeth when 
they are anxiously awaiting 
news of the battle and a 
bleeding sergeant comes in 
from the battlefield? ‘How's 
the battle going?’ they ask. 
And what does he say? 

TU tell you what he said 


"Doubtful it stood 
As fwo spent shimmers that do 
cling together 
And choke their art. The 
merciless Macdonald - 
Worthy to be a rebel, for to that 
The multiplying \illainies of 
nature 

Do swarm upon him -from the 
Western Isles 

Of kxms and gaiioglasses is 
supplied...'” 

Cries of "What's he on 

about? Waiter, fetch a 
dictionary !” 

“My point exactly! That is 
storytelling at its worst! 
Considering that the 
sergeant is bleeding to death 

you d think he’d get to the 

point a bit quicker, but oh 

no! He drags it out and 

makes a pig’s ear of it! AU it 
needs to make the story even 
longer is for the Needing 

sergeant’s wife to interrupt 

and say, 'There were lots of 
galloglassos, dear, hut no 
kerns that l remember', 
because if anything can make 

a bad Rtoyyworse.it is the 
interruption of a pedantic 
spouse. After all. none of the 
great storytellers was 

married! Homer, Jesus - 

— &** 1 never 

to nc interrupted hv a wife 

whilctellinc* , ■ - ■■ 
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doesn’t add up 



datives to look at how every 


DcmcM 
Mxcmh/m : 

Labour won’t 
put its 
spending 
policies an 
the table 
until after 
the vote, 
while the 

Tories’ claims 
are highly 
creative 


speed finks to the Channel 
nel, either it presages a policy, 
or it is just warm words. If 
David Bhmkett dicers up 
teachers’ conference by saying 
he will “consider sabbaticals, is 
something really gping on? Or 
has he got his lingers crossed 
behind his back m a “don’t 
worry, Gordon, it’s not a com- 
mitment” sort of way? 

These may be priorities. Bui 
Labour is understemlably reluc- 
tant f o lden tify the savings that 
would be required to pay for 
them. So they can’t be policies, 
at least until after the election. 
Tbe result is an almost snrreaJ- 
istkahy bleak series of Nyets 
from Blown: £51m on the efis- 
abkd? Another Tbrylie: the dis- 
abled rights Bill wm “involve” 
the xntagjnig of casting £500,000 


T he tension in the air at 
Labour’s press confer- 
enceyestcrday afternoon 
was palpable. William Walde- 
graves attempt to cost Labour’s 
programme marked, urnnis- 
takeably, the beginning of the 
end of the phoney war. So far, 
so good. But are we ary wiser? 

Conservative costing opera^ 
irons in 1986 and 1991 infficted 
real d a m a g e on Labour, and in 
doing so. they helped to change 
the terms of the debate. If you 
think Labour has been right to 
ditch its past tax-and-spending 
addiction, then it follows that 
the lories have already per- 
formed a democratic, perhaps 
even constitutional service. 

They have helped to save 
Labour from itself 
That is precisely why it is 
more difficult to make the 
charges stick this time. In 1 992, 

Labour had two cast-iron 
spending commitments: to 
restore child benefit and old- 
age pensions to their 1979 lev- 
els. In 1996, it isn’t like that 
Many of the biggest of the 
supposed promisesm the Tory 
dossier don't figure at all in 
Labour’s policy document New 
Life for Britain. And Gordon 
Brown re-emphasised yester- 
day that that was the one and 
only holy writ. Indeed, one 
ride-effect of the Wal degrave 
document may well be to 
strengthen Brown’s hand m 
forcing his colleagues to get 
real. I suspect that several 
shadow ministers will read 
Brown's brutal rejection of spe- 
cific Tory cl aims about their 
spending plans with some dis- 
may. It is true, too, that Brown has repeated 
again and again that increases in spending win 
be met from existing resources. And nobody 
in the Shadow Cabinet has been brave enough 
to challenge that. What’s more. Brown shows 
every sign of meaning it. 
lb which the' sharp young Thry backroom 

boys have an answer. OK, they say, it’s heads lar success before the 1987 and 1992 elections, 
we win, tails they lose. Maybe we (an 1 ! whip up the modem Tfbiy costing of Labour's pro- 
file fear that we did before the last election, gramme thinks so. in a pamphlet for the Social 
And yes, maybe, given bur own pretty formid- Market Foundation, Andrew T/rie suggests an 
able record of putting up taxes since 1992, we independent fiscal policy committee which 
aren’t going to be able to say, as MichaeTHes- —would con&ider both g overnment and opposi- 
eltine did last time," that the election will be . tron tax and mending plans before elections 
about three issues: taxjla£and tax. But if the ’■ and pfonounce on them. “• 7 ' 
answer is that these aren’t commitments ataU, The result of such a process in J997 might 

as Brown says, then what on earth have all these well expose an unmentionable troth: that 
frontbench spokesmen been doing goinj* there is nothing much to choose between the 
around the country telling appreciative and*- two parties on tax and spending. It would cer- 

t of steam out of the inter-paity 


esterday s Tbry document 
certainly makes some 
ulariy creative claims. The only 
haid evidence for saying that 
Labour is going to Increase 
spending on community care 
(would that , there: .was more, 
many voters wifi say) is a state- 
ment by Margaret Beckett 


made before. Tbny Blair even 
became leader. The Tbry esti- 
mate for the cost of the national . 
minimum wage of a tidy£3.7bn 
not only- takes no account of 
potential savings to social secu- 
rity benefit but assumes that it 
will be introduced at 50 per 
cent of male earnings, or more 
than £4 per hour - and there- 
fore that it will affect large 
parts of the public sector. In the 
real world. Labour’s mmimhm wage probably 
won’t be high enough to include most public- 
sector workers. But in the virtual world of elec- 
tioneering. Labour dare not say so. And the 
Tbries can say what they like. 

Isn’t there a better way? As it happens, the 


ences what they want to hear? It plays (the 
Tbries will say) right into our theme of Labour 
hypocrisy. If Labour isn’t spendthrift any 
more, then it is two-faced instead. 

The Tbries have a point. It is all very well say- 
ing, as Brown did yesterday, that all statements 
not featured in New Life for Britain - includ- 
ing those of Tbny Blair - are not party com- 
mitments. But then what are they for? If 
Andrew Smith, former Shadow Chief Secretary 
to the Treasury, says to the Labour Party con- 
ference that Labour will be Amounting new ini- 


r take a lot of steam out < 
conflict on the issue and leave them looking 
for other things to talk about. The electorate 
might even be let in cm some of the real choices 
that consenting political adults constantly dis- 
cuss in private: should we tax child benefit? 
Would green taxes be sensible? Do we need 
the European Fighter Aircraft? And so on. 

classes yestenta^no doubt, when he said 
Tyrie’S idea sounded “interesting’’ but that he 
doubted that it was “practical”. 



iopin nocturnes and 
List rhapsodies after supper. 
Readers of Joyce's story “The 
Dead”, from Dubliners , will 
remember the salon run by 
the nrasic-kmng sisters which 
seemed, even in 1914. a pretty 
moribund rituaL But the 
home concert never actually 
disappeared. 

In the past couple of years 
Pve been to a few classical 
soirfees in N oiling H21, pul on 
by friends of mined (and 
expensive) taste, and 
appreciated the evening’s air 
of slightly determined 
sophistication. But I've never 
enjoyed one so much as on 
Saturday night. 

The scene was Douglas 
Hitchhiker's Guide Adams’s 
splendiferous pad in 
Islington. A cross-section of 
A-Hst types is crammed into 
an upper room: George 
Martin, the veteran producer 
of all the Beatles albums; 

Tbny Gilliam, the crazed 
visionary director; Mriyyn 
Bragg and Mariella Frostrup 
and Angus Deayton and Ed 
Victor and Salman Rushdie 
and Geoffrey Robertson QC, 
and Kathy Lette and so forth. 

There was also a large 
American in a check shirt, 
beard and a trophy wife. 
“Who's that?" I hissed. 

“Don’t you know anything?" 
came the reply. “Paul Allen, 
Microsoft billionaire.’’ He 
turned out not to be the only 
one of this category present. 
Later I worked out that the 
combined wealth of the room 
was in 11 figures ... 

The guests piled into 
Adams’s library and dived for 
the rugs. Great levellers, rugs: 
Lobbs brogues fought for 
space with Anhani’d bottoms. 


pagne. Bui then the music 
started and nobody cared any 
longer. A guitarist called 
Robbie McIntosh, looking like 
one of the more obvious 
villains in Cracker, played 
blinding instrumentals with 
his band, the Polygenes, on 
bass and cello. 

A handsome, fiftyish 
carnival barker from 
Southend, with slicked-back 
while hair and a scarlet 
waistcoat, turned out to be 
Gary Brooker, former voice 
and organ of Procul Harum. 
He sang a love song of 
staggering lewdness (“Shove 
me in your steaming vat/ 
Make me spit like chicken 
fat”) and a moving ballad 
based on the late-night 
shipping forecast, with lyrics 
by D Adams (“Dogger, ’ 
Fisher, German Bight /Help 
me make it through the 
night”) before doing the 
whole of *A Whiter Shade of 
Pale” with abandoned verses 
and all 

The star of the evening, 
though, was Margo 
Buchanan, a green-eyed 
chanteuse in a little black 
□umber, who smiles like Lulu, 
sings like Maria Muldaur and 
has a bit of a way with an 
audience. Sbe has these 
terribly slender hands, you 
see, and when sbe extends her 
amazingly long fingers at 
moments of emphasis, you ... 
But I fear Tm straying from 
the essentially tnuaicological 
nature of this critique. 

She has always stayed a 
backing singer, she told me, 
because she never Handed 
wiggling her bottom on stage 
and getting taxied up like a 
Spice Girl; a back bar, a crush 
and a dirty blues is more her 
line. She's probably right, as 
you sit in the library at this 




The party’s over for top Tories 


T he names of Tbiy MPs who are retiring at 
the election reads as if a census bad been 

taken at Camelot. Twenty-eight knights of 
shire and suburb, 18 members of the Privy Coun- 
cil, nine also-rans and Steve Norris are to quit. 
Thai makes a total, so far, erf 57 members of the 
1922 Committee. A veteran or two wfl] remain 
(providing they survive the election), including 
Sir Marcus Fox and Sir Geoffrey Johnson Smith. 
What will such a purge do to the post-election 
Toiy party? 

1 was first elected to Parliament as MP for 
Rochester and Chatham in October 1959. The 
Tory party was led by Harold Mac m ill a n , whose 
had' teeth, shabby cardigan and elegant devi- 
ousness set the tone for a foe-year Parliament 
His necktie bore the stripes of the Brigade of 
V jfGuards. Until the 1930s there was a phrase coro- 
£ moo in the Brigade, “to be as brave as a. 
Macmillan". But in the early Sixties, when Ms 
government lost popularity, he stood in need of 
all his courage. 

The run-of-the-mill Tbry MP had bad “a good 
war”; some still used their military rank. The 
party’s backbench defence committee attracted 
a formidable body of mffitaiy men. Tbday, there 
is not a soldier in the party. Forty years ago, the 
average Tbry had gone into politics as an exten- 
sion of his sense of social obligation. He did not 
seek office. He was content to serve, either in 
the Whips’ Office, which in those dajrs consisted 
of one-time adjutants of good regiments, or, 
more simply, as the party’s ballast ^ - - 
David Maxwell Fyfc (described by M a c mi llan 
as “the stupidest man I have ever met”) once 
proclaimed that loyalty was the ’party’s secret 
weapon. He was to be proved disastrously 
wrong. In feet, and in recent years, disloyalty has 
come to be the Conservative Party’s not-so-secret 



1 Save prints taken from rwo picture of the 
House of Commons. The first, painted in I960, 
and presented to the Prime Minister by the 1922 
Committee as a gesture of thanks for winning 
• 4 the 1959 election, shows the Tory benches as 
7 block as a convention of undertakers; Thenm- 
form worn was Mack trousers, blade, hand- made 
shoes and striped jackets. Ties, when they.wcre 
not of an instantly recognisable smpe.were of 
City silver. In ray picture, a confident Macmn- 
hin is seen at the despatch box, lord of all he air- 

vevTThe old aabMnanager was at his peak. ‘ it would owe uum . 

ic fshws a vexydifferent picture. The. under- thmgof Steve Nona, a little of Edwma Cume 


Win or lose, the election will be the end of 
a famous era, writes Julian Critchley, 
lamenting the new Conservative class 


takers have given way to biids, : i£not of paradise, 
then of prey. Whhe bandkeittrie& have become . 
blue suits a lighter shade ofpalb; rimes, either 
brown or grey. It ifrimpqsabfe to tell a Conser- 
vative MP from a LaboorcoIIeagae. 

Were a third prcture to be pasted circa 1996, 
it would owe more to Bacon thin to Botticelli 


and a good deal of David Mellor. The Govern- 
ment backbenches are packed with hard-faced 
young men flaunting their ideology, either in 
; favour of the untrammelled forces of the mar- 
-ket* or of hostility to aO things pertaining to 
: Europe, like so many mobile telephones. 

‘ They all seek office, or, if not, lucrative con- 
sultancies. The looming figure of Bill Cash, a 
man with file biggest feet in England. Sir Teddy 


Taylor and James Cran would, as one man, raise 
their tattered banner. Only Sir James Goldsmith 
would be missing. 

What will disappear with the election, whether 
or not the Tbries win or lose, is idealism. The old 
One Nation Conservative will be in a small 
minority; the pro-Europeans, who wanted to 
build a New Europe with Britain enjoying a 
prominent place within it, wifi have retired to 
their Sunset Homes. We were the children of 
Hitler’s war; we wanted to bring to an end the 
enmity between France and Germany which had 
been the cause of two catastrophic wars. We saw 
Europe as the only alternative to a steady polit- 
ical and economic decline. Not all of us were fed- 
eralists (whatever that ill-used word might 
mean), but we were intelligent patriots, never 
nationalists. We despised populism, and sought 
civil harmony. 

One has only to glance at the list of names of 
those who wOl quit politics to see how grave a loss 
their departure will entail. Douglas Hurd, David 
Howell, Kenneth Baker, Paddy Mayhew and 
George Walden, all of whom have striven to keep 
the smp afloat It is particularly sad that Richard 
Ryder, until recently the Chief Whip, is to aban- 
don politics. He suffers from a bad bade His career 
could have been a glittering one. At least his suc- 
cessor, Keith Simpson, is an intelligent moderate. 
But Simpson is the exception to the rule. 

The Euro-sceptics, that party within a party 
funded in part by Lady Thatcher, have recently 
made great play with the “fact” that the bulk of 
the new Tbry candidates are against a common 
currency. 1 have not been privy to their 
researches, such as they are, but I fear that they 
are probably correct. 

A brief look at the names of those who will 
succeed fills me with gloom. Eric Forth will be 
returned for ChislehursL Oliver Letwin, a clever 
right-winger, will, in all likelihood, take the place 
of Sir James Spicer. Were the Government to 
be returned with a large majority, the newcom- 
ers would make up a New Model Army. But such 
a vietoiy is hardly HkeJyr we would do well to 
scrape home. Defeat on any scale would leave 
a disenchanted rump of Tbries that would look 
either to POrtiUo or Redwood as its new leader, 
and by so doing, condemn a great party to 20 
years to the wilderness. Which, I can only con- 
clude, would be the best place for it 

Sir Julian Critchley is the Conservathe MP for 
Aldershot He, too, is retiring at the election. 


Given this is 
a family 

newspaper, 

I will spare 
you the 
throbbing 
organs of the 

77-year-old 

Ms Lessing 


cool salon and watch this 
seven-piece line-up (joined by 
the Pink Floyd maestro. 

David Gilmour, doing one of 
his seraphic guitars) doing its 
stuff, looking around at 
Microsoft billionaires and the 
crowned heads of Media 
London boogieing quietly 
together, you're convinced 
this must be what heaven - or 
at least a musicians’ Valhalla 
- must sound like. Mr 
Richard Branson, whose new 
“grown-up" record label, V2. 
is launched next week, should 
sign them up without delay. 

I ’m rather taken with the 
behaviour of Bob Dornan, 
the Republican 
congressman in Orange 
County, California, a man 
who, when it comes to 
presenting a stiff upper lip to 
the world in the face of mis- 
fortune, makes King Lear look 
like Douglas Bader. Four years 
ago, he greeted the challenge 
of a Democratic woman for his 
Congress seat by calling her 
and her supporters “lesbian 
spear-chuckere". Now he has 
been beaten in the Congress 
elections by another bloody 
woman, Loretta Sanchez, by a 
mere 765 votes. 

Rather than just insult bis 
haled rival, he simply refuses 
to go. “1 will not concede," he 
said, “to an inarticulate, flaky, 
uon-qualified person." 

Even if they declare Ms 
Sanchez the winner after 
counting all the out-of-town 


and immi grant votes, he ain’t 
budging. 

“It would be a travesty," he 
opined, “to have someone 
who spent 22 years in the Air 
Force voted out of office by 
non-citizens.” 

It’s the magnificent 
irrelevance of his argument 
that’s so striking. It's like 
Mike Atherton refusing to go 
after having his middle stump 
demolished (“I'm sorry, but it 
would be a shame to have 
someone who's spent years 
playing for bis county cricket 
side being voted off the field 
by a non-batsman"). Next 
time I get a ticket 1 shall tell 
the traffic warden: “It's a rank 
injustice, warden, that some- 
one who spent 25 years on 
public transport sliould ..." 

B race yourselves, 

everyone, it's Bad Sex 
time' once again. 
Auberon Waugh started up 
the Bad Sex Award four years 
ago, its purpose “to draw 
attention to crude, otiose or 
perfunctory use of sexual 
description in the 
contemporary novel, and to 
discourage it”. 

“It’s not for mept 
pornography, you see, but for 
badly handled, if that's the 
word I’m after, irruptions of 
smut in otherwise ‘literary’ 
novels. The shortlist is 
published in the new issue of 
Wiugh's Literary Review , out 
today, and a fine haul it is too. 

AA GilL hapless author of 
the year’s most abused novel. 
Sap Rising, is in, but he's 
among distinguished 
company: Salman Rushdie, 
Dons Lessing, J G Ballard, 
Ben Okri and Mexico's finest 
novelist, Carlos Fuenles, all 
feature as well. 

Given this is a family 
newspaper, I will spare you 
the throbbing organs of the 
77-year-old Ms Lessing, the 
“vaginal aromas of ripe 
fruits" (Fuentes) and the 
“sweet gullies with their soft 



underdown” (Bollard, and 
he's talking about armpits, 
actually), nor will I outrage 
your delicate sensibilities by 
lingering on what Mr David 
Huggins calls “my blob of Lo- 
Cal genetics”. 

I will, however, offer you 
my favourite entry, this 
charming passage from The 
Horse Whisperer by Nicholas 
Evans, which at least seems to 
show a bit of respect for the 
business of sex. 

“He pulled the faded quilt 
from the bed and opened the 
sheets and she laid herself 
down and watched him take 
off his boots and socks and 
then his jeans and shorts. And 
he felt no shame nor saw any 
in her, for why should they 
feel shame at what was not of 
their making but of some 
deeper force that stirred not 
just their bodies but their 
souls and knew naught of 
shame nor of any such 
construct?” 

Delightful. It’s that word 
“naught” isn’t it? (Maybe Mr 
Evans thought it had 
something to do with 
“naughty”.) And as you're 
trying to' shake off the mental 
picture of Mr Robert Bedford 
(who is to play the H W in the 
movie) removing his 
shameless shorts, the thought 
strikes you: is he ever going 
to take his shirt off? Or his 
vest? Or his hat? Maybe there 
should be a sequel: The 
Clothes-Horse Whisperer ... 


CENTRAL AFRICA 

URGENT APPEAL FOR AID 
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Thousands of refugees are faring yet more hardship as 
they return to Rwanda without food, water or shelter. 
Thousands more remain scattered throughout Zaire. AH of 
these people still desperately need our help. 

Clean water, food, medical supplies and shelter are 
desperately needed. Red Cross workers are well placed to 
provide this aid as soon as it arrives. Please phone now to 
give as much as you can. Just £25 could feed 35 refugees 
for one week. 

Please call now with your credit card donation. 

0345 315 315 

QUOHNG REFERENCE 3705 

Or yon can seed a cheque or postal order with the coupon below. 
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British. Bed Cross 

Caring for people in crisis 

Rtfidivivl Gunn Vo 22|Wv 


I enclose a cheque/ postal cider (payable to British Red Cross) for 

□ £250* □ £50 □ £35 □ £25 Other £ 


Or pfease debit my Visa/M.ramard/ Amen 'Diners Club/ Switch Card 
No. 


Espirv 

Dale 


/ 


Today's date. 


, Sigiuiun 1 . 


Mr/ Mrs/ Miss/' Ms. 
Address 


JVycuie. 


Tel.. 


J Knw pbiv smd I his coupon wilh viiui dimliim. Ii ■ | 

1 iw: amts McnrtM mwmwul.' mrmui mb cross. 

I ROOM 709. nKEFOVT, I ON DON SWIX 7H 
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BUSINESS & CITY EDITOR: JEREMY WARNER 
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Clarke warned against tax cuts as economy surges ahead 


Wane Coyle 

Economics Editor 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer 
was advised against cutting income 
tax in his Budget next week after a 

batch of figures yesterday showed the 

economy romping ahead. 

Good news about the economy has 
delighted minister, but makes the 
Government's tax and interest rate 
decisions increasingly delicate. A 
tough Budget on Ibesday offers the 
best hope for avoiding higher mort- 
gage rates, but a reduction in income 
tax is seen as a political necessity. 

Consumer confidence this month 
has increased to its highest level for 
a decade. Retail sales continued on 


their strong upward trend in October 
after a dip the previous month. 
Mortgage lending jumped, new con- 
sumer loans returned to near-record 
levels, while total lending surged by 
more than £7bn during the month. 

“Hie last thing the consumer 
needs is another shot in the aim from 
tax cuts,” said Akx Garrard, an econ- 
omist at City bank UBS. 

“Will Kenneth Clarke have the 
nerve to do whaL he should, and put 
up personal taxes?” said Martin 
weale, director of the National In- 
stitute of Economic and Social Re- 
search and one of the Chancellor's 
independent adviseis. “If not, the 
need for higher interest rates will be- 
come much more urgent” 


Many Qty analysts now believe Mr The pidt-up m confidence during 

Clarke will have to raise base rates the past year has been greatest for 
again before the likely election date 16-29 year olds and for men. The bal- 
to avoid a further damaging Hi g. a p p p of optimists over pessimists 
agreement with the Bank of England climb ed into positive territory, at I 
"The Governor will be pressing per cent, compared with minus 10 


This may 


price increase pushed through by adjusting for * capital 

n and were more than inree Cole, an economist at broken j-u"’- 


retaUeti Howctct, footwear - sates month a year 


were flat after a big drop the previ- ofneitoans Copal. 


ous month. 


Another third was due to higher 
om their 


quite hard tor another increase at the 
next meeting, and the Chancellor will 
have to give way in December or 
January,” said David Walton of 
investment bank Goldman Sachs. 

Yesterday brought unmistakable 
evidence of the strength of consumer 
spending. A further improvement in 
optimism about the state of the 
economy took overall consumer 
confidence to its highest since 1986, 
according to the regular GfK survey 
for the European Commission. 


per cent a year ago. 

The rising tide of “feel-good" 
showed up in last month’s retail sales, 
which were up 0.4 per cent in vol- 
ume terms after a 03 per cent fall 
in September. "Rising high street 
sales show that people have cash to 
spend and the confidence to spend 
it," said Angela Kni gh t, economic 
secretary to the Treasury. 

Higher sales of dothing accounted 

for more than a third of the month's 

gain, despite a record one-month 


food sales, recovering from 
weakness earlier in the year. Furni- 
ture and carpet sales accounted for 
most of the rest of the increase. 

Tbtal sales volumes were 4 per cent 

higher than a year earlier, their 
fastest growth for two years. The 
strongest components in year-on- 
year terms were dothing and house- 
hold goods. 

The housing market. also contin- 
ued to thrive last month. New loans 
by building societies rose by 27 per 
cent to £L5bn during the month. 


caruci. <u<. *•»*“*. , 'Tht'al lending to the privUtCSCrtOL 

approved increased by a thifd yew* ^ ^ includes ^ 

“Sigh scree. ban., repnneda 

50 per cent increase in was u corresponding *» r S c ,n wV 

loans last month, aUgJJ ‘ M4 the broad measure of the mufe* 

was only 5 percent higher than a year . whosc annual growth rati. 

eariier. The banks' other consuMr ftom9.9 percent to 103 per 

£507m, near the steady acceleration in 


lending jumped to £507m, cent 1 v 

summer’s record level. . h '<j monLy growth- although in- 

Lending to companies mcreased ^ month by a somewhat 

K). according to the Bn “* JSL—.i.-n usual imnactofgiltsicpo 
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dealers repaid money but a broad 
range of other companies increased 
their borrowing. 


transactions. 

Bank of England. 

Comment, page 23 


National Power plans 


RECs supply venture 


Michael Harrison 


National Power, the country's 
biggest generator, is in negoti- 
ations with three regional elec- 
tricity companies and a leading 
supermarket chain to create a 
combined electricity supply 
business when the market is 
opened to competition in 1998. 

Keith Heniy, chief executive 
of National Power, said he ex- 
pected to sign an agreement by 
next spring. The deal could in- 
volve the generator taking a di- 
rect equity stake in the supply 
company or agreeing a long- 
term alliance to sell electricity 
to the venture. 

Professor Stephen Littfcchild, 
the electricity industry regula- 
tor, is expected to publish 
guidelines soon setting out his 
views on what role the genera- 
tors should be allowed to play 
when the electricity supply mar- 
ket is liberalised. 

PowerGen, the rival genera- 
tor, is also talking to a number 
of Rees with a view to entering 
the supply market directly. Both 
National Power and PowerGen 
were blocked by the Govern- 
ment from buying Rees earlier 
this year. 

But a deal with the supply 


businesses of the Rees would 
give boLh generators access not 
just to regional electricity mar- 
kets but all of Britain’s 22 mil- 
lion domestic customers. 

“We are talking to Rees that 
are both still independent and 
pan of larger groups. We don’t 
want to go charging into the re- 
tail electricity market on our 
own,” Mr Henry said. 


from a US utility had cost the 
company £57m. Of this, £5 2m 
relates to the exceptional loss 
National Pbwer has taken on the 
8 per cent stake it bought in 
Southern Electric at the time of 
its bid. It paid 960p a share com- 
pared with Southern's price of 
6153p on 30 September. 

The remaining £5m relates to 
fees charged by advisers, mainly 


Pre-exceptional profits were 
imai^nally- 


Britain's biggest energy users have called for a radical overhaul 
of the system for regulating the privatised gas and electricity in- 
dustries. The Energy Intensive Users Group, which represents 
tng industrial consumers like cement, glass, sted, paper and chem- 
ical firms, told MPs that a Commons select committee should 
be set Dp to monitor the regulators. It also said enstomers should 
have an appeals mechanism to a competition commission. 

Separately, Id, told the Commons Ikade and Industry Se- 
lect Committee that Professor Stephen Littlechfld at Offer and 
Clare Spottiswoode at Ofgas should be replaced by three-strong 
panels of regulators reporting to a “regulatory overlord” to pro- 
duce more balanced decision-making and greater consistency. 


also down marginally at £25 lm 
owing to a decline in National 
Power's market share from 30 
to 27 per cent following the 
£1.7bn sale of 4,000 megawatts 
of plant to the Hanson-owned 
Eastern Group. Its first half in 
1995 also included an extra 
week's trading. 

The decline in UK profits was 
offset by a jump in overseas 
earnings from from £6m to 
£23m. The company is fore- 
casting that its international 
businesses will contribute £70m 


in post-tax profits for the full 
‘ 145m ' 


He declined to name the 
Rees that National Power was 
talking to or the supermarket 
group. However, Safeway has 
been rumoured to be interested 
in a deal to sell electricity. 

Mr Heniy was speaking as 
National Power disclosed that 
last year's attempted takeover 
of Southern Electric and its de- 
fence against a planned bid 


its bankers, Schxodexs, during 
the offer for Southern and the 
defence against a potential bid 
from the Southern Company of 
Atlanta, which was also blocked 
by the Government. 

The exceptional losses cut 
National Power's profits for 
the half-year ended September 
by 24 per cent from £254m to 
£!94m_ 


year and £l45m in 1997-98. 

National Power has so tor in- 
vested £900m in generating 
projects in Australia, Pakistan, 
the US, Turkey and China and 
is prepared to spend at least 
£800m more on a big overseas 
acquisition if the right oppor- 
tunity presents itself. 

A fifth of its 4,500 staff are 
based overseas where it has in- 
terests in 7,500 megawatts of ca- 
pacity compared with its 16,000 
megawatts of UK generating 
plant 

The company expects its UK 
market share shrink to 25 per 
cent this year compared with 32 
per cent in 1995. 


£1.5m balm for ousted Psion boss 


Tom Stevenson 

City Editor 


Mike Langley, ousted finance 
director of hand-held computer 
maker Psion, eased the pain of 
his imminent redundancy yes- 
terday by exercising options 
over shares in his former em- 
ployer worth £13m. He imme- 
diately cashed in stock worth 
more than £800.000 and still re- 
tains a stake in the company 
with a value of a further! 13m. 

Mr Langley, who remains 


with the company while a spe- 
cific project is completed, is to 
be replaced as head of Psion’s 
finance function after 11 years 
at the computer group. 

Having guided Prion through 
its 1988 flotation and seen the 
company grow from a £4m 
business to one worth more than 
£3 00m, he will be replaced by 
his number two, Marina Wyatt, 
a former Arthur Andersen ac- 
countant 

Psion has been one of the 
most dramatic stock market 


success stories in recent yearn, 
making share options awarded 
more than three years ago ex- 
tremely valuable. 

On the back of the company’s 
successful Series 3A electronic 
organiser, the shares have 
soared from an equivalent of 


those shares were worth £1.49m 
and be immediately sold 
181,000 to raise £814,500. Fol- 


lowing the disposal, Mr Lang- 


under 29p in August 1993 toyes- 
seof45] 


terday's close of 45 Up. 

Mr Langley exercised op- 
tions over 330,669 shares at 
prices ranging from 24.7p to 59p 
for a total outlay of £141,202. 
At yesterday’s closing price 


ley retains a holding of 337, 
shares, worth £U2m. 

Prion agreed to part company 
with Mr Langley last month in 
what one analyst described as 
a piece of “brutal realism". 
David Potter, chairman, de- 
scribed the parting as amicable 
but it was felt that Psion had 
outgrown Mr Langley's capa- 
bilities as finance director. 




Connecting to cable networks: Dick Brown and chairman Dr Brian Smith yesterday 


Photograph: Peter Macdiarmid 


C&Win 



Chris Godsmark 

Business Correspondent 


Cable & Wireless is holding 
informal discussions with 
Tfelewest, the cable television 
operator, in a drive to expand 
its recently announced £5bn 
link-up between Mercury and 
four other UK cable operators. 

In what promises to be an- 
other hectic period of deal- 
making under Dick Brown, the 
recently appointed chief exec- 
utive, Cable & Wireless is also 
believed to have given itself a 
year to reduce its 58 per cent 
stake in the hugely lucrative 
Hongkong Telecom division as 
the colony approaches the 
handover of power to China. 

A deal with Telewest would 
give Cable & Wireless Com- 
munications, the merged group. 


access to more than. 600,000 
extra phone customers and a 
potential 43 million homes and 
businesses in toe South-east, the 
South-west the Midlands and 
toe North. 

Mr Brown is known to be 
keen to expand further the 
reach of toe new cable group, 
as Mercury continues to show 
damage from its reliance on 
indirect access to residential cus- 
tomers through a special button 
on the telephone handset. 
Cable & Wireless yesterday 
disclosed a drop in Mercury's 
residential customer base, by 7 
per cent to 716,000 over the last 
six months. 

The creation of Cable & 
Wireless Communications, 
which includes the UK cable 
franchises of Nynex Cable- 
Comms, Bell Cablemedia and 


Video tron, enablesMercuiy to 
gain direct access to homes for 
the first time. 

Mr Brawn would only say yes- 
terday that Cable & Wireless 
“continues to talk to people as 
we have been all along”. How- 
ever, the discussions are also 
thought to have involved Com- 
cast, another UK cable opera- 
tor, which is also understood to 
have held separate merger talks 
with TelewesL 

It is unclear whether an al- 
liance with a merged Telewest- 
Comcast group would go 
beyond a joint marketing part- 
nership to include some form of 
equity stake. Sources suggested 
Mr Brown may want to include 
the cable operators in a bigger 
deal involving One-2-One, the 
UK mobile phone company 
which is jointly owned by Cable 


& Wireless and US Wxt, a main 
shareholder in Telewest. 

One suggestion is that he 
would be prepared to swap Ca- 
ble & Wireless's long distance 
phone interests in. the US for 
some of US West ’s. sta ares in 
TelewesL This would allow the 
British group to maintainits ma- 
jority stake in Cable «& Wireless 
Communications. . 

Separately, the moves to 
reduce the stake in Hongkong 
Telecom underlines Mr Brown's 
determination to sort out tiro is- 
sue before next June. 

Cable & Wireless yesterday re- 
vealed a 17 per cent rise in op- 
erating profits to £746m in the 
six months to the end of Sep- 
tember. However, a one-off 
£199m boost to last year’s figures 
meant headline pre-tax profits 
fell by 10 per cent to £734m. 


A 
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Strip dub teases investors with public share offer 


Nigel Cope 


It promises to be one of the 
more risque share issues of re- 
cent times, its success almost 
guaranteed by the irresistible 
combination of sex and money. 
Britain is to get its first publicly 
quoted “lap dancing” club. 

From next May, the Berkeley 
Playhouse will open in the heart 
of London's Mayfair district, 
with a troupe of 150 girls. For 
£10 they will perform an erot- 
ic dance “in your lap”. 

"It going to be the Playboy 
Club of toe late 1990s," pledges 
the club’s spokesman. Peter 
Morlcy. “This is the firs club of 
its kind in England and promis- 
es to be a veiy sexy investment." 

The Berkeley Club is raising 
£2.1m through' toe Enterprise 
Investment Scheme and plans 


to bring the club to the Ofex 
market, though no date has 
been set. 

There is a minim um invest- 
ment of £5,000 (£1 a share), for 
which investors gain free mem- 
bership to the dub. An outlay 
of £10,000 secures free life 


membership. Otherwise pri- 
vate membership costs £200, or 
£500 for corporate deals. 

The company is attempting to 
maintain a sense of decorum 
with its investment material, 
though its prospectus features 
page numbers illustrated with 


pictures of a blonde "dancer” in 
various stage of undress. Sport- 
ing a fishnet bodysuit and stock- ; 
ings in the introductory section 
on page two, she is virtually 
naked by the listing particulars 
at toe back. 

The club is toe brainchild of 


John Paul, a nightclub entre- 
preneur who developed shops 
on London’s Carnaby Street in 
the 1960s and ran 1960s night- 
clubs Wedgies and Tokyo Joe. 
The concept is based on others 
in the United States, where 
they have proved a huge success. 


A key job at the Berkeley 
Qub is held 



Page-turner: A blonde ‘dancer* helps illustrate Berkeley Playhouse's assets in Its prospectus 


I by Abm Whitehead, 

a former member of the Mar- 
malade 1960s pop group. Now 
a choreographer, bos task is to 
train the dancers, who can can 
earn up to £400 a nigbL 

Mr Moriey is adamant the 
Berkeley Playhouse wfi] not be 
a sleazy strip joinL “It’s for 
chaps from toe City and the 
West End. It’s definitely not for 
the dirty mac brigade.” 

The notion was ridiculed yes- 
terday by Peter StringfeHow, the 
nightclub impresario who has 
been running lap dance nights 
at his club three times a week 
since July. “With all respect to 
them [the Berkeley Playhouse] 
they are asking for a lot of mon- 
ey without a great deal of 
knowledge about toe market 
Fm very-sceptical.” 
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Airbus and Boeing 
to split $3bn order 


Mtehaei Harrison 

London 

and David Usbome 

New York 


Air France, the ailing state- 
owned carrier, yesterday avert- 
ed a political row by spurting a 
$3bn (£1.8bn) aircraft order 
between Boeing of toe US and 
Europe's Airbus Industrie. 

The French transport minis- 
ter, Bernard Pons, had wanted 
Air France to buy exclusively 
from Airbus, in which the 
French have a 37.5 per cent 
stake, but was overruled by 
Prime Minister Alain Juppe. 

The airline will buy 10 Boe- 
ing 777 aircraft and 10 long- 
range Airbus A340s. It has taken 
out options to buy a further 10 
777s and five more A340s. 

Separately, American Air- 
lines is set to announce a $6bn 
order today for 100-plus planes 
from Boeing. American, which 
is expected to merge transat- 
lantic operations next year with 
British Airways, will use the or- 
der to revamp its fleet signifi- 
cantly. The carrier is expected 
to sell its fleet of MD-1 1 wide- 
bodied jets to Federal Express, 
the courier company, and to re- 
tire several ageing Airbus, 
Rikker and Boeing 727 aircraft 

The Tinpiim r . > 


Air France already operates 
Boeing 737s, 767s and 747 Jum- 
bos jets. Although Mr Fons had 
wanted toe latest order to ex- 
clude Boeing, Christian Blanc, 
toe airiine'5 chairman, had to 
stick with Boeing for pan of the" 
order, otherwise would have 
forfeited cash deposits made on 
the original Boeing order. J ** • 

The Airbus deal, meanwhile,* tea. 
consists of only five new orders ’ " 
since it includes five A340-200s 
that Air France announced it 
was purchasing in June. 

The unveiling of the Ameri- 
can Airlines order with Boeing 
was contingent on a vote ex- 
pected yesterday from leaders 
of America's pilots* union to put 
a new labour contract to its 
membership. The promise of a 
dramatically modernised fleet 
was thought to have helped con- 
clude talks between the union 

and management. - 
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rne Boeing aircraft for Air 
France will be powered bv 
GE90 engines built by General 
Electric of the US and Snecma 
of France. The 777 order re- 
places an order to buy 15 Boe- 
ing 767s and 737s which dated 
bade seven years but which was 
frozen in 1994 after Air France 
ran into financial problems. 
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Clarke needs to do some juggling on his tightrope 




Public finances are in 
a long-term mess and 
this is precisely the 
wrong point in the 
economic cycle 
to give another 
boost to consumer 
spending power* 


IT enneth Clarke, not a man ever likely to 
ixcommh himself tothe disciplines of the 
Lawson diet, cuts an unlikely figure as a 
Hgjnrope walker. But that is his during; 
L e nett six months, up to the presumed elec* 
oon date. The economy could scarcely be 
turning, out better for the Gove rnme nt, as 
yesterday’s retail sales figures underlined. 
Consumer confidence, akw.mtficator of vot- 
ing intentions, has returned to its highM lev- 
el since 1986, in Nigel Lawson’s own pre-diet 
days. But the usual negative consequences 
Of a boom, whether mmi or masiwfll not 
^come apparent until after the election. 
Both inflation and the trade deficit are cer- 
likely to climb bat are unlikely to reach 
embarrassing proportions until the next 
government is frreialJe d 
Mr Garke has two problems, however. 
The first is the received wisdom in his party 
that a reduction in income taxis a political 
necessity. The Conservatives have promised 
a 20p basic rate and have to keep moving 
towards it. Otherwise, there isa danger that 
Labour’s “22 tax increases since 1992” cam- 
paign wflj hit target Reductions in Tuesday's 
Budget will also put the Opposition on the 
spot, for the Government will certainly 
challenge Labour to vote against tax 
The problem is that there is not a shadow 
of doubt that this would also be eco- 
nomics. The public finance s are. in a long- 
term mess and this is also the wrong point 
in the economic cycle to give annrhar boost 
to consumer spending power. With higher 


income 

to look-forward to. it would be perverse to 
put even more money in peopled pockets. 

The second difficulty is posed by the fact 
that we aD know now what the Governor of 
the Bank of England thinks ought to hap- 
pen to interest rates- and that he is a pretty 
good, if tough, judge of the ClaaceUor’scon- 
rhict of monetary policy. In the days before 
the pu bli ca t ion of minutes of their meetings, 
a C hancellor hoping to postpone a difficult 
de ci s i o n to a more convenient date would 
have been able to do so. Mr Garke will face 
Arcing and public pressure from the Rant? 
to raise base rales a gain wi thin the next 
month or two, unless he delivers a particu- 
larly tough Budget. The Bank will spell out 
that if he does not agree, h will mark the 
death of the Government’s own inflation tar- 
get. This is not what somebody who has 
made a virtue of ostentatious economic pru- 
dence wants said about hiin. 

Can the Chance Dor stay on the tightrope? 
The prudent thing would be a fiscally neu- 
tral Budget on Tuesday. He might then get 
away with doing nothing on interest rates 
too, coasting to the election on (he strength 
of the economy. There is another alterna- 
tive, though not a particularly honest one. 
This would be a Budget giveaway which 
stayed just about within the bounds of cred- 
ibility but which the Chancellor has no real 
intention of putting into practice. It is easily 
forgotten that most of the measures to be 
announced will not take effect until April, 


a month before the election. Jt would not be 
hard to find excuses for reversing the process 
immediately afterwards/ 

Brn perhaps the most compelling option 
is the rolling programme, the promise of jam 
tomorrow, the hope -postponed type of Bud- 
get. This allows the Chancellor to do little 
for the time being but premise much in 
future, conditions allowing of course. It’s 
hard to teach a politician new tricks. 

Steering clear of 
the auction room 

S ome of our best-known investment banks 
appear to be refusing to join the move to- 
wards cheaper underwriting commissions for 
rights issues. It might be just caution, or a 
reasoned commercial decision on the pan 
of BZW. SBC Warburg and most of the big 
US houses not to join a price war. But a much 
deeper argument seems to be going on be- 
hind the scenes. 

Kleinwori Benson yesterday launched 
another rights issue incorporating a partial 
auction of the sub-underwriting, a £45m 
fond raising for Biocompatibles. With two 
pioneering issues by Scnroders earlier this 
month this brings the grand total of the new 
auctions to five. But so for, nobody other 
than Schnoders and KJeinwort - with Mer- 
rill Lynch coming in jointly on Biocompat- 
ibles - seems willing to come into the auc- 
tion room. 


There was no auction in the SBC Warburg I 
rights issue for Azlan on Tuesday. BZW loo [ 
has made polite noises about encouraging ] 
flexibility, hut in iLs handling of a couple of i 
recent share issues, including the Invesco j 
rights, it has stuck to fixed commissions, i 
Some institutions even street a deliberate j 
attempt to undermine the move to new flex- j 
ible commission rates. ' 

You don’t have to look for for motive in I 
all this. Institutional enthusiasm for inno- ! 
vaiion - even though it costs them money [ 
in lower commissions -stems from the belief [ 
that there is a serious risk, of the OFT and J 
MMC delving into the whole question of < 
capital-raising, thus whittling away share- 
holders' pre-emption rights, a closehi’ related 
issue. And who in the City wants to'see pre- 
emption rights eroded, replacing rights 
issues with US-style bought deals? Why none 
other than some of the big integrated invest- 
ment banks that have foiled to come into the 
auction room. 

Darwin's theory 
of evolution j 

ore's an odd one. A company which j 
larcfly anyone knows anything about, ex- j 
cep I that it's in biotechnology and eats mon- : 
ey, buys a company even fewer people j 
know anything about except that it's much | 
the same - a loss making biotech hopeful j 
Fortunately it has Bill Gaics as a shareholder i 


HS 


so the shares move briskly ahead. That in a 
nutshell summarises reaction in the City yes- 
terday to the acquisition hy C'hiroscience of 
Darwin Molecular. 

Darwin has come along just as investors 
were groping their way to an understanding 
of chiral chemisuy, the way in which Gii- 
roscicncc chemically purifies existing drugs 
to reduce their side effects. By comparison, 
the activities of the US group rank us science 
fiction. The company searches for genes u» 
discover why people are prone to certain dis- 
eases and boils down huge volumes of data 
using huge computers to uncover new tar- 
gets for drug?. 

What ifs actually worth is anyone’s guess. 
Chiru science thinks $120m, mure than dou- 
bling the $S5m Mr Gates and his pals in the 
venture capital industry have pumped into 

the company over the past two years. Bui 
then in stock market I erms this seems more 
a case of backing the man irrespective of the 
cnmpanv and when good old Bill’s there w ith 
a ready quote, it hardly matters. "The deal 
is the ’right move for both of them." he 
enthuses. So that’s all right then. 

A word of warning, however. Mr Gates 
may be the most talented entrepreneur of 
his gene ration, but he’s also someone with 
a multi-billion dollar fortune to bum. Just 
because Mr Gates has chosen to bet his 
money on a company with about as much to 
do with the theoiy of natural selection as a 
bag of jelly beans does not mean Chiro- 
sciencc is on to a winner. 


Buoyant Granada 
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set to launch sale 
of motorway sites 


' Mathew Horsman 

- Media Editor 

; ■ Granada, the media and leisure 
. conglomerate, will next week 
■' launch the sale of its Welcome 
; Break motorway service sites, by 
i issuing a sales memorandum to 

■ between 40 and 50 potential 
U buyers. 

\ The chain of 21 service sites 
1 could fetch about £300m» and 
is believed to. have attracted 
> expressions of interest from 

■ petrol and food retailers, as well 
: as brewing giant Whitbread. 

The news emerged as 
Granada ann ounced sharply 
higher pre-tax earnings for the 
1 995-96 fiscal year; including for 
the first time -results fitom&wfe;-* 
the hotels group won by Grana- 
da following a bitter £3.9bn 
takeover battle early this year. 

Profits soared 37 percent to 
£480m in the year ending 30 
September, which included 
eight months of Forte earnings. 
Gerry Robinson, Granada’s 
chairman, added that a mid- 
battle promise to enhance 
Forte’s profitability by £100m 
was “well on track, ’’with £40m 
in enhancements already made. 
The dividend has been set at 13p 
for the year, up 11 per cent. 

Charles Allen, the group’s 
chief executive, said: “These are 


excellent results, and they prove 
that we have done what we said 
we would do following the 
forte takeover.” The key moves 
have been to reduce overheads, 
restructure the hotels opera- 
tions from 11 to three main 
units, and consolidate the calk- 
ing businesses, including road- 
tide restaurants, by introducing 
new menus and higher prices. 

The company has also em-_ 
barked on a large-scale dispos- 
als programme, aimed at 
reducing net debt, which stood 
at £35bn at the end of the year/ 
giving gearing of 322 per cent. 
Earmarked for sale, in addition 
to Welcome Break, are the Ex- 
clusive hotels and a stake in the 


autr. 

Exclusives, the Hyde Park, was 
sold for £86m this week to a unit 
of Jardme Matheson. 

Continuing operations, in- 
cluding the company’s extensive 
media side, were sharply ahead 
year on year. Granada Media 
Group, which indudes the two 
ITV licences, Granada and 
London Weekend Television, 
reported operating profits of 
£163m, up 17 per cent. The 
restaurant and catering busi- 
ness, not counting the roadside 
sites of Little Chef and Happy 
Eater inherited from Forte, 
was ahead 25 per cent on.apro- 


fotma basis. The rental opera- 
tions were only 3 per cent up 
year on year, however, reflect- 
ing the mature nature of the 
business. 

Despite the figures, shares in 
Granada dropped lOp to 8815p 
yesterday, but analysts said the 
decline was linked to persistent 
rumours on the Continent 
about a possible takeover bid by 
Granada for troubled hotelier 
Accor. “We have not ap-’ 
preached Aaxn; and have in- 
tention to do so,” Mr Allen said 
yesterday. : ■ 

Mr ADen also said for the first 
time publicly that Granada had 
no, intention. of. bidding for 
Manchester United, the Pre- 
mier ^eagufrfootbafl ctab; de- 
spite persistent rumours that 
Granada was among the po- 
tential predators. 

• "We would have no Interest 
in such a one-off purchase, it 
just doesn’t make any sense," 
Mr Allen said. 

Mr Robinson conceded that 
the market might begin to ques- 
tion the “conglomerate” status 
of Granada, in light of recent 
high-profile demergers. 

“Yes, you could do it We cur- 
rently have two large business- 
es, operating in their own right. 
But we have no plans to do so 
in the short or medium term. 


Ifs that tim e of year again. Crack open the champagne with Richard 
Ehrlich and his panel, who test 25 bottles 1 of bubbly as part of our 
12-page food and drink special. Plus, festive recipes frbmtop chefs 


At the height of her 
power, Margaret 
Thatcher rang Lord 
Wyatt of Weeford almost 
every day. He dines with 
Rupert Murdoch. Is he 
one of the most 
influential men. of our 
age or a mere gadfly? 

Geraldine Bedell 

examines the evidence 


‘ “Michael Platley made/ 

•. hisfojftmeand 
Irish dancing fashionable 
with hishlgh-stepping 
skills. Thet*. everything 
turned sera, We talk A 
/to both sides in the / 
Riverdance row 

Phj&RtateMorrison, 
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Demerger was 


The urge to demerge has suddenly 
become unfashionable and it is not 
bard to see why when pioneers of 
the genre, like Courtaulds, have 
done so little for shareholder value 
some seven years after doing the 
splits. 

Cutting away its currently trou- 
bled textiles arm in 1990 has not 
saved the chemicals rump of the 
business from a vicious business 
cycle. Courtaulds went through the 
mill last year as key raw material 
prices^ doubled or tripled. They 

have mice come bads: to normal, bth 

although acrylics are now definitely 
in the recovery ward, viscose de- 
mand is still in the doldrums, with 
only the faintest glimmerings of a 
pick-up as yet. 

But the slippage in Courtaulds' 
profits from £67.8m to £64m in the 
half-year to September is more 
complicated dan that Stripping out 
disposals, underlying operating 
profits from continuing businesses 
were up £5m at £80m. 

Despite the problems of viscose, 
the fibres and chemicals divison still 
recorded a 13 per cent increase in 
operating profits to £27m and there 
are dear indications that things are 
moving in the right direction for the 
group. 

The main coatings and sealants 


business was hiL by one-off factors 
which should not repeat them- 
selves and Courtaulds* leading po- 
sitions in aircraft coatings and 
sealants should allow it to cash in 
next year on the current surge in 
aeroplane orders. Boeing alone, 
where Courtaulds is the dominant 
supplier, expects business to S 03 rby 
SS per cent 

But the real story at Courtaulds 
re m a ins a long-term one. The Far 
East consistently notches up profits 
growth of 15 per cent as the group 
continues its drive into the region, 
with businesses like marine and 
powder coatings and toothpaste 
tubes ail buflding new facilities 
there. Next year they wfll be joined 
by the third production plant for 
Courtaulds' Tencel “wonder fibre'*, 
now showing its firs profits after a 
decade of development costing 
around £300m. 

The £150m plant will keep capital 
spending up at around £20%) a year 
for some time, but Tencel will be 
making at least £60m by the begin- 
ning of the new millennium, which 
is roughly the profits on viscose 
Cburtaulds has lost since the early 
1990s, according to analysts' esti- 
mates. If viscose is back by then too, 
10 per cent margins may become a 
reality again. 


not a winning formula 

The Investment Column 


THI®SDAy2lNOyEMB^ 


at Courtaulds 

. .. ‘ t . A.rtlill\. whicl 


EDITED BY TOM STEVENSON 


Meantime, profits of £140m this 
year would put the shares on a 
forward multiple of 20. That fully 
values the prospects, while viscose 
and currency worries will continue 
to act as a drag on the shares. 


Unigate milks 
BSE scare 


Over the past two years, both Uni- 
gate and Northern Foods have 
gpne through the painful process of 
adjusting their businesses to cope 
with the rapid decline of doorstep 
milk deliveries. Plants have been 
dosed, provisions taken and re- 
dundancies made. But as the millc 
industry starts to emerge from the 
dark days, it seems Unigate holds 
the stronger position. 

There are two main reasons. 
One is that Northern is more 
exposed to the weaker commodity 
puces which have hit the industry 
this year. While Unigate has been 


able to use excess butter fat to pro- 
duce cheese and other daily prod- 
ucts, Northern has been unable to 
do so and has had little option but 
to sell its surplus at weaker prices. 

Then there is the BSE factor. As 
a large pork producer, Unigate has 
b enefited from the BSE scare while 
Northern's prepared foods division 
took a £3m profits hit on BSE in the 
first half. It has had to produce a raft 
of new, non-beef, ready-made meals 
for supermarket customers such as 
Marks & Spencer and Sainsbui/s. 


These two factors held back 
pre-exceprional profits to £57.7m, 
up just 1 per cent in the six months 
to September. It was a tale of two 
halves as the prepared foods divi- 
sion boosted profits by 24 per 
cent to £43m while the dairy divi- 
sion saw profits fell 27 per cent to 
£21.6m. 

In both divisions, Northern's 
strategy is to move doser to its main 
supermarket customers which ac- 
count for 43 per cent of group sales 
compared with 39 per cent lastyear. 
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Courtaulds : at a glance 
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Tenancies cast 
off dull image 

by companies such as Regent 1 underinvested and 

aJd JDfeher^oonthat it has had Properly am and 

little time for the industry s coun m ^ nt . ti nccL hpwwr. tenancies can 
try cousins in the business of opt - high-margin, stable business^,, 

ating tenanted estates. ^Evervihing has its price and ai 

to the heady ratmgs theyhave unchanged yesterday. Cen- 

given to managed groups, investor P; ^ un a prospective 

have been prepared to pay a n-fe- ratio of under 1 1. 

tively stingy multiple of earnings for P [fom Enterprise and 

tenancies. „ , cn : n compared to the glitzier 

Slcrwty, however, it is dawning on whose multiples ot 
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The Ecinomist 


VCI warns 
of slowdown 
in trading 


Patricfc Tooher 

VCI, the video distribution 
group which recently attempted 
to Tnalcft an audacious £3 00m 
bid for Manchester United, 
yesterday warned about a slow 
start to its key Christmas sell- 
ing period. . 

In a trading statement, VCI 
said: “Early indications are that 
the critical Christmas shopping 
season has been slower than the 
last year to gather foil momen- 
tum in the markets in which we 
operate.” 

Although- scheduled, the 
trading update took analysts by 
surprise. “It was premature for 
them to put out a statement,'’ 
said one. “The bulk of VCTs 
sales come in the final six weeks 
of the year.” 

VCTs shares, as high as349p 
in July, closed 13p lower at 
275-5p as brokets trimmed then- 
profit forecasts from about 
£9 .5m to £9m for this calendar 
year. In 1995 VCI made pre-tax 
profits of £8m on sales of £77m. 

VCI, chaired by Michael 
Grade who is also chief execu- 
tive of Channel Four, said it 
would issue an update of 
Christmas trading in January “as 
usual". 

VCI publishes videos ranging 
from the Men Behtning Badly 
comedy series to Thomas ttie 
Tank Engine and Riverdance - 
The Show. 

In January it bought the 


rights to Manchester United's 
book and video publishing in- 
terests for £14m. 

Four months later HSBC, 
VCl’s advisers, approached 
United’s chairman. Marlin 
Edwards, to discuss a possible 
£300m bid for the club. 

Talks continued for about u 
month, but they were overtaken 
by events when the bid premi- 
um VCI was prepared u> pay: 
disappeared as United’s share 
price soared on news of a four- 
year deal worth £670m between 
the Premier League and BSkyB. 
the pay-TV broadcaster. 

Last night analysts suggested 
VCI needed the deal with 
United to improve the com- 
pany's earnings visibility. 

•“VCI is a product-led com- 
pany where profits can disap- 
pear overnight,'’ said one. “If 
anything, it needs something 
more stable.” 

Shares in VCI, a manage- 
ment buy-out from quoted ^ 
Prestwich Holdings in 1989.’ 
were floated on the slock mar- 
ket two years ago at 15(Jp. valu- 
ing the company at £5Sm. 

Under chief executive Steve 
Ayres. VCI has avoided the 
video rental market, which is in 
long-term decline following the 
advent of cable and satellite 
television, to concentrate on the 
sell-through side of the business. 

It is now the UK's leading 
independent video, book and 
audio publishing group. 


Chubb in £104m 
Australian deal 
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Chubb Security, the alarms and 
electronic security group 
chaired by Sir Ernest Harrison, 
is expanding in Australia, buy- 
ing the access control and fire 
protection division of James 
Hardie Industries, a buflding 
materials supplier, for A$220m 
(£104m), writes Patrick Tboher. 
Chubb shares rose 7p to 325 Jp 
after the group said it expect- 
ed the deal to enhance earnings 
in the first year. 

The deal is part of Chubb’s 
stated ambition to expand in 
the Australasia region where 
the market for electronic 
alarms and closed-circuit tele- 
vision is growing faster than in 
Europe. 

“The acquisition is of major 
strategic value for Chubb in 


relation to the development of 
the business in Australia, 
Asia/Pacific and world-wide,” 

Sir Ernest said. 

Chubb, which has almost 
£90m in the bank, will fond the 
deal from a combination of 
cash resources and bank facil- 
ities. The acquisition is thclat- . 
cst in a series of deals involving * 
Chubb in the Australasian 
region, which accounts for 
more than a quarter of group ■ 
sales, and its second in a year 
with James Hardie. ■ ^ 

In December Chubb paid 4t<jT 
£5.3m for Hardie \s security 1 *0/ 
monitoring and manpower 
division. Six months later it 
bought MSS Security, an Aus- 
tralian electronic security com- 
pany, for £19m cash. 
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Privatised firms thumb their nose at a windfall tax 
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^dfaU tax, what windfall 
tax. Judging by the perfor- 
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. ? seemingly over-rich cre- 


w me tones has already 
oeen dismissed by the stock 
market. 

Raflfradt, the most aston- 
ishing success of them alLkei* 





. “press nape, cumo- 

mg 23p to 344p, another peak. 

British Energy, ahead of 
today's results, added 2 _ 5 p to 
a 135^p record andPowerGm 
was at one time 5.5p father. 

a s ^ IWr “ ded4 - 5l,Dp 

With other privatisation 
shares under the windfall shad- 
ow also con tinuing |g display 
remarkable resilience themar- 
ket is, in the view of one lead- 
ing stockbroker, dismissing 
what could be substantia] tax 
demands if Labour comes to 
power. “The shares are good 
value even on a worst-case sce- 
nario,” he 


Takeover hopes are, of 
comse, an xnfiueiiee. London 
Electricity fell only &Sp to 
658-5p on the disclosure talks 
with Eotergv, die US group, 
had broken down. Other bid- 
ders are expected to ^>ear for 
London and the . other re- 

TtMTmrw Fn gfit h ^Iwi iira' i y /Tic- 

tributors. Southern and 
Yorkshire, before nett year's 
election. More corporate ac- 
don is abo deemed Ekely in the 
water sector. 

As well as ted expectations 
the market is captivated by the 
generous dividend yields on of- 
fer,- the prospect of steady 
profit increases and tbeiiclh as- 
sets often involved. ' 

Rafliradc’s ht«r adva nce 
was fuelled by positive noises 
from NafWbst Securities and 
determined buying by anoth- 
er securities bouse, thought to 
be Merrill Lynch, which left 
the market short of stock. 
NaTOfest lifted its profit ex- 
pectations and drew attention 
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DEREK PAIN 

stock market reporter of the year 


to the vast amount of surplus 
land which could be sold. 

The shares were shunted 
onto the market at 190p in 
their partly-paid form. Chi oc- 
casions the dotation looked 
perilously balanced. 

PowerGen ended lp firmer 
at 578-Sp The shares lost 
some of their exuberance as the 
promised store buyback failed 
to materialise. It should occur 
soon. National Powe r , which 
paid a lOOp a share special div- 
idend earner this year, was the 
utility casualty, falling ISp to 
435p. The shares have been 
firm lately and succumbed to 
profit-taking with some ex- 
pressing disappointment with 
the profits and dividend. 


The rest of the market re- 
mained transfixed by the Bud- 
get. More New York records 
were ignored, pointing to the 


increasingly pronounced. 
Since the start of August Foot- 
sie has risen 228 points; the 
Dow Jones Average, as Lon- 
don closed, by nearly 900 
points. 

The latest Whitehall statis- 
tics tended to increase fears of 
higher interest rates and ster- 
ling's strength remained an 
unsteady influence. It was 
enough to lower Footsie 153 
points to 3,9623. 

Sears was the day’s talking 
point. A big options trade for 
expiry next month lifted the 


shares 3p to 93p with excited 
talk of a bid, probably from 
Kmgfisher. 

The market believes Sears is 
vulnerable to a strike. Its trad- 
ing has been weak and a break- 
up bid could be rewarding. 

WH Smith rallied UJp to 
439J5p as a rumoured cau- 
tious trading statement failed 
to appear. The shares have per- 
formed poorfy since peaking in 
the summer at 532p. The re- 
tail chain is being revamped by 
Bill Cockburn, wtio used to run 
the Post Office. Last month he 
disclosed a like-for-like sales 
increase of 4 per cent in the 
four months to the end of 
September. 

Granada produced figures 
ahead of expectations but fell 
lOp to 8825p. The decline 
was due to rumours, which the 
company denied, of a ted for 
Accor, the French hotel chain. 

BSkyB was encouraged by 
Granada's intention to bold on 
to its I0.S per cent sharehold- 


ing. TV gairfTite television Sta- 
tion, which has been weak 

rnrwrth, improved ?Jp tO 526p- 
Prudential Corporation 
slipped 6p to 456p, seemingly 
unimp ressed by what are said 
to be bullish London presen- 
tations by its US off-shoot, 
Jackson National Life. 

Jarvis Porter, the packaging 
group, rose 125p io 2303p on 
vague speculative interest. The 
shares have moved off a 186Jp 
low since last mouth- 
Vodafone, the cellular tele- 
phone group, lost an S-5p gain 
to end unchanged at 254p as 
two directors cashed in share 
notions. Tuesday’s betxer-than- 


expectcd Vodafone profits 
helped FfftronJc Comtek, a 
maker of mobile phone parts, 
to dial a 35p fflin to 2625p. 

Enr otnaaeTs shares eased a 
further 2p to 86p and P&O 
edged ahead Ip to 607-5p. 
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another 7p to KTZ at 942p. 
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Taking Stock 


OScrnttons* ambition to con- 
centrate on engineering and 
dipping will lead to the 
flotation of its security busi- 
ness. The shares rose 5p to 
320p, against 290p when last 
week Jacobs disclosed its Md 
intentions towards Ropnei; a 

ywini conglomerate which has 

29 per cent of Scruttons. 

ORtwboro, the hard pressed 
electronic equipment group, 
su r ged 21p to 159p as TT 
Group, an aggresshe con- 
gjamorate, said it bad snapped 
up an 8.46 per cent interest. 
After two profit warnings in 

the past few months Roxboro 
must be vulnerable to a 
takeover strike. IWo months 
ago die shares were 31-JAp. 

□Exeter, a fund manager; 
placed at 92p, managed a 
SJ p premium. Its debut coin- 
cided with a unit trust award 
from the Independent Finan- 
cial Advisers Association. 
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Why taxing consumption makes 
sense in the age of technology 


T he only really important 
question about next 
Tuesday's Budget is how 
much the basic rate of income 
tax will fall - or so you might 
judge from the acres of dis> 
cussion. It is a sign of how im- 
poverished the Government's 
thinking on taxation has be- 
come that this one rate has be- 
come the only aspect of policy 
it thinks has any political rele- 
vance in a juvenile “mine's 
smaller than yours" contest 
Tax reform has not been on 
this Chancellor's agenda, but 
there are serious questions his 
successor ought to start think- 
ing about long before he opens 
the traditional red box in the 
House of Commons a year 
from now. A thought-provok- 
ing paper on the shape the tax 
system will have to take next 
century sets out some of the 
most important issues.* Pre- 
seated recently by Mervyn 
King, chief economist at the 
Bank of England and a hot tip 
for even greater things under 
a Labour government, it argues 
that there are ihree trends 
that will transform tax policy. 

The first is that taxes will 
have to shift from income to 
consumption; for individuals, 
that means taxing what we 
spend via something like VAT 
rather than what we earn 
through income tax. The sec- 
ond is that information tech- 
nology will make it harder to 
monitor what taxes should be 
paid. The third is the pressures 
on national tax systems im- 
posed by growing international 
links between economies. 

Mr King, the co-author with 
John Kay on the most influ- 
ential textbook on the British 
tax system, starts out with the 
observation that in 1896 almost 
half of government revenue 
came from customs and excise 
duties. (It was also, co- inci- 
dentally, a year in which un- 
expectedly high tax receipts 
meant the budget surplus was 
the highest for SO years.) 

Dunng the course of the sub- 
sequent century, much of the 
growth in the size of govern- 
ment was funded by increasing 


taxes on income, including in- 


come from capita). The system 
doped 


that has developed is a bit of 
a hybrid, adjusted to cope with 
various practical difficulty^ 
It does not consistently tax in- 
come or spending. For in- 
stance, it is not practicable to 
calculate a person's income 
accruing from their employer's 
contribution to a pension 
scheme, so these are not sub- 
jected to the income tax 
regime. Likewise, in some 
countries it has been consid- 
ered undesirable or impossible 
to tax capital gains at the same 
rate as income. 

The result has been a system 
that taxes different types of in- 
come from capital at different 
rates, causing economic dis- 
tortions. The best-known ex- 
ample of the consequences is 
the fact that debt-financed in- 
vestment is liable to less tax 
than equity-financed invest- 
ment, and is sometimes sub- 
sidised by the tax system. 

Tax reform during the 1980s 
has concentrated on trying to 
find a consistent and broad de- 
finition of the tax base and ap- 
plying the same low rate of tax 
as far as possible to all forms 
of income. This will probably 
continue. However, Mr King 
argues that in the longer term 
the system will evolve away 
from income tax and towards 
a consumption tax. This is a 
trend that has dearly got under 
way in the UK with the Con- 
servatives’ emphasis on in- 
come tax reductions. 

Other countries are likely to 



Diane 

Coyle 

Tkx reform has 
not been on this 
Chancellor’s 
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follow. The ever-closer inte- 
gration of the world economy 
means taxes on capital income 
are increasingly hard to en- 
force. It might even become im- 
possible the more footloose 
investment becomes. The 
downward pressures on per- 
sonal income tax are less, but 
already exist for the mobile cor- 


porate executive. Reducing the 
income tax burden is high on 
the political agenda, anyway. 

The added attraction of a tax 
era consumption is that it applies 
to observable transactions 
rather than a calculated defin- 
ition of income or profit In sim- 
pler times, applying an income 
tax was not too tricky. Most 
earners worked for big com- 
panies and stayed longer m their 
jobs. Companies did a lot of the 
work for the Inland Revenue. 
Furthermore, family structures 
were more stable and less var- 
ied than they are now. Even so, 
some of the world's biggest 
computer systems are those 
that were deigned for the ad- 
ministration of tax. 

The only trouble with a con- 
sumption tax is that the things 
we are spending money on are 
becoming less and less tangible 
- and therefore harder to mon- 
itor - the more important in- 
formation technology and 
services become in the economy. 
Italy finds it hard enough to col- 
lect the VAT on goods in the 
shops. Italians are required to 
hold on to their till receipts in 
case a VAT inspector is lurking 
outside the shop door. 

It is much harder to moni- 
tor sales of anything over the 
Internee, satellite television 
transmissions and any other 
“dematerialised" economic ac- 
tivity. Irwin be harder stil) when 
retail customers can pay in 
“real time" via computer. Tech- 
nology could signal the end of 
money as a means of payment. 
When value added can pass 


down a telephone line or 
bounce off a sate Sice and mon- 
ey can move back along the 
same routes, Mr King writes, 
“the idea that Microsoft or BT 
may have a more important 
role in payment systems in the 
future than Midland or Bar- 
days Bank is Dot one to be dis- 
missed lightly”. 

He concludes that govern- 
ments might have to get daseiy 
involved in the regulation of for 
formation technology if they 
are to retain abroad tax base. 
However, his arguments point 
to another solution. That is tax- 
ing spending on precisely those 
thin gs that can not demateri- 
alise; and licensing so that the 

responsibility for tax collection 
is effectively devolved to an or- 
tion closer to the action 
it can get. 
taxes linked to 
spending with an unavoidable 
physical presence are road 
tolis, petrol taxes, vehicle excise 
duty, landfill tax and so on. 
W illiam Pitt's tax on windows 
would be another example. So 
would domestic rates or coun- 
cil tax. So is the TV licence. To 
the credit of the liberal De- 
mocrats, their pre-budget doc- 
ument suggests placing greater 
reliance on some of these, al- 
though for reasons of envi- 


than the government 
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iciloeical neo 
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than technological necessity. 

It is not diffic ult to imagine 
a world where all the tax rev- 
enues to bufld roads are raised 
directly by auctioning licences 
to claim tolls to a private com- 
pany. This is a direction for tax 
reform which could be shaped 
to appeal to a Conservative gov- 
ernment as much as a green- 
tinged Liberal Democrat one. 
The shape of the tax system is 
a political issue as well as a tech- 
nical one. And the political di- 
mensions are far broader than 
the question of whether Tues- 
day will see another penny 
lopped off the basic rate. 


* “Tax Systems in the 21st Cen- 
tury”, by Mervyn King, present- 
ed to die 50th Congress of die 
International Fiscal Associa- 
tion in Geneva. September 1996. 


Hill Samuel prepares i 
go in to bat at Lords 


The merchant bank Hfll 
Samuel may have disap- 
peared when Lloyds Bank 
bought its owner, TSB, but 
H3L Samuel Asset Manage- 
ment is still very much alive 
and kicking, says Rob Page, 

marketing director of HSAM. 

And to underline this. 
HSaM is sponsoring Middle- 
sex County Cricket Chib for 
£750,000 over the next three 
years. “Lloyds TSB wants us 
to be fund manager for the 
whole group, and we need to 
re-establish the credibility of 
the name," says Mr Page. 

He says the Middlesex dub 
sponsorship fitted perfectly 
with the company’s plans, not 
least because its base at 
Lord's cricket ground is just 
15 minirtHS from HSAM’s 
Fleet Street office in London. 
There are other benefits. 
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Or tta team: Ro"« V) of HSAM. ready «• >•*" 


Mark Ramprakash at the crease 


he adds. “I played cricket a 
r 20s. Now I play for 


The Swiss are paying for 

i will examine 


kit in my : . r __, ~ 

the company side. Wb can 
now play at the Nursery at 
Lord’s. 

“I can't wait to see the op- 
position’s faces when we play 
Mike Gatting and Mark 
Ramprakash as the first two.” 

Mr Page does have one 
regret “1 was bom in Kent 
ana lived there for 30 years. 
My heart wQI always be 
there." His colleagues should 
therefore watch out for any 
mysteriously dropped catches. 


the search, which _ 
gold and bank deposits m the 
UK. US, Switzerland, Poland, 
Germany and many other 
countries, says Mr Bevan. 

“The Swiss Parliament 
voted to give us unfettered 
access to Swiss banks," says 
Mr Bevan, a move which will 
end centuries of secrecy. 

The teams of accountants 
are being assembled, says Mr 
Bevan, and they are about to 
decide whether to base the 
investigation in London or 
Switzerland. 


Simon Bevan , head of fraud 
investigations at accountants 
Arthur Andersen, this week 
received one of the most 
interesting and chall enging 
appointments of his life; 
tracking down Jewish assets 
and bask accounts looted 
during the Holocaust. . 

“It's the world’s biggest 
ever asset-tracing exercise, . 
and we’ve been given un- . 
precedented access to the 
Swiss banking system.” says 
Mr Bevan, a former Hong 
Kong policeman. * 

The appointment indudes 
Arthur Andersen, KPMG and 
Price ‘Waterhouse and was 
made by the International . . . 
Committee of Eminent 
Persons, made up of Jewish 
organisations and the Swiss 
Banking Association. 


Around 80 people are 
expected at the annual Slater 
Walker reunion at Scribes 
wine bar off Fleet Street oa 
Thursday, 28 November. 

It is unlikely, however, that 
the two prime movers behind 
the property group, which 
collapsed in the 1970s crash, 
will be attending - Jim Slater 
and Peter Walker. 

The way the company col- 
lapsed, leading to Britain's 
secondary banking crisis of 
1973, doesf t seem to have 
dented the ex-employees' 
enthmriagn for get-togethers, 
which they have held since 
November 1976. The 
reunions are organised by an 
old Slater Walker hand, John 
S Arthur, who now runs a 
business called National Den- 
tal Plan, as well as'Scribes. 


Mike Finn, Whitehall’s 
longest-serving press 
.spokesman, had a retirement 
party last night at his last 
post', the Office of National 
Statistics. 

The office party was a 
three-in-one affair. It included 
a seasonally adjusted Christ- 
mas partv and celebrated die 
department's move from the 
back half of the Treasury 
building in Whitehall to new 
offices over Pimlico Under- 
ground station, os well as Mr 
Finn’s departure. 

“I joined the Ihastuiy pros: 
office in 1 962 on the same 
weekend that Harold 
Macmillan {then prime min- ^ 
ster] sacked Setayn Lloyd as 
Chancellor," says Mr Finn. 

“I've handled devaluation, 
decimalisation - l guess you 
could say I've done a lot of 
damage. 

“I'll be retiring to deepest 
Surrey to write, consult and 
advise, free from the obstruc- 
tions of bureaucracy. I Vo 
enjoyed my time here. I’ve 
had a ring-side seat on 
history.” 

What changes has he 
noticed in the media since he 
started? “The younger jour- 
nalists don’t seem to drink. 
With a name like Mickey 
Finn, that’s not good news," 
hesavs. 
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The £12bn mountain investors forgot 


N»c Cfcuttj 

Investors in UK companies 
nave lost track of a huge £I2bn 
m unclaimed flotation benefits 
they be entitled to. The un- 
claimed benefits include share 
certificates and dividend pay- 
ments, in addition to very recent 
rights issues which individuals 
might have passed on. 

In many instances, company 
nsgisims are unable to trace in- 


dividual shareholders when 
rights issues are sold at a pre- 
mium and held uadi they are 
claimed, according to a report 
published yesterday by Mmtel, 


The unclaimed benefits form 
part of a £77bn total ofiorgot- 
ten funds, which include £14bn 
w dormant and obsolete ac- 
counts, £L6bn National Savings 
on extension rates and £2bn of 
life assurance policies put on 


Regional breakdown 


South EBst . 
Greater' London 
Midlands 


Forgotten 
funds — 
- £m 

14,816 - 
8,231. 
7,682 ' 


South West/Wates : -6^85 


Northwest 

North East'-, 
Sdotiand^ ; : 
\brtehife : ' 

Total ; 


■5,488 
.-4,939 
r4,939 
> '2,744 
54,876 


UnMod 

cash J . 

: ; •- £w : 

^ b;oio . 

: V 3339 
: .8416 
. ' .! 2.671- 

:2,22s 

, 2iOG3v 

.2*1003: 1 
.1,113- 
■ 22360 ‘ 


^otolsrrmy'not: a&e&'due to 



deposit when they mature. A 
fordier large area of lost ben- 
efits concerns up to £10bn in 
vompany pension payments, 
which indivicbials miss out on 
because they are not prepared 
to join and contribute a scalier 
amount themselves. 

Robert Rrowne-CIayton, 
chief executive at IFA Promo- 
tion, which promotes indepen- 
dent financial advice and 
commissioned the research, 
said that while much of the 
money woukt be hard to access, 
some deposits could be used 
almost immediately. 

“ lairing extra care of our 
existing money and savings can 
certainly free up cash to help us 
in the future, savings that could 
be used , to boost future 
income,” be said. 

The Mintel research was car- 
ried out by Paul Hersey, a 
senior financial analyst. He said 
ito 


more than 150 people in the 
course of preparing hB report, 
including bods large and small 
publicly quoted companies. 

“In some cases, I could not 


arrive at the exact figures and 
tended to underestimate,” he 
said. “In other cases, I came 
pretty close." 

Mr Hersey said, however, he 
had not been able to work out 
the extent of capital gains lax 
liabilities that might be in- 
curred by individuals who bad 
not taken up their entitlements. 

The total capitalisation of 
UK quoted companies runs 
into many hundreds of billions 
of pounds. Experts believe the 
amount unclaimed by share- 
holders can average up to 2 or 
3 per emit of a company’s mar- 
ket capitalisation in many 
instances. 

Forgotten funds include 
money people have lost track of, 
such as bank and building so- 
ciety deposits. Many forgotten 
funds may entitle a policyholder 
to flotation benefits when a 
building society converts to 
hank status next year. 

Unclaimed cash includes . 
company benefits, premium 
bonds mid National Lottery 
prizes. Some £54bn is in for- 
gotten funds, while £22bn is in 


The money nobody wants 
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£ra 

41.000 
1,612 

•• 333 

. .5 

10.000 

1326 

: . 452 

ids 

. 40 

54376 

- £m 

12.000 
10,000 
221 
. 14 
:24 
1 
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unclaimed cash- Mimel’s re- 
search found that Londoners 
are the worst money managers 
in the UK, having lost track of 
up to £2,000 each, of which 


almost £600 was unclaimed 
cash. This compares with an 
average of £1.700 nationwide 
and £1,400 for residents in the 
West Midlands. 


Gates and Allen 
take stake in 
Chiroscience 


Magnus Grhnond 

Bill Gates and Paul Allen, the 
two founders of US software 
giant Microsoft, will emerge 
with a 6 per cent stake in Orirp- 
sdence, the British biotech- 
nology group, following a 
5120m (£72m) takeover deal 
announced yesterday. 

Chiroscience is buying Dar- 
win Molecular Corporation, a 
US gene-based drug discovery 
company started in 1991 with 
backing from Messrs Gates and 
Allen and several venture 
capital groups. 

The aD-share deal will see the 
two men coavert their 14 per 
cent stakes in Darwin for hold- 
ings of slightly more than 3 per 
cent each in Chiroscience. 

The news initially sent shares 
in the British group 24p higher 
and they settled lQp up at 
35&5p 

Darwin is; involved in inves- 
tigating the human genetic 


make-up to determine whether 
people's genes predispose them 
to diseases such as cancer and 
asthma. Chiroscience hopes 
that the combination of Dar- 
win's gene discovery capability 
with its own expertise in “chiral” 
chemistry - a way of purifying 
compounds - will enhance its 
ability to discover new drugs. 
The group has already identi- 
fied key genes involved in two 
genetic disorders, Werner’s Syn- 
drome, which accelerates the 
ageing process, and eariy-stage 
Alzheimer’s disease. It is alio 
claims to be on the way to iden- 
tifying genes Involved in 
psoriasis and osteoporosis, or 
brittle bone disease. . 

Mr Gates welcomed the deal 
yesterday. “There is a strong 
synagybetween these two com- 
panies which should accelerate 
the translation of Darwin’s ex- 
cellent science into therapeutic 
Tprodncts. This merger is the 
right move for both companies.” 



Strong synergies: Microsoft founder BUI Gates 

said the merger was the right move for both companies 


Those sentiments were 
echoed by John PadfieJd, Qriro- 
srieace chief executive. “This 
deal creates a unique bio- 
science company. Nothing sim- 
ilar exists in the biotech world 
which goes fromgene to drug.” 

DrPadfield described Darwin 
as a drug-hunting company, 
hot involved .in “ genome 
sequencing or gene therapy. 


The idea would be for the 
combined group to identify a 
gene target, then some mole- 
cules to hit the target, followed 
by the development of a suitable 
drug. 

“The aim is to build abroad 
portfolio of targets and mole- 
cules.' It improves your hit 
rates,” he said . . _ . 

Comment, page 23 


Abbey moves into 
private banking 


Ml Tlreanor 

Banking Correspondent 


Abbey National is making its 
first entrance into the lucrative 
world of private banking 
through a link with Hambros, 
the merchant bank, and pah 
Sing Financial Holdings, Hong 
Kong’s fifth-biggest bank. 

Die venture, designed to tar- 
get wealthy individuals in the 
Hong Kong region, will be 
called DAH Private Bank. 
Abbey National and Hambros 
are each investing £6. 6m. giving 
them each 245 per cent inter- 
ests. 

Abbey National has an off- 
shore operation in Jersey but 
has not set up a separate private 
banking unit before. 

Hambros is aiming to boost its 
operations with the appoint- 
ment of a new head of private 
banking, Warwick Newbury, 
hired from Coutts, Nat West's 
in 


anuazy. 

According to a survey pub- 
lished yesterday by Price Wa- 
terhouse, bankers are setting 
their sights on the personal 
fortunes accumulated by en- 


trepreneurs in the emerging 
economies in the Asian region. 
This is also happening in 
Britain, where investment 
bankers are reaping the re- 
wards of a hectic year of merg- 
ers and acquisitions and a rising 
stock market. 

“If you look at M&A activi- 
ty it gives a sense that the good 
times are back. . . but not to the 
excesses of the 1980s. People are 
going to save more,” said Ian 
Wood ho use, associate vice- 
president at Price Wuerbouse’s 
Private Banking Consultancy. 

He points to the decision by 
Coutts to open a branch in Lon- 
don’s Docklands, where in- 
vestment banks such as Morgan 
Stanley, and soon BZW, are 
based. 

“Our clients are as likely to 
be a young, international in- 
vestment banker, as a member 
of the British aristocracy,” a 
spokeswoman for Coutts said. 

Price ^fcterbonse’s survey 
h ffi ili g hted significant gmwth rn 
private banking but also an in- 
crease in competition in a mar- 
ket which has traditionally been 
associated with polite and gen- 
teel business practices. 


In Brief 


IoD criticises new curbs on trade unions 

Government proposals to curb industrial action were branded 
as “undemocratic" by the Institute of Directors yesterday. Tim 
MelviBe-Ross, the Institutes director-generaL said the plans would 
result in "a complete lawyers’ charter as the courts attempted 
to sort out whether industrial disputeswould be covered bv the 
legislation. The Green Paper, unveiled by Ian Lang. President 
ofthe Board of Trade this week, saw suites would be illegal if 
they caused “significant disruption of everyday life or activities”. 
Launching a manifesto for British Business, Mr Mclvillc-Ross in- 
sisted that his organisation was “not anxious" to sec any new laws 
restricting trade union rights after the wave of reform from the 
Conservatives over the past 17 years. 

London Electricity bid rumours scotched 

Shares in London Electricity fell yesterday after Entergy, the US 
utility group, dashed speculation that it was about to launch a 
takeover bid. An Entergy spokesman said the New Orleans pow- 
er supplier had held “exploratory discussions'* with London, be- 
lieved to be over the past two weeks, but the talks had ended. It 
is not thought the two sides went as far as discussing a price for 
London. The shares fell 65p to 6585p. Entergy has already dis- 
counted mounting a bid for Yorkshire Elect riciiy. 

Confidence in Germany grows 

Business confidence in Germany jumped last month. The Ifo busi- 
ness climate index, one of the best leading indical ors for the Ger- 
man economy, rose to 97.4 from 95.7 in September, with 
expectations returning to their highest since February 1995. An- 
alysts said the figure suggested the economy was still expanding 
at an above- trend rate, continuing its second-quarter rcboundr 
Germany’s M3 money supply grew at an annualised and sea- 
sonally adjusted 8.4 pier cent in October, the Bundesbank said. 
Its growth remains well above the 4-7 pier cent target range but 
was probably boosted last month by the bufld up of deposits ahead 
of the Deutsche Telekom privatisation. The Bundesbank is ex- 
pected to leave interest rates on hold. 

CME links up with London and Paris 

The Chicago Mercantile Exchange yesterday announced the sign- 
ing of two groundbreaking international agreements establishing 
bulks with Europe’s two leading futures exchanges, the London 
International Financial Futures and Options Exchange (Lifie) and 
the Marchl a Terme International de France (Motif). They will 
bring short-term and long-term European interest rate contracts 
to the Mere’s trading floor. 

TBi’s interim profits take off 

TBL the commercial property and regional airports operator, made 
pre-tax profits of £9.7m for the six months to 30 September, com- 
pared with £4 2m last time. TBI is actively looking to expand its 
airports division and may make its next move in Europe or North 
America, chief executive Keith Brooks said. The group operates 
Cardiff International Airport and recently acquired the Belfast 
Internationa] Airport for £ 100.4m. 

Watchdog cuts BT's charges to rivals 

OfteL, the telecommunications watchdog, has cut the charges BT 
rivals pay to connect calls to its network by 12 per cenL 'nie re- 
ductions affect companies such as Mercury and the cable oper- 
ators who need to route part of a phone call through BT circuits. 
The cuts reflect the huge cost cuts made by BT, which has con- 
tinued to slash its workforce in response to growing competition. 

Car production motors ahead 

Car production surged by 28 per cent in the three months to the 
end of October, reflecting the continuing renaissance of the UK’s 
motor industry. It means production is at its highest level since the 
early 1970s, just before the huge shake-out among British car mak- 
ers. Compared with a year ago car production was more than 18 
per cent higher. Export production rose by 53.7 pier cent year-on- 
year, while production for the home market fell by 12.6 per cent. 
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UOENSWG ACT 1964 
. TaIc£ NOTICE lhalMgd John Aten of 
13 Weiion Lods, Portsmouth Road, 
Thames DUnm lor d* past A 
months carried on the hade or cafing 
of Area Manager intends to apply at 
the licensing Sessions for tne said 
dmiwn bt held at the Court House. 
Crescent toad, Tunbridge Wells on 
k Friday the ph day of DetButor 1996 
M ar 10.00am far the PimitskxW Grant 
T lo him of a Justices' Licence 
aulhorisu4 bin lo sell by retail 
hxuxicJJmg liquor of all desorptions 
far consu«|»Bon on Are premises » be 
situate at and to be known as Wine 
Cellar (such parts of the premises 
comprismgtbe Cafe hatched n red oft 
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sport 

There is 
from 

A bleak day on Weaiside. snow in 
the air, a harsh wind whipping in off 
the North Sea. Sieve Perryman's 
eyes were on his new-found friend. 
Osvaldo Ardfles. “Terrific player, no 
question about that, and full of run- 
ning," the former Tottenham Hot- 
spur captain said, “but how would 
he perform in rotten conditions? 7 ' 

Well, without a whimper. “Great 
pro that he was. Ossie just got on 
with it," Perryman added. “That 
match at Rokcr Park removed all 
doubts about him.' 

If unaware that winters in 
Ardiles's homeland can be bone- 
chiliingly damp, reservations Per- 
ryman "held about the little 
Argentinian were understandable, 
a subliminal response to xenopho- 
bic stereotyping. 

Such notable imports as Eric 


plenty of support for the racist notion that footballers 
other than European cultures are not to be tmstea 


Cantona, Jurgen Klinsmann and 
Andre Kancbelskis may have seen 
off the pathetic notion of weak- 
hearted foreigners but the prejudice 
still exists. When applied to players 
from South America, especially 
B razil, it prompts one dich£ after an- 
other. Wait unto winter comes. They 
don't like it up 'em. Suspect tem- 
perament. The beaches of Copaca- 
bana and Ipanema get mentioned so 
often yon would think that every 
Brazilian footballer hails from Rio. 

This is as daft as the proposition 
that Bryan Robson must have been 
Off hiS head when signing J iininh n, 
Branco (who left quickly) and Emer- 
son for Middlesbrough. I have heard 
it said, and if s true I'm sure that 
agents are behind the difficulties Bob- 
son is experiencing with his overseas 
contingent, particularly in the case of 


Emerson, whose delayed return from 
compassionate leave last week 
caused a great deal of conjecture. 

But from the comments in one or 
two newspapers you can’t help 
thinking that there is plenty of pe- 
ripheral support for the unavoidably 
racist notion that footballers from 
other than European cultures, what- 
ever their colour, are not to be trust- 
ed; gifted maybe, but feckless, here 
today gone tomorrow mercenaries. 
When managing Newcastle wasn’t 
Jim Smith driven almost to distrac- 
tion by Mirandinha? 

Of course they come for the mon- 
ey and, for all its passionate frenzy, 
an easier passage m the Premiership. 
Did RavaneUi’s face light up simply 
at the thought of spending some time 
on Teessdde? W&s relief from the bru- 
tality of Brazil’s leagues enough to 



ridicule Emerson’s complaint that his 
girlfriend, Andrea, cannot settle. 

Anyone would think that British 
footbaBeis by comparison are handy, 
sophisticated travellers. For Emer- 
son read Jimmy Greaves whose 
brief period will! Milan was one of 


Cup we sat dnniang rea ‘ . . 
fore Scotland played Brazil aAud 


Liam Brady. C-racmc auuins', 

Ray Wilkins, Trc™ Francs and 


touion t snow a Q^ry Lineker 

escalating unhappiness. Greaves short time I spent *■ nwnnrv but in Barcelona, 
maintained a remarkable goalscor- blank. The truth is. of awn*. , Ihtfi 

ing record but was constantly at odds all Joe and I thought footballers, in common with pcop 

wfth Milan’s stem coach, Nereo Roc- ring back home. thmua h. generally, travel better than others. 


persuade Juninho that it was in his 
interests to go there? 

In one popular print last week a 
photograph of Emerson’s smart 
home near Middlesbrough was jux- 
taposed alongside the modest apart- 
ment he has in BroziL That and more 
money than Pele ever drew; to 


witn Milan s stem coacn, nereo twe- uug lwa — thmueh- Generally, travel txw * . 

co. Aware that his wife, Irene, Ian Rush was ■ -ry^. I've known boxers who felt homc- 

found a great city less than enticing out the short time he spe g ; ,.ir after spending two weeks in a 

too, Greaves leaped at an opportu- playing for Juventus, trainim: camp, sportsvwiitfjrs who 

nity to sign for Tbttenham. “We of the language, lost in a strange couldn't wail to get home after two 

couldn'twait to get home," he said. ture. rhaHc-s weeks on the road. 

Denis Law sensed that he had' Others fared better. JohnCharles succcsr that Robson should have 

made a mistake almost from the mo- was a huge sucoess when turning confined his gambling instinct to Jhe 


mty to sign tor lottenbam. we 
couldn'twait to get home," he said. 

Denis Law sensed that he had 
made a mistake almost from the mo- 
ment he Joined Tbrino from Man- 
chester Gty to play alongside Joe 
Baker. They were soon back. Law 
j oining Manchester United where he 


ture. 

Others fared better. John Charles 
was a huge success when turning out 
for Juventus and is still revered 
throughout Italy, far more so than 
he is in this country. “It suited me. 
Charles said. “I was comfortable 


racecourse does not account for hu- 
man nature. If there isnny justice the 
boldness will come nght lor him. 


Sampras too hot 
for ailing Agassi 


Tennis 

NESHA STARCEVIC 
reports from Hanover 

Every time Pele Sampras has 
played Andre Agassi over the 
past 15 months, his game seems 
to move to a new level. In the 
latest chapter in the rivalry be- 
tween the two Americans, Sam- 
pras Lhiashcd Agassi 6-2, 6-1 
yesterday to begin his attempt 
to win a third ATP World 
Championship title. 

“It was one of those days you 
wish you had every day." the top- 
ranked Sampras said after breez- 
ing through in 51 minutes 
against an ailing Agassi, his 
fourth straight victory over his ri- 
val. “My tennis was the best I’ve 
played in a long time." 

Agassi said he fell 01 two days 
before coming here to a com- 
bination of an upset stomach 
and bead congestion. “2 am still 
feeling weak,Twasn’t fit to play. 
It wasn't enjoyable to go and 
play out there," he said. 

Agassi said he might still de- 
ride to withdraw from the tour- 
nament, which would bring 
Sweden's Thomas Encjvist into 
the event for the top eight play- 
ers in the world. 

Sampras conceded that 
Agassi may have had an off day. 


but said his own te nnis had 
something to do with Agassi's 
poor performance. “I was in a 
zone, I couldn’t play any better. 
It was one of those days when 
everything clicks," he said. 

Sampras completely domi- 
nated the match and the ca- 
pacity crowd of 15,000 whistled 
and booed Agassi. “I thought 
they were pretty hard on Andre. 
I felt he was still competing out 
there," Sampras said. 

Sampras's victory was similar 
to his win over Agassi in 
Stuttgart last month. Inis time, 
though. Sampras was even more 
devastating, winning all of his 19 
first-serve points. “This maybe 
outdoes it I dropped my serve 
a couple of times m Stuttgart, I 
didn’t today." 

Agassi needed six deuces to 
hold serve in the fourth game. 
Over the next nine games, he 
won six points. Sampras was all 
over him, serving aces, hitting 
fearsome returns and firing win- 
ners from all over the court *Tve 
had spurts of tennis like this, but 
not for an entire match,” be said. 

Agassi, a former world No 1 
who has now dropped to No 7, 
has not beaten Sampras since 
July 1995 in Montreal. Sampras 
now leads their series 12-8. 

Earlier, Thomas Muster 
stayed alive in the tournament by 


beating Michael Chang 64, 6-3, 
leaving the American world No 
2 and last year's runner-up with- 
out a victory in two matches. 

Chang virtually has no chance 
of advancing from his round- 
robin group, while Muster is now 
1-1, following his opening defeat 
to Goran Ivanisevic. 

Muster came into the tour- 
nament with only two indoor 
match wins this year, but he 
dominated Chang from the 
beginning, breaking the Amer- 
ican’s serve for a 2-1 lead. 

Muster had won only one of 
seven matches in previous ap- 
pearances at the ATP season- 
ending event. But the former 
French Open champion was 
on top of his game. 

“It was nice to be able to play 
tennis, to get a chance to run and 
fight for the balls. Yesterday, it 
was a completely different situ- 
ation.*’ said Muster, who was 
beaten easily by Ivanisevic 

“Michael wasn't as aggressive 
today as usual and he made 
some unforced errors. I served 
well in important moments, 1 
put him under pressure, espe- 
cially at the end," Muster said. 

Tbe eight players are split into 
two round-robin groups, with 
two men from each group ad- 
vancing to the semi-finals. 

Results, Digest, page 31 




Andre Agassi str uggl es in vain to find a way past Pete Sampras in Hanover yesterday 


Photograph: Allsport 


retires 

injured 

Monica Seles may finally have 
an operation on her shoulder at- 
ter was she was forced to retire 
from the Chase Championship 
in New York yesterday because 
of the injury which has troubled 
her all year. 

The world No 2 retired from 
the £125m season-ending eveiu 
at 4-5 down in the first set of her 
first-round match against 
Japan's Kimiko Dale, alter an 
ice hag on her sore left shoul- 
der failed to alleviate the pain. 

“There were a couple of 
shots that made it even worse, 
and the pain just started shoot- 
ing down my arm. All you can 
really do is ice it and numb it 
at that point,” Seles said. 

The muscle tear in her shoul- 
der has bothered Seles since her 
Austr alian Open victory in Jan- 
uaiy. which was her only Grand 
Slam title of the year although 
she did reach the US Open fi- 
nal. losing to Steffi Graf. 

After Seles left the court. 
Graf showed no mercy towards 
her Slovakian opponent, Kari- 
na Habsudova. overpowering 
her 6-1, 6-4 in 48 minutes. 

Seles' withdrawal pul the 26- 
year-old Date's retirement on 
hold. The Japanese player now 
meets the 16-year-old Swiss girl 
Martina Hingis in the quarter- 
finals in what is her last tour- 
nament as a professional player. 
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Atlanta 
athletes 
face ban 

Drugs In sport 


Four Olympic competitors face 
drug bans if the International 
Olympic Committee derides to 
re-test their urine samples from 
the Atlanta Games. 

The IOC medical director, 
Patrick Schamas h, has revealed 
there had been four unan- 
nounced “positive results” from 
Atlanta for anabolic steroids. But 
he said the IOC had not been 
satisfied about the reliability of 
the testing procedures conduct- 
ed on the high resolution mass 
spectrometer, used for the first 
time at an Olympics in Atlanta. 

“They were positive results,” 
be said. “Not positive cases. We 
are not 100 per cent sure that 
the tests were positive. We 
don’t want to spoil the athletes’ 
lives if we are not 100 per cent 
sure. We want to be very dear.” 

Schamash said a decision on 
whether or not to re-test the ath- 
letes' samples would be made in 
the neaa two weeks. The IOC has 
not revealed which athletes, 
and which sports they compet- 
ed in, were involved. 

“We will decide whether to 
re-test,” he said. “There’s no 
wish to hide something.” 

The Bulgarian women’s 
triple jumper, Iva Prandzheva, 
and the Russian women's hur- 
dler, Natalya Shekodanova. 
tested positive for steroids in 
Atlanta on the standard mass 
spectrometer and were banned 
for four years. 

In Toronto, the Canadian 
Sprinter Ben Johnson, banned 
for life in 1993 after a second 
positive drug test, wants to be 
reinstated so be can run ngflfri 
and prove he is still “the best 
sprinter” in the world. 

“I just want to re-write the 
books, and prove that 1 am still 
the best sprinter that ever ran 
track and field I want to go back 
on the international circuit,” he 
said 

■ Athletes setting world 
records at next year's Athens 
World Championships could 
earn a $100,000 (£61,000) 
boons, International Amateur 
Athletic Federation sources 
said yesterday. The IAAF coun- 
cil will make a formal derision 
next month whether to intro- 
duce prize-money at both its in- 
door and outdoor world 
championships. 


Super League strives 
for the global game 


Rugby League 

DAVE HADF1ELD 
reports from Sydney 

Aided and abetted by an un- 
likely supporter in Linford 
Christie, Super League in Aus- 
tralia made a brave attempt to 
hit the ground running when it 
launched the 1997 World Gub 
Challenge here yesterday. 

The programme for the first 
season of the bitterly contested 
new global face of rugby league 
reveals two periods of three 
weekends druing which the 
game will make its most ambi- 
tious attempt yet to develop its 
international potential at dub 
leveL 

During the first of them, 
from 6 to 23 June, the European 
Super League chibs - London, 
Leeds, Halifax, Wigan, Salford 
and Oldham - will be in Aus- 
tralia playing tbe likes of Bris- 


bane, Canberra and the newly 
formed Adelaide Rams in the 
qualifying rounds. Five Aus- 
tralasian clubs will play in 
Britain and France, as fciris 
have against expectations been 
included in the format, with the 
two domestic competitions sus- 
pended for the duration. 

It is a far more complex for- 
mula than the simple top four 
playofis originally envisaged, but 
Super League's Australian chief 
executive, John Ribot, natural- 
ly believes that it wffl capture the 
public imagination. “The Eng- 
lish dubs are very keen on it,” 
he said. “They know it’s going to 
work. They can't lose any mon- 
ey on it, because all their costs 
will be underwritten.” 

Super League made a start 
on underwriting travel costs by 
flying out two British-based 
players, tbe Bradford Bull's 
Robbie Paul and Phul Sculthor- 
pe of Warrington, just for the 
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launch. Paul, taking a break 
from his winter contract with 
Harlequins, was suitably upbeat 
despite his jet lag. 

“It's going to create a lot 
more intensity in the game, 
which is what wc need in Eng- 
land," he said. "Playing at Har- 
lequins has shown me what a 
massive world-wide structure 
rugby union has got. This is the 
sort of thing rugby league needs 
to put it on the world map.” 

The other key dates for the 
game internationally will be 
next November, when Australia 
will embark on a three -Test tour 
of Great Britain - a venture that 
Ribot admitted was doubly im- 
portant after the debacle of the 
recent Anglo- Kiwi scries. 

The Kangaroos will also play 
three English dub sides on a lour 
which, along with the Wforid 
Club Challenge final in Sydney 
a month earlier, is intended to 
provide a dimax that will make 
sense of Super League's much 
vaunted “global vision". 

“It takes our sport into an- 
other dimension.” Ribot said. 
As for Christie, he justified his* 
foe by observing: “Although 
rm virtually retired from ath- 
letics, Tin still in shape if some- 
one wants a winger.” 

It really must be the big 
league, even if the rough edges 
of a presentation stated just 
across Darling Harbour from 
Uie poml where Bill Clinton em- 
barked on a harbour cruise lat- 
er yesterday harked back to a 
less sophisticated era, 

5 l P cr L f-^gtic's Signs hud a 
nasty habit of falling down; it is 
to be hoped that their promis- 
es will stand up better. 


Donald puts India on back foot 


Cricket 

India 215 for 8 v South Africa 

Allan Donald cut through the 
Indian middle order to reduce 
the boas to 215 for 8 at the close 
of the opening day of the first 
Test against South Africa in 
Ahmedabad yesterday. 

Donald picked up 3 for 33 
from 23 overs after India had 
elected to bat Sachin Tendulkar 
looked in excellent form before 
Jonty Rhodes threw himself to 


his left at midwicket to catch the 
Indian captain for 42 off Put 
Symcox. The former captain 
Mohammed Azharuddin stead- 
ied the innings with 35 hut was 
run out by Rhodes immediate- 
ly after tea. 

firs day; India non mss 

NM- Pint imago 
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Richards strengthens his Cup hand 
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Racing 

GREG WOOD 

Penniless punters uving to find 
their bus fare home from the 
track could do a lot worse at 
present than to try to tap Gor- 
don Richards for a tenner. The 
new jumps season could hard- 
ly have started any better fonhe 

man from Greystoke, with 23 
winners from 47 runners for a 
strike-rate which nudges 50 per 
cent, and yesterday he had a 
double cause for celebration as 
the victory of Unguided Missfle 
at Haydock and the defeat of 
Suny Bay at Kempton both 
tightened his grip on the Hen- 
nessy Gold Cup, to be run at 
Newbury on Saturday week. 

Unguided Missile's three ri- 
vals for the Edward Hanmer 
Manorial included Gales Cav- 
alier. who beat Viking Flagship 
at Cheltenham last season, and 
last year’s Hennessy winner 
Couldnt Be Better, but despite 
lacking a previous run he beat 
them both with conspicuous 
ease. 

None the less, he re main* a 
12-1 chance for the Hennessy 
with William Hill, but the prin- 
cipal reason for such apparent 
generosity is that another of 
Richards's entries, recent Ayr 
winner The Grey Monk, is an 
impregnable favourite at 7-4. 

“I have to be pleased with 
that, he did it very well,' 1 
Richards said. “The GreenaQs 
Gold Cup might be a realistic 
target later in the season, and 
I am sure he is the type to han- 
dle Ain tree in due course." 

Unguided Missile is just one 
of four Greystoke entries for the 
Hennessy. “I thought it was well 
worth leaving afi four in the race 
and at this stage Tm leaving my 
options open," the trarrra r said. 
The Grey Monk did it very well 
and I thought Addington Boy 
ran a smashing race in the 
Murphy’s Gold Cup. Certainty, 
though. I would have to say that 
The Grey Monk is the main one 
at the moment-” 

The nearest rival to The 
Grey Monk in the ante-post bet- 
ting is Challenger Du Luc, the 
Murphy's winner, at 6-1, with 
Billvgoat Gruff and Coome 
Hill on 8-1 and Addington Boy 
a 10-1 chance. 

Couldnt Be Better, who fin- 
ished within hailing distance of 

Unguided Missile yesterday 
only because Richard Dun- 
wootty bad eased the winner to 
a walk, is 12-1 to repeat last 



Eventual winner Ungufded Missile (far side) and Gales Cava&er clearing the water jump at Haydock Park yesterday Photograph: David Ashdown 


Frost hurt 
in fall 

Jimmy Frost was detained in 
hospital last night with sus- 
pected chest injuries after a fall 
at Hereford yesterday. The 38- 
year-old jockey was unseated 
from Bishop’s Castle at t 
fifth fence and was kicked by 
other horses. 

Another rider, Tom O’Con- 
nor, was also taken to Hereford 
County Hospital after a foil 
from Baxworthy Lord in the 
same race. He was concussed 
but was not detained. 


year's Harness? success. “I was 
pleased with his ran and it 
means that he doesn’t have to 
carry a penalty,” Charlie 
Brooks, his trainer, comment- 
ed later: 

Less encouraging for Brooks, 
however, was the performance 
of Suny Bay in the limber HiD 
Chase at Kempton. Suny Bay 
set out as the 5-1 second 
favourite for the Hennessy, but 
foiled to recover from a mistake 
on the for side on the final cir- 
cuit before finishing weD-beat- 
en behind Hying Again. 

The leading bookmakers im- 
mediatety removed him from 
their Hennessy betting, and 


Suny Bay broke a blood vesseL 
“My boras have been running 
yeiy well, but this is a worry be- 
cause it mxgit indicate some sort 
of viral or bacterial infection,” 
Brooks said. 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Chicfcawicfca 
(Warwick 350) 
NBrBironi 

\ (Wincanton ZOO) - 


A second impressive success 
for a northern yard at Haydock 
was that of Marello, a three- 
time bumper winner, in the 
novice hurdle Much opened the 
subsequent tesfeindkated that canL....^. .. ... 


favourite - by two and a half 
lengths, with Peter Niven mo- 
tionless In the saddle, and will 
clearly be one of the season’s 
leading novices over hurdles. 

Before racing at Kempton 
yesterday, the course disclosed 
that a sponsor has been found 
for the track’s valuable Christ- 
mas meeting, which includes the 
King George VI Chase on Box- 
ing Day and the Christmas 
Hurdle 24 hours later. 

Ffertemps, current sponsors of 
the St Leger at Doncaster, will 
support the meeting after sign- 
ing -a “substantial” one-year 


prize-money. 

Kempton also announced 
plans for an £8.4m redevelop- 
ment of their facilities. Wwk vwD 
start at the course in February, 
concentrating principally on 
the grandstand and re-siting of 
the paddock immediately be- 
hind it, and should be finished 
in time for the King George 
meeting in December 1997. 

HENNESSY COGNAC GOLD CUP: Ud- 
brok era 7-4 The Grey Monk, 8-1 Sony Bay, 
B8ygsK Grefl & Chalengr Du Luc. 30-1 
Addington Boy & Coome HA. Il l Coiidnt 
Be Berner, 12-1 General Cmcfc & Johnny Se- 
aside, 16-1 bar 7-1 (with a run) OngLrted 
mini. Poret 7-4 The aey Monk. 7-1 Bfl- 
taoat Gruff, 10-1 Ade&ngton Boy, CbaUengar 
Du Luc & Coombe HH. 12-1 Feathered Gem. 
General Crack & Johnny Secants, 14-1 bra. 
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nraoon> Jov0e«jwprr)Ftti*p»V4ioo -— —hi 

11SMPQ4 SHUT WBSTOIteEMacceJIOQ - 


HYPERION 

1240 Antartictem 110 Baher 140 Spring* 

210 Royal Saxon 240 Vai De Rama 210 
SMART APPROACH (nap) 340 Sjjjnfog Edge 


-n 


ro» 


12 226243 WE CROSSWO {13J T Easaty 6 10 12 LWp* B 

13 WWW S£7ODAUB«5«MBra6l012 IMmu 

14 BGMOaLQUnrGWvk71D12 ADofaCb 


3JjO 


IMrun wtfe lfltt. 7)w imAop mVk Hbmk Ataw te X3D. siu . 

4jB3t5*i 

BOIWS: M rfre sq r mm i.7-aA H W m « si ,»-aFfrTn Tin Btf, 6-1 7H- 
Mafura, 7-1 Stared. 10-1 Anorak. 204i 


GOING: Good. 

■ Left-hand, tmdotanng morse, Easy fences and long nm-tn cm 
chaor ronnse of&OQytfe. 

W Course Is one mile sooth-east of town near Junction of A689 and 
AJ77. Bus service from Stockton station (Dm) or Dnriam station 
112m). ADMISSION: Paddock £8 (QAFfe i4>. Comae 12. CAB 
PARKS Free. ' 


BUNKERED nK977I)IB: Flyaway Mare (l£.4U),KyvCrQ«e- 
tag 11.401, AHckareer (vteoted, 1.40). 

WINNERS IN LAST SEVEN DATS: None. 

LONG DfSTANCK RUNNERS: Copper Cofl (3J Oj lu»hew sent 
iHH miles by wnaaralhaa Carton Benin. S«ncaec;fto y l Sax- 
on CL iu> sent 29i mOeshyP Bowen mxn Haverfordwest Uyfed; 
UnlLed Front (3.40) son 262 miles fay J Neville from Newport, 
Gwmu. 


15 310050 SHAUDWRWracra) RQWbS IDII. 

16 246-225 1WM MIS (B) 6 Worn 5 10 11 

KTTWft 114 Rye Qrariag, 3-1 SprinfUi Qsqr, 6-1 Oat Coetite, 6-1 
~ , 10 -lU D ra rta n.U-lT<nMa, 161 i 


LC.L PIS NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E) 
£3JD00 added 3m 3f UDyds 

520125 ABRANSAUMERUBJBMSU3 StejkrH 

15441-U MWIDBnB(10)mLLi««i6113 II Porter 

05-1243 SMART AmOACH |B)an 14s H Refill 6 10 12 

raw 


EEId 


HATHAAKTS LADES HANDICAP HURDLE 
(CLASS F) £2fiS0 added 2m 5f 110yds 
V- 2 U 2 nmmr rmi mp i inpirmr wa r >im (n) 

259022 RAKR(UQmttsA9Mfaw*7112 — MraVM*(7) 
5P0-122 Ho»n(cnp>umaii2 — _ifc*PRDiwton 


tsa 


60213A5 IIAfEnK{2l){CO)ltaMItaielqr7U(UtaBAItarict(7) 
450453- 1NSOU4ER(Hq(199)UBBneta«i9101O-taStBM 
33M&P 9QUMMI9mtGS(mtfrBV«M610ejKqa«iaiV 
0056-10 reBarGOR0ON(21)nWsDtloiGcn5105. 


(EJJ 


8 050364) WETS *1 THE M(»cm U« J Borer 12 100. 


t(7) 


C0LM MACANDREW HAfOKAP CHASE AM- 
I ATHJRS (CLASS F) £3j600 added 3m 3f 

331215 SCRABOVEW0|PB&aum8127 M-SSawreB 

am 43. MAM. SAXON (S85) P Boon ID 12 6 — HrRItmAoDlS) 

PQP554 SPARROW WU MJROGereia 9 12 3 Ur CHAM (71 

35PU6 BtAZSIC DAWN (9) (CD) J Httuti 9 12 3 Mm P Uma (S) 
(041-P HMB9CAIE AMXtQV (14) J (Are 8 11 13 .Jfr N Mnn $>) 

34U2U0 Off DSHW 02} Ms Saradbune 111112 

WM RM a ii fl) 

451541P GAU WOS? «T Din 10 1111 Mr 8 Hate (5) 


P CUMOCHEU)CXI7(40) JWtade610 
20-2342 OOmi 001.(7} WTunvS 10 10. 

F- KN0aBHDEClSflFWijphy7101Q 
5 LA CHANCE (12} tAs H VMon S 10 10 

460M5 MER (U}Rlhornson9lblo‘ 
fflW TWOOSIOCKU)Ott(S7SVttaTtBOn8I010 

N 

0- HADAWCr LAD (209) J Howd Jtfraon 4 109 


FF44P8 IfiHTHAU. 


-AMaM- 

lAWwa aetat: 10B. 7n« htndkxo noVte *> V» Meaty 9* «u 

BETIWft 11-4 tea. 3-1 Saacrts* 4-1 Bober, W. U a a i ttfa, 7-1 Petf 


mJNeedaml0115. 


i|B 

-SdceWrad- 

KniMk 74 Smfao Wm 41 RwM tao, Spnew IM, M Draw, 

7-1 UUMI Pitoceta, M Hantane Aiahn, 1*4 ettaa 


12.40 


JOHN WADE MN0 TRUCK SELLING 
HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS G)2%M0 
added 2m If 

436-305 ANORAK (13) (00} G Moore 6 120 ARnAr(7) 

F642 TVfNKKI BLUES U9) ®F) Ms M IhMkiy 4 11 10 


11-401 


TO2-45 


(5KCD) P MCrtSfii 7 11 B 


5BV-7W CHAKL0F8ARHAS(l^(D)BGw 711 7 
BO-1624 SMBMO(S7}m6Mm41l4 
564F4M SATmFDANCERa}M»AMdn)7112 
4635-53 AMARDCIBM (m G OMqd 6 U 2 
301-P50 CAKSttADStHCSiFSaieygUl 
3WJ501 FiymiHEEND(M)9COUQiM6111 



| W A. STEPHENSON MEMORIAL NOVICE 
CHASE (CLASS D) £SS0O added 2m Sf 

42-P123 lEDBSDWP) (CO) AtaDDrmscn9H4 TRaad 

54HP60 0V P eW H MnVTT3iwqiB112 KJMM 

AUSUsMFtee^710M_ PtBrea 

3604% AUCHtaaa?a)PMjMh6i0i? 6 creanv 

F2263-1 BASSSfiAlLV (1^ Ml P 5)y 6 10 12 
F33F00- CAlLEHHOrpDfl DUot)B1012 
405463- CAWTOSAUUS 077)0*9*7 10 12 
030064- DARK BUOY (229)BiacW0N 7 1012 

5U tWWMLAD(9)MsAS^*erti71012 


2A0 


10 LRM-0 MOUKEAM HR 03) V Threisn 6 10 12 

11 12M1QL CUT COUTURE (570) l Un5) 8 1012. 



MOmytr 


[ WASHNGTON HOSPITAL HANDICAP CHASE 
(CLASS F) £3^00 added 2m ULOyds 

1 P23MD SBIBlinsn(Ua(D|UsSlantinrei81111..JllMUi 

2 31310-1 BBMRSDSJSHrO9RARn8U10 LVtyvV 

3 P-123U2 VAL DE RAMA (9) M Denys 91^7114 PHhcfl 

4 412334 SEW DE WISE p5)R Johnson 9 110 KJotaao 

5 42312F CaCUUllON(S)(Ctl)DUcCM1010 0 BIMb«V 

6 S0«4 MASTS? SALESMAN nm Hit VMM 13 100 

-Bdedmd- 

Afc w^c lfltt Jut we&ts: QaMoo 9a 13b AtaBr SaWanen 9s 9fc 
BETtwe: M Mam Dam?, VM da Raoa, 4-1 CMdkn, S-l Rare da 
VMM, SM* RMa, I 


11 OOSR-5 I0SHAAR(U)UIV3>41O9 

12 P DEARJEAN(9)MSlMesty6105 

13 003-433 0NEinREDBEmJW6lMn61D5 

14 4350-44 0URRARB0W(13) Vlte P8» 4lip4. 

BBTWftll-4 S iiw WiW. 7-2 r Bwar Pnl .4-l T— tAH » na tft .74Men- 
cl— ; 9-1 KhoctMde, 12-1 Oir Rakfrw, 14-1 Hadsway lad, 16-1 otb- 


Q An l SEDGEF1ELD PADDOCK BOOKMAKERS 
l* w l HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS E) £3^)00 
added 2m If 

1232-64 SWWG HJGE (17) T EaMrtv 4 11 10. LM&ar 



11-3330 BDiQARCER{U)aRimUltaiBfey4U7. 
015F-40 UMOS>Rt(Mrn(P)JNn«e4UO 


Q0612D- IViMBl(U(l}MsAS*vtenk51013. 
33-2224 ROMOS OS] 6 Hoorn 5 10 13. 
55J35P COURT JOKER (10) HAIaoRtr 4 100. 

-Bdeetarad- 


-B Stony 


AWmun ueSfftt: lOsr. True hontc&Hdfft: Cur: JoterOB 13t>, 

BBIWft 3-1 Edta, 3-1 Eden Dancer, « Nenka, M Mad TVbW, 

8-1 Thnhi, 14-1 Comt Mar 


McCoy two 
short of the 
fastest 100 

Tony McCoy now needs just two 
more winners to bent Peter 
Scudamore’s record of the 
fostest-ever century of Nation- 
Hunt winners. The champi- 
k “cm jockey reached the 
98-winner mark for the season 
with a victory on Quini Eagle in 
Kempion’slast race yesterday. 

McCoy was last night con- 
sidering an appeal against a 
three-day ban, imposed for 
whip abuse on Tuesday, which 

sidelines him for the Hennessy 

Gold Cup. 

■ Sporting Index, the sports 
spread betting firm, has intro- 
duced accounts with limited 
risk. The •‘Selecr Account” of- 
fers punters a known maximum, 
win or loss on every bet, the mar-, 
ket’s lowest minimum stakes 
overall, with a guarantee that 
losses cannot exceed more than 
£50 on a minimum stake bet. 


RACING RESULTS 


.. HATDOCK 

U&l. MARBIO ff> ffeero 2-1; 2. feMM 

tt Spawa 1-2 Rw. a. Aaglwe y S*» Vtaw 

20-1. 11 ran. 28. (Mrs M Rawky. Salt- 

turn). Tata: £280: £130. £1.10. £1-90. 
Dual Forecast £JL30. Conwuter Strait fiore- 
CBSC £337. TTKC £Z50. 

1A0: 1. SRMT CttL (R Sl«pM 11-8 Jw; 

2. CfccuB Une 7-2: 3. Dasait Htfder 5-1. 
7 ran. l¥s 2. {F-Joidan; Uornmsw). Tote 
£190: £1^0. £210. Owl Foreoasc £2^0. 
CSF:£fiJ22. 

210: L UNOUKD WSSaE (R DUrv 
woody) 10-11 W; 3. CcmAHM Batter 11-4; 

3. Bates Cavriter 5-2. 4 ran. 4. 2Ct (G 
Rjehards, Sreysw*®). IWk £1.70. Dud 
Foracsse £2 JO. CSft £333. Non Rumec 
Suny Bay. 

2^ LTUUlTMinWTOFF ECsdetftnnL 
3-1; 2. Myttoo t Chofca 3-1: 3. TUfflpoto 
6-2 far. 6 ran. 3V». 3. V Jartaraon. Mateatf. 
TMn: £330; £1.40. £190. Dud Fortcsa: 
IS.aacSR£11.29.NonRunnecti&icGun- 
Mr. uue Gunner 0.0-1) «s wMiakmn nor 

dueOan Spin the poum. 

3JJJ-.1. THUMBS UP (RtkdwraW 13-8 
fa t, 2. SpsnWi U Vd U-«: 3. ftebsi Ktag 
13-2. 5 ran. 7. «. (G McCorat, Wrtap). 
me ££50; £120, £230. Dud ftitcasc 
£3 jJ 0. CSft £&33. 

- a40elWUD8BlMBfClJawM»9-13 - 

tee 2. 0**«rt Pan* 4*1; 3L Oouatiy S*aw 

16 - 1 4 rtew 4. 2a (N TadJWvDadBSjOid- 

terftamX Tatra £l60. Dud Forecast £2.00. 

Computer Strata Forecast £024. ton 

Rumen Brow 8ytf».®ara. 

Unadpot: £9^0. fteeapal: £950. 

K £9.91. Place SC. £9.47. 
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kempton 

1. CANARY fAtCOWtNV Wnfee- 
tort 13-2: Z- satep M‘ 1 
Roraoo 6-1 B rate 4-1 & NoMng W 
2V* a ftCr&Am, VMXtm. 
f?-*i £?-7n n JO. Dtfll Forecast £1050. 
Computer Stai^H Rrecast £4431 Tnfiast 
£239.94 Tnra £3180. 

mmuGMMAlAagdd 4-atee 

2. WUe Music 12 U 3- MJt* ftW 

ffj. *ran il a (D NWidsen. thppjb o* 
tttf. TWra fl^a Dual ftreca* £28a CSR 

ISO: 1 NOT FOR TUiMM 0 Osb^m) 

3-1 tee 2. BteBt7-t 3. Mtan UA 

sai»«a «oa«^ 

Tctra £4.70; £2.40. £2J0. E13D. DP. 
£25.7a CSF: £24.77. TW« E37J90. 

i^lTlWWG MAM OOdKtete) 1H 
tec a. Old Mdga7-fl; «.te d i — te ra 30-1 
P Gsndofo. Wteteff). T*»: 


2JOrJ. TJM (I Ostxanej 15-2: 2. Him 
Brada 8-1- 8. Tire Tobaocfr 3-1 5 ran 8- 
lltevChwraed (4th|. 5,2. (l Jartm. Roj»- 
lon). Totac £830; £2.00, £3.90. OF: 
£12.70. CS^ £48.49. 

830: Oanil Ire al 1. 8ERUPE HOT TO U 
Osuome) 7-4: DaaiHnaB 1 FWETWNE (M 
A FBzterakfl 5-4 tec 3. Rppte John 4-L 4 
NK.deKttV.dK (OSTisimxxL UpparLem- 
txwm&MciAnerea, PuBjctou^i). Toteven 
Rna Tti)ne£L20. Beruda Not To £110. DR 
£1.70, 08ft HneTTyna, Beruda NatTo £239. 
Beruda Nocio, fine TTyne £232. 

-*-50: L QUN EAGLE (A P McCc*1 11-4 
teCB-tecSt Hd te teai 12-l.-xsaafcat»16- 
120 ran 10:8. (M P^WBUntfan). late: 
£4.10; £2.00, £5L90. £24.00. DR £40^0. 

- CSft £46.47. Trtae not won 
Pteavot ffit 7f l.Q nte »B te £2190. 
Pteoate £18030. Ptecn 5i TA333. 

HEREFORD 

100S JLCHOHN AND GUSHKM (P«p*- 
MO-1- 2-Vbratei MyaBc 10-1; IWten- 
kf RaaT5>l U pm. 3-11 ter Fissn. ID. 

ffGrestfWBfl. Tatra £138^0: £1030. 
£2.60. £170. Oft £350401 CSft £82435, 
Tite £12L80J ■ 

imel f O PPBBPg flieaBtetegll-l; 
2. Pmtent PBffly 10-1; 8, WtayUpMI 4-1 
cater. 13 MRi^-lco ter Mtes^WHa (48^. 
Vts 7. U MuSr^ Ttotec OBiXl; £5,50, 
■OM, £im DR-S5.60. CSft £11359. 
TricaK £48556. Ida £12850. 

20OL1 GUMVMB ftOH u Kartt 3-1 
1 lJMMireod Jttdra7-2: 3L Soete *«n 14- 
18 ran 8-4 favASca s Mirror. 13. 1%. (R 
-Hoc^as).1tate:£a4O;£ia) > £110.£25a 
Dft£17ha Csft£M.iB.7neasc £119.07. 
Trio: £11020. 

230b L-OOHUU CADRAN {A Tlwntel} 

6- 1- 1 MorartSnvteS-ia. Cradoal Ada 

25-1 11 ran 7-4 ter WWBYba- Stray. 7. 
25. (T faster). Me £7,70: £180. £2.90, 
£890. Oft £57X01 CSft £5144. 

3JXtllHSBEflWNK(RXrtwn)2- 

lbw;2.RaMtfaReaat7-l;3.Ctodltap. 

jMT 10-1 15 anft 2. (Ned T CTteice). Ibtee 
EL60MUO. S2A0. £2.60. OF: £UM0. 
CSF: £17J&Tacast £117.44, Trio: £2050. 
330: l: SCOTTISH 8MH (A Tlnndari 

7 - a tec 1 Potraftar 5-1; S. iterihara 
SteBv 9-112 ranio, 12. (pwetOart. 

£2.70; £150, £140.1430. DR £340. CSft 
£12-61 TrteasC £6239. Trip: £52.90- Non 
Ruonen NorBc Vasey; 

- 4JKklMasro«Jd«Qffi(CHo^n) 

8- l-ll>ve» 8ramdfo Ite; XTtoafrarar 

9- 2. 13 ran 2 . 1 V* OtojPtmrai)- Tatra: 
&A0: £2:00,' £t2ft £2.70. DR £l2^ft 
CSF: £28,43. Top: £3180. \ 

jacKpoe not won Drool of£2287.76 carted 

icnwrdiovfflraittiD^y). 


■ ' Ptebae: £383^ Pteteft £94^4. 


2-201 


HYPERION 

L20 Channel Pastime l_50 Shuttlecock 220 
Runaway Pete 2-50 Dromhana 320 Sounds 
Strong 3^0 Chfckawidca 


GOING: Good. 

■ Left-hand come. Ran-n of LMOyifa. 

■ Course Is west of etty on 84096. Buses from suuions at War- 
wick (Im) and LearainSUHi Spa (2m). ADMISSION: Club 112 
(16 Lo 24-yeandUr SflV. TanaaeHs S8; Coarse 15. CAS PASS: 
S3. 


SCOTTISH EQUTIABLEJOCKEYS ASSOCI- 
ATION SERES HAI0GAP HURDLE (QUALI- 
FIER) (CLASS D) £3J50 added 2m 3f 

3501-10 TfflUW«BUB«te'817t | VStodtey 

P012-16 nRVBIWT PETE (12) (CO) H Poe 6 120 APMeCoy 

22*311-4 KHAUDI (8) (Q D Gaioodb 7 11 7 SepUelOcMn 

P01TS33- GROUSEMW (201) (D) Ites H Krt^B 10 11 S 


5106- DOteVPaeTS) bteJC*S4 10 n 
10 WNSPORD HKLpc^ PH0lts5 100 





7 00CKC1 ROSEHALL (IB) (CO} Mr T F^MTgDT 5 10 0 6 8000(3) 

-7dedraed- 

lUnun «e»ic 10B. Tree (anteft) Andwl Set 7B. 

BErmft 114 ttrng— m, 3-1 n—iy Pate, 7-2 KbadJ. 92 Pamap. 
pal 8-1 Teas Jay. 9-1 BAntard WD, 401 Roateal 


VISOSED FIRST TIME: Evorio Bnfb (3M). 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DAYS: None. 
LOKG4XSTANC8 8DNNER9: BteoteMk 1360) basben sen 161 
uiBcalo’ J Brar bon Gadertna. Lancwftlre; Colora- 8rtecau ( 1 £0) 
red 147 mOcs fay N Howe than CtaMonflwidr*. Devon: Rmaway 
Pace (320), Pepdc Lady (S-50) * Break The Bales (360) » 
140rdkalyMlTpelh»mt&^M>laih4jnc,PCTon. 


Z50 


SffittfY MADEN CHASE (CLASS D) 
£5400 added 3m 2f 



E±iJ 


ETHELFLEDA'S MOUNT CONDmONAL 
I JOCKEYS HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS E) 
£4500 added 2m 4f UDyds 

P-1U332 HBtEYVkWJOmPftaelimO DJXawRS> 

F141-32 FUPJHCX UO (2Q k TacBJEtlada 7 11 10 DUMB 

234442 CHAMB:PtfnC(123P)DBuitell2U5_aqiLrads 

(F223P- RWB?HBJ(2M)Kfttsrl0105 X Sate 

3U3-312 CRACnMemoSTCZ7)(D)miteDHsBa8U)3 

-s Hotel 


1 amo- *imw«n)ULKE(2iO)CSWi m5. 

2 OTfr COICT ROAD (222) G Budfl 7115 

2 DMWHNAPlfetabeU5 

4 ep WCH lM P DtO B W ACand 6 116. 

5 MKM HNUneilNMtlSTCBRy7U5. 01 

6 D9UD4- UCBRUD(2a}0SlierMnd811S. 

7 32S95- !K8WMDIE(2S8)MsJ(tornfl7115u 

S ARCTIC MADAM PNkMK 7110- 

9 0- PEPIKIADVpateMFteaeUO- 

-Sdactead- 

BEnKS M OreodM, MCSnay Rnd, MDiaBn< B-l Arcdctedn, 
31 Dm soy Pa**, Peptle lady, 10-1 o«te» 


id) 


3.20 


SHPSTDN HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS B) 

£lftOOO added 3tn 2f 


QSTO13- EASITRN RWER (2*7) (DJCapTFaSEr IB 1DD_A1 
-Bdactead- 

BQ1II0: 7-4 Rwteck lad, Ur4 Rmd Paattoa, 3-1 HHder Wood, 7- 
1 crateBd Bod, Uhl Rber Red. Eratn flber 


1 1P11M OrOTS LADY 112) PO) ItoJ Fttnan 7 11 10 —Id Mason 

2 11113 -? CUSSffl» B3 T m DC16|OTC5pcTftS»7115 

A P McCoy 

3 2V-1 SOI0DS STRONG (2Q D Ndtdsan 7 11 4 AMaftin 

4 303111- Fill OF OATS (264) (OR Ura HKn^l 10112 

MrAMafem 


1-50 


HARBURYSELLMG HANDICAP HURDLE 
(CLASS G) £2^50 added 2m 3f 


-4 declared - 

BETDNft M date Of Itealyte n . Serada Strang. 3-1 Hull UtV. M 
MOTOata, 


1 002010. Camni3»nEtl9B}MBHKntea6U10 


-Mr A Wale (7) 

114302 MCftB!5aasSf9)PEKteBU8 A P McCoy 

032 SWmfi00CKmiBRUnNMttaite5U4^Utate*B 

JOHQM JOHN HAMAH (21} D Ga^iy 7 10 13— B&*(fc(7) 

52-CW2 SOtelAJE? (53) fi Lteelyi 7106 IfrJUla ral yi 

(WlfiM TAMMDU(7)G-teKS810 7. 


3^0 


ASHORNE NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E) 
£3^300 added 2m 

2»-l CHRKAMBU (Ifi) (CO) B 11 5 Rtemtt 

2 ABOVE TIE CIT S C Modoc# 4 10 12— 

BREAK THE MBESM Pipe 41012- 


JtPAhAqr 


564340 Mrnetd»Kwn0iM4i03. 


432&F KMSOFBABfUROSlFJadenA 103——. 

pwpoe sKnBEANrnKMteara7iD0 o 

10 233250 BBGmSAPFHfE(!3)DBtRMlD10O 4»J 


JRjwB 
Jtftteb 
8 


U PRP4TO COUXS SQCME (7) K Hene 9 10 IX- 


V 

12 022Q3P- M)BAUflU(43B}KV*iRDw710O lft01lcM[7) 

13 . 5FMP CMHANaE5Rm{iqWMm410O ttPScM 

-J3dectaed- 

mtan *e&c 10*. Tree widcap Bags : » Wm. B4fi* Saat*e 
SK i 30. Gom Setena 2i 8b KSBSdar 9S 38i Onrancf* Sons SB 


QOO- DOMTM#BHDOC29)PWe£te51012_l4rFScoa 

0 EYEZMHUFO(S8 NUtptt£fl4 1012 IB fra— QiV 

16- MJRSRMEU»(2S71DMdnfeon51012 AMa pfra 

15- nr«lMeBi(r(2«3}O3cnoad61012 lOtearna 

MDARCrPtelwr41012 RBcteoy 

HR MUON D Moms5 10 12 M 

6&3 5H0LEIB* 02} J Bany 4 10 12 


genwft 7-2 Sbotaaoete. »2 Tnaia*i . B-l Itek a rta Crete, 7-lCgrael 
lee. 8-1 terariar, 10-1 EUyf&ttTKag 0( 8*b)A6fl, 12-1 eO«t 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 
11 
13 

13 

14 FmaAHBunBmyRSbon£4i07. 

15 35 RCKACOMSStUMfeAfreSlOr taylycn 

-ISdednerf' 

BETTM: M CbUtedcka, 3-1 freak The Mas, 54 Baalcaa irate. 7- 
1 Hone Bey, »»■ 1M ter Roo^ Suote^ M-l rates 


M ■nHMLOBBUpmaini? . .b 

43- MBTE CUWET (458} RWUS4 1013 DUteabr 

4Qt- Ban«aL(lMteRtatteten610? PWtey 




1-30 Ashby 19 
200 ZaltDOil 
230 AiKkv Laval 


HYPERION 

300 Phar Rom Funny 
330 Second CaB (id» 
400 MBIersfard 


GOING: Good r _, 

M terfaJand, «»llcaA« ro«oae. Rnn4n of ZOQyiL 

■ Gonge tt wo ii ^g olgntnonBO OSl.Tcn^ e cornher aflgteUMi (acrriceftnni Lon- 
Aifi , Waia teo) ftuggillMawy. ABSOS SSO IH; Mcnobfia i 1— o O fJuntof Mcrnbcra, 17 
to 22 jrars, S&3D); 7faaasa&a S8; Oob*» (■»• ca»u» coarse) S4. (Vedn-lGa trw 
ta4o ■& endcnvcnX CAJ* PAMEr Fbpe- 


M iJt»nn8 C T»A ra i nBH «r ti H iiTNWKi8:MWpc— OGwbincw&fm, i^nmnent 

gfres i sarr» raao ol 273% and a profll to a S 1 level <oakc of 415.38. p Metmlh 
— 18 warned. ] 12 ruanen. 18.14b. -431.78; J GUTorH — 1 1 w toner*. 7U item, 
SSS3S; * Bodfoa — 1 1 wbem*. 1 1* iwwm, 9-SA4. -S18.US. 

■ L£AMNG JOCmrS: X Dmnxoody — 18 wtraiCTS, liM rkfes, 23.4V r.7; J 

Oaborwe — 15 wtanera, 6» rato. all*. +14.40; AVcCor— II Mmn, 66 ndca, 
16.7%, £18.34; C Bradley— 8 wtanera, 37 rides. 21 £*. +MJ3. 

BUNXBRED P1R8T TUB: SbecateO PBtetea (2-00); Mr Jtererr (1 JXt). 

WD4NE19 IN TBE LAST SEVEN DtASS: aesood COB (34)0) won H Tbwrtsrr (asDiura. 
d w. 

LONG-DBTANQS RUNNERS: StanaMl Pflftrira 72110} tiaa been sen M3mil»byM 

BohfTtM fno«n BnJg Sored Green. 


t£jj 


UytESM. SOLLSSINDMe NOVICE HANDICAP HURDLE 
(CLASS E) E3J000 addad 2m PWialty VahJO £2^68 

1 (W384 MQnH»tnY(l»«(21}in>{UriyTranaftNHaK»an5U10MAIl>tenia 

2 8045A8- JWWimta^WraMraHW^B^Slia-----. DOSateoa 

3 306404 SAteteAHAIBkWIMaCatoimFaaiylGametoed 112 TJaate 

4 052224 BZMIDIM HUE (MB) te TltaNdteTml 610 T JIDamtody 

5 CKI506- CteMMI0OI7)a«»tew1A MWa510 6 RJHawea 

imwt B IT U teb j !■ TT T Waite a n n r,* * Mtttew M B Iteaa 

IMS: JtaarlMri S 11 1 M S«f« 8-1 (D Glfldcfcl 11 wi 


ASHBY MU. tea awaoved two Bona* on eftlctel Ftei ratlnte anea she aa ran o««r leir- 
dtea, wmrwTfteo tunes tn tne p tocaoe. meat reeamy « Sabsiwiy (lm) last month. Ad- 
n&atBy. ftehaal Haw ’s men Hawed onbf naalecraa totro m sewn tuna ow tnrSse* 
last season, a lWetwh fourth to hy EiBOi et Ptampaon m March bemg as doee as she 
apt to a am. lack t * stanvm aao m ad a ptobieni, but dda wn mAes. on ptxxaj repon- 
ed yMtwdM stH tn be nd«g on the test sate of pod. should not te a problem ana 
Arty HH ware* need u repeat the impnxwmani she ehoaed on me Ratio wm ties 
wete race. The bbsi* raw tnp should aiao ba at WayftatwsWajra tnour. Mc*y Han- 
darsonY teMnc saarang to stwflFe n dead Bound at Stretford last tana. On ids last 
vote hara in March Ion fast poena), ha had Juft taken the lead tewn toang two out «i 
a l&<unner Rattan tunfla waft by Mutaa. The return to two miles Ml suit Santdra 
Ha«w after tea Huntmatam flop Mat time. Ca b wra ttdw a recant nm. so Baaaor Maaa. 
who made the nmdr* whan a lan*m and a quarter second to U»rcan|o at Huntingdon 
ai May. bras the Maly paeamater and her bast pobqr <* autey >o stretch the sormna 
rrftrMsemete. g ete rttmc ASHBY HBX 


I TOTE BOOKMAKERS NOVICE HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS 
i D) £5^2SO addsd 2m 5f Psnalty VtehM £4|D49 
432031 IBB— Ml— WR(28}ffllABBN7»HB»»Oaaaa912HEaO 

420228 Z—f47)IChate4anftMangLsflZ)Mct)ClMn51111 ****** 

003240- ATIM ABOVE (UR (URorGen R L T Bit— K Way 6 U 11 COIteyw 

XTT22-2 MRMCUJmmOAsMWMWtSprlfoite r71lB SWyrwe 

303121- RNilAUM (08) (tee MHdew Own PartneoW Mbs HN— 7111 _JMa 

3426- MMCffnilffte— tereas»RAIng71ia SMB— 

52F5- I— AMI IAfl( UTI) (Krem rdHtii fl. Tbr ill rreMTI Anftna Tim I fi 10 10 

p 34551 IBALMBBT (9) (t it ktneyl M«C JWraiy^ 6 MBSwII 
30504-3 C8AOQNG PB0SP8H pte (Mrs J GAdilon) B H Ite ran 5 30 4 , 


rR 

-TPaacoa— P) 
BCMbtd 


HD 


13 4PQBPP- RM7>AU.(2S3)(nwCUiw&n<4Cap(T F0«er8 100 

14 ODUO0-4 lMnatnuaUI»Ca}(BsterS«pHlB9n0AnSBwTwn8l61OO 1 

15 t»J5g»- SWEET BUCK gR3)(RCft^)B PLgi 7 100 M 

U&ammtifft IOsl Lot tartk^<KillKSaiMIPtgto9B 9b. Ferny B&&MaasrPB/)0OB fid 
lte.teMBUflSsl3H 

BEfltefc 7-2 aotoea. 4-1 Bred. 5-1 Hadaata Mner. 61 AtTba awe, 7-1 Biwalib. 8-1 In- 
te* —at 10-1 Hte tend Jack. 12-1 tteUy. CrattteR Proaect. Deear, 18-1 otters. 

1995: 9ap feriomer 8 11 0 A Thornton 8-1 (K Baieyi 11 wi 
FORM CUBE 

Whou^ithe mourn of Adnan Macute. ZMTOON needed hs Chepstow return n a hand- 
icap Vaade and went oft a tagger pnee t)«n ha gifflbkBd-on ststeerrots Mytmn’s Choice, 
who duly won. with zwtnon we tt ianmg md statti place. The fhe-year-oU wBI strip much 
floor far the run and oegns nts kfo in chases on a pod maiK. David Nchotton frequarely 
te* 5 h<s hones ther chasatg debuts at novice handicaps and das looks a good oppar- 
travty. Mariners kteiwr'a task m CartBe was made much easwr by Rich Oasire breaking 
down, but the mare $8S m^ressad In maMng afi. jumptte weB. Even with 12st lib. Hie 
& a tag danger, lags! Artist has much more an ids plate than when wunmf at ludow 
133 time and the penalty could anchor Idm. A tagger threat shradd be Nroni. omner-up 
m ha Ieei three racaa. YduOng when beaten lour tongftw by Mcharado M Unosatnr on 
hrs retepeeranea. He is sure to have coma on for the nm. The booMtgar Rkhaid Din- 
woody for the re&tM* uneaposad pon wavier H—tand Jack catclws the aye, whHe 
■RataandWMriy shoutttxxh Mn chases, judgBd on what they snowed over hunln 
last season, but may need thar test mn of the season. S a l acBon: ZAITOON 


S 2 


HAMUON UTESnr HAMNCAP CHASE (CLASS q £3flyOOO 
added 3m If llDyds Penalty Valus £6,775 

P53421F RASHIWCASH(5»D(n(OiGMadBnMol— CEteranlDllll IAlteCM% 

5366P IDG OF PEACE (12) (CD) pndBdSOnlG Baking 9110 BCMM 

QT3Z12- lEHBU£(22«(NjMlnhel)AJmte7110 RJ 

11- AMMEUWM.(25^(liasChasBonvWM0ftKtelte710n 

43122P- BEAURBAK(22Qra-MHiniina5l I? Attar 8 ID 9 

41-1133 RAMOW (USil£ (9) (BF) Defray Itrde) P Mchak 9 10 8 
15ULQM- Ml MMDBI (385 (M A BoddngonJN 6aselee9103 
-7 



BETIWft 100-30 La Matte, 7-2 Ante* lawd, M Rahbnr Caaba, 6-1 Baanrapcdre, 7-1 Ite k- 
tedar. 6-1 HwtedaraTb. U>-1 Ta£ of Ptaca. 

19» Smart Band 7 U 9 R Fanw 9-1 (lbs J Piorofl 12 ran 
FORMGUDE 

LE MERITS chase wans last season came test time out at Cheltenham (when ha ben- 
edted from the mitesh behaviour of PndaeU) and at Umaater in Man*^ whan ha uu re- 
tundra from a three-month break, so tack ef a previous ran this season ahoiid not he a 
prottetn. On Ms Anal start taa season, la AAeHa tedsned lour lengths second m Proud 
Sun at Cheftanham and that winner, along with the flwri. General Rusty, gaw the form 
a boost uhm navara so w«fl in the Whobread from out of the handcap. vwth the ffeund 
to suit, he can male a wlnrwig ream Itetabow Caatla ndist be the Attest of these and 
has twice been thad. to Speare Accoran here and to lord Of The west at Ludow, since 
he wren las test two sans a Newton Abbot. He tools to have enougi weight, thoute- Dig 
Of Peace has been dtsappcwrang n bam starts thb term (a hurtle and a chase), so he 
is bast watched men thcugi ha has sipped © a good mark. Andre lanrel, wftner of four 
<d h* sat Irish pons In 1995. won both swtB cwfenca last season. Gifted the Best of 
them at No&mghsrn by the ba-(ence ted of Ffam^r ihoh, he had to pull out al the stops 
to hold Mara at Wiratsa’ and does not look web treated ai ttas test handle^. FtasMtw- 
c—i mums on a good mam compared MAh whan wmnktg on his latast can n Aimree 
In Apnl 1995 and s worth teerang an eye on. Baarawpatee prered constetant lot sea- 
son and has good place prospects, afthoi«n the ran is Mm* to be needed. Ite teredar 
returns bom a )*ar off havaig run just once test season. S rU ecttac IE MEB1E 


0) 


j^^Qj TOJEBmiNC SHOP HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS Q£5j000 

1 263-113 MMDONSIIK(U}(D) (BceRKvCOuWMRpe412 0 

2 404U22 HORSIOCX (ID (CO} (MsM Fartaml R tofts 6 30 10 

3 38501-2 FKAR FRflU FUNHT (12) (Dl(le9EAHajQaclOGBtt(teK5106 B , 

4 312034- VTOOWOF FREEDOH (174) (D) IWJ ftwt tl S Coe BIOS A1 

BEmBfc U-10 HaRtn e SBk. 5J! Pbar Ftaai Fanny. 9-2 Motateok, 6-1 VW« of Fteadom. 
1995: ugnenra Lad 7 11 5 G Unm JU6 0 K»» 6 ran 
FORMGUDE 


I sak went up 136 for hB wins at Chepstow (Free Hanrtcap Hurtle) and War- 
wick leasfly beat the only Other firasner. Kaftan), so ha thw to Crech On at Sandown lost 
time was a gxx3 eftort. it sbl means he has enough w wfft though rext PHAR FROM 
RMNY w« prove tougi m reeapt of 22«B. Toby Beatings runner wound up last season 

wBh an inttressne success from Amaze at Ascot and showed that he would soon be win- 
rang a&n when chasing home Paoencns laahtemate to Mammon SB» on Wa wum at 
Cneps»w. He needed that tun end wffl appreciate the faster pound here. Moretocfi found 
Mouse BM much too pod at Newton Abbot last tvne and probably has enoutfi wetgnt. 
Hthrat^i the fba mat bdtn las wms new been over course and distance on good tetwrid 
s encouagrfig. VWon OF Fre edom needed his first run ba year and that may again 
prow the case, ashougr these commons wft sun. SetocttoK PHAR FROM FUMNV 

loonl EBFWTERSALLS (RELAND) MARE NOVICE CHASE (QUAL- 
IFCl) (CLASS D) £5,300 added 2m Penalty Value £3,457 

OHXC-l SBCOM1CA1L{7)(0) Day) Cap! T Footer 7 114 JtDwmoody 

300-311 BRBevWKM»E(13)(TomSe9iciPfftcnensSU)l2 — - 6ta 

011256- 6UHM(249IMsJM>DaeftNTManwDMs61012 

433366 KXTS PStaeSEp^ iG AWarren Lined) CPWum5 10 17 
P5624P UPTHETQteO OS Wvem Raoigl PsdO) Fans 7 1032. 

-Si 


09 


BEnWtt 64 Sacond CM. 1X8 ftdada, 6-1 tettatwrii Roafc 10-1 Ibre flimataa, 20-1 Up Die 


1995: no emsponang race 

FORMGUDE 

SECOND CALL has Shown supenor form to O ulwda rarer hurttes but she was let down 
by her iumpftg test season when mod over fences. Tim Forster's mare dd complete an 
her final start at Nottmtfiam, going down a length and a half to Andre Lnal (she would 
only hew been ttwd had FUnwy Time not tasen at the last) despite owig ter from fluent- 
Second Can <Sa much beneren her return wnen scoring by 14 lengths from Key To Moy 
ade a Ttweester a week *g>. The race tbo n« take much wWSnj with ThrtOng Iv«e 
neectng the run and Rolfe breaking a blood wsset. but she flntsned with only a wnge er- 
ror arid ewi continue the improvement. Gunda won her first two over hunfies test sea* 
son, here »d a Abnree. era ad prenyweflmheHo«3WParaa*Rnai on heavy gound 
a Newbury when sum id Oxb Ro» under Top wiffn. Sne should win races oer fences. 
Brid apartrRose is me other worm a mention, very ligdfy meed m recent seasons, she 
mbs an encouragng tfwd to Ihe Last Fteig on her reappearance a Bang*- law month end 
unseated early in Mcharado'* Utbwter race last bme. Selection: SECOND CALL 


EE 2 


CHEAT WE5THW NCVKE HURDLE (CLASS C) £5jD00 addad 
2m 6f Penalty Value £3^34 

120011 HUNIOS HDOt (23) >Wry J Dutky.i K Basey 7 11 10 C ODwynr 

02401 W1E1BF0RD (15? (MS Da* ftehwJNGaaeies 5 11 5_—, m ~—Clieweite 
0210- ADWlsnc (23^(14® a Email CPcttSin 4 110 — .M A RfaganM 


(£10005- BLACK SIXIBSNr(247HBfI Mater) A Jana 6 110 . 
Oh CWTM4 INK (677) Ore D&rth)UP*e 6110- 

50UFF-4 MJRNGrOS (25) lh T PSbti) J GftaO 7110 

025253- HBCSOMC (18Q (fate WHWtenR After 8 U0„ 

006 mJASKR(29(NCw^Nl}»tEai4110 

RB) BRONZE (107 RMa C Band 5110- 


JtJohesan 
-ROamnDk 
PH* 


-FHsrfeyB) 


534-« SOUnSHSCAMMlS{3R9UireteFVrtEVHdKBrtp5110 Jt 

0240 Pga iay B?(iatBciggr H crtBPaive«nc)JTiiS:4uo S 

COP-? YOtMG77COM(KZ)(8}(AMDoringcn] AJMfcoiSUO L 

OP* 1RSSSBWEI |15)(CWfatttfidCCUariwt 610S ATbcaun 

-ISdeefwed- 

BEnMG; 94 Kaatns to*. 92 Wbnhrd. 4-1 Optete Jack. 12-1 KUaftae, »1 Atwtatk, 
' .2»4ottM«. 

ia» See Ltoe Bteness 5 11 8 A P McCby 2-5 (P MfihoiU 10 ran 

FORM BUBE 

HUNTERS ROCK, a (hoi bumper wnner on fast greund in Ireland, opened his account 
in ths coraitry wnen stepped up to ihree and a quaner mm al Hereford and anpreseed 
at CheKenham tea time when eeftly Deanng TiMfinS The Ute. Kim Batty’s ninner mist 
cany s double penalty, but he looked a good pimped last time and the sSrJttfy short- 
er irp rtHdd not M a prabtem. Ceptan Jack, a smart staying hravUcapper tor Luca 
Cdmrt m 1994, cost 1OO.OOO0H to jom Martin Pipe and has made n in tne course 
Jus once » far, n« jumping wefl and racing loo freely hi Wnhas at Ascot, finishing 
Oftd Off behrttd lyphantastlc in January 1995. The stable reported m« Cqnsm Jack 
had schooled well recentfy. but is lifaate to need thts run. MBereford won quae a eom- 
petifat race m good styte on ws mum at Kempton. beettea Quaff three lenphs. He 
nay And Hunters Rock too ( 5 »d today out seems sure to win more races, parheuterty 
when sent chasm*. The step up to this distance is very much in MWngtBa'* favour 
and.ne will haw improved for hs fourtn to Rowncraraz here recently, white the Ayr 
bumper winner. Atavtstta. a-Msh Menevenlc and Southsee Ccenriel* are the oth- 
eratonote. Seiectlon: HUNTERS ROCK 
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RUGBY UNION: England’s coach tells Chris Hewett he has a new set of priorities to match the unfamiliar look of 

Rowell worries over southern hemisphere 

th**n -Well I suivl after the ^ 

11^ to be endure^ Urte to •- :V -‘ *71 


M uch lo be endured, little to 
be enjoyed." Jack Rowell 
has always dabbled in the 
classics - fae once baffled the massed 
ranks of the press by quoting Milton 
at them -and those words of Samuel 
Johnson's seem to encapsulate the 
England coach's mood perfectly as 
he broods over exasperating last- 
minute injuries, agonises over errant 
goalkickers and generally frets and 
fumes his way through the build-up 
to this weekend's opening interna- 
tional of the season a gains t Italy. 
That, though, i . Rowel! all oven it 
is almost as if he relaxes by refusing 
himself a moment's relaxation. "He's 


hyperactive.'’ his wife, Sue. says. 
“He'll stay up into the small hours 


thinking something through, then dis- 
appear at the crack of dawn for some 
meeting or other. He thrives on it" 
Rowell may occasionally come 
across as touchy and defensive un- 
der intense questioning - you know 
trouble is brewing when he addr ess- 
es an adversary as “old chap" in a 
tone of voice that suggests ha n gi ng, 


‘I’ve been seriously 
inhibited by players 
being unable to 
train properly’ 


drawing and quartering is the soft- 
est available option. Last season 
was traumatic on the public relations 
fronL Rowell turned on the press 
more than once during a fraught, if 
ultimately successful Five Nations 
campaign. This time, however, he is 
keeping the tin lid on his frustrations. 
Try to direct the conversation towards 
a tender spot and he will say, simply 
and engagingly: “Let's steer clear of 
that one, shall we?” 

Contrary to popular belief, he is 
laving every minute of his associa- 
tion with what amounts to a brand 
new England side; new captain, new 
engine room, new half-tacks, new 
tack line, new broom. It is his side, 
after all built in his own image with 
the raw material of his choice. Win 
or lose on Saturday, he wiD match 
his charges pint for pint deep into the 
night and outlast all but a handful 
of them. “I enjoy success on the field, 
the realisation of something a group 
of talented people have worked in- 
credibly hard to achieve,'’ he said. 

“But I relish the camaraderie, the 
closeness, every bit as much." 

Not that life is without its stress- 



. -uMi 1 said after the Worltf 
then. Well, i ihruueh two 

Cup Ihat ifKG sue- 

: : 

timc V 

^Wlthfaur freshmen in the side t*J 
Saturday. England are taking their 
^fgimb^incc ending :igx- 
boiled squad to Argentina in IW 
£S2as had his eye on ihiee of 
i_ Tim Cnmnson. .‘UlOr 


Simon Shaw - tor swu»w — — 

the fourth. Adcdayo £j| 

forced a place through .shtur . 
of performance on Bath s 
Se&tion has not. however, been a 

straightforward process, as itv-XK 
rifiemg of Jeremy Guscolt indicates 
all too deariy. 


‘Putting together a 
back division has 
been a pretty 
complex business' 


Jack Rowell, the England coach, in pensive mood as he looks to the future and the fast and furious style of New Zealand and South Africa 


Photograph: Peter Jay 


es. “Against Italy, we will have to lace 
up to a degree of ring rustmess," he 
admits, “Iris an inherent danger of 
being inactive for eight months and 
I can’t do a thing about it. To add to 
my problems, I've been seriously in- 
hibited by players being unable to 
train appropriately. Every time we 
hold a squad session, 10 or more turn 
up injured. What do you expect when 
they’re being asked to play two hard 
games a week? 

“We’re still way behind the likes 


of New Zealand and South Africa in 
getting our structures worked out 
We’ve finally got a system in place 
whereby we can identify talent ear- 
ly and bring it through level by lev- 
el, but it took us forever to achieve 
that Quite honestly, our sluggishness 
in that direction has cost us two or 
three years of progress." 

The southern hemisphere preys on 
Rowell's mind, for there lies the ul- 
timate challenge. Eighteen months 
ago he watched Jonah Lomu single- 


handedly destroy an En gland side 
who genuinely considered them- 
selves capable of winning the 1995 
World Cup. During the summ er, he 
flew thousands of miles to watch the 
New Zealanders win the first Tri-Na- 
tions tournament and then beat the 
Springboks in a Test series of stupe- 
fying quality. The purpose? lb build 


the best New Zealand teams ever, 
obviously gifted in all areas and all 
disciplines. They were playing in a 
user-friendly dimate in South Africa 


moved on considerably since beat- 
ing us in Cape Ibwn. They still have 
the power , game - indeed, their 
physical intensity has Increased, with 
the big-hit tackles going in harder 
. than ever before - but their skills 
have been sharpened beyond recog- 
nition. It is almost like a fast and fu- 
rious game of. chess . with the 
southern nations these days, and they 
are throwing our own stop-start 
style into ever sharper relief. 

Ho-hum, not much hope for us. 


since beat- 


01 the All Blacks themselves but of 
the precise method of beating them. 
"They seemed to me to be one of 


don’t have decent playing surfaces 
during the winter months- but they 
had a rare mix in that they were able 
to attack from anywhere and every-, 
where, through the forwards or via 
the half-backs, through midfield or 
through the back three- 1 *' . 

~There is no doubt tbatthey have 


“It wasn't particularly difficult to 
identify the forwards who could do 
the job for us but. with the modem ■ 
game as it is, pulling together the 
tack division has been a pretty com- . 
plex business," Rowell admits, y ■ 
“When players come under pressure 
at international level, they tend to re- * 
vert to the things they sue used to do- * . 
ing. It's a safety-net reaction. 

■‘Fortunately, some of our dub 

sides have changed culture this sea- 
son and, as a result, the players 
should not be totally unfamiliar 
with what we are asking them do to 
in an Englan d shin. But I need some- 
one to run the show on the field and' 
by asking Phil de GlanvilJo to cap* '• 
tain the side, I think wc can took lo - 
go forward in a more dynamic way. - 

“I’m not sure wc will know exactly . 
where wc stand in world terms un- 
til the summer, when we’ve 1u»d a ■ 
chance to digest the lessons of the 
Lions lour of South Africa and our ■ - 
own Test in Australia. It might turn • > 
out that we’ve made Ng strides or we ■ • 
may still be inching our way along 
the road. Whatever the situation, we 
will get there somehow." 


London survive ordeal llish captain out of Test Shaw’s incredible fight 


DAVID LLEWEUYN 


London Counties 
Argentina XV 


The off-field argy-bargy be- 
tween the senior clubs and 
Twickenham had threatened to 
leave the English game with egg 
on its face, especially after the 
majority of the Fast and Second 
Division clubs refused to release 
their players for matches be- 
tween the various divisions and 
the plethora of touring sides. 

At Twickenham yesterday, 
facing the mighty scrummaging 
machine of the Argentinians, 
even the coaches had pulled out. 
although forward specialist Phil 
Kcith-Roach did lend technical 
support That lumbered Simon 
Dear, the former Rosslyn Park 
and England A lock, with the job 
of reaching o Wls and pieces side 
from Third and Fourth Division 
duhs; there was even a Division 
Seven man (former Harlequin 
Nick KDIick). 


Last Friday the squad was 
picked. Sunday saw their first 
training session from which the 
team was picked. On Tuesday an- 
other hour or so including 20 min- 
utes on the scram machine for the 
forwards and finally a further 
scrum practice in the hotel car 
park yesterday morning. Hardly 
ideal preparation, and without the 
established stars who generally 
make up the Loudon Division it 
was not exactly a crowd-puller. 

They could have squeezed 
another 73,000 into the ground. 
But the 1,000 or so who did go 
saw a spirited performance, 
which lasted for three-quarters 
of an hour, in than time London 
even had the effrontery to take 
the lead when full-back Hamish 
Rushin steamed over after 
Andy Pinnock came in off his 
right wing to create an extra 
man. Stand-off Craig Raymond 
then added the conversion. 

The Argentinians, still possi- 
bly jet-lagged, were not really 
tested outride and ran in a to- 
tal of eight tries, indudmg a hat- 


trick for the No 8 Pablo Bouza. 
But the expected capitulation up 
front did not take place. Ably 
captained by the former London 
Welsh prop Julian Davies, Lon- 
don managed to hold their own. 

They certainly earned the JESJO 
per man from the RFU - the 
same money the big names would 
have received -the hard way. The 
problem is they now have to re- 
peat the performance, this time 
on Saturday as a curtain-raiser to 
England against Italy. 
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An ankle injury has forced the 
captain and scrum-half. NIall 
Hogan, out of the Ireland team 
for Saturday’s lest against Aus- 
tralia at Lansdowne Road. 

Hogan, who sustained the in- 
jury in last week's match against 
Western Samoa, is replaced by 
Ganyowen’s Steve Mclvor, a 
new cap, while the booker, Kei- 
th Wood of Harlequins, be- 
comes captain. Waod, playing his 
first foil international since he in- 
jured a shoulder in the World 
Cup against Japan in Bloem- 
fontein last year, led Ireland A 
to their win over South Africa A 
in Dotmybrook last week. 

Australia have made four 
changes and too positional snitch- 
es to the team that plays Ireland 
chi Saturday from the side which 
defeated Scotland at Murrayfidd. 

Jason Little, recovered from in- 
jury, comes in at right wing with 
Tim Horan moving to centre 
while Pat Howard is omitted 
and George Gregan takes over 
at scrum-half from Sam Payne. 

In file pack Dan Crowley re- 
places the injured Richard Harry 


at loose-head, and Daniel Manu 
moves from No 8 to blind-side 

flflnlrw-TP plaring Owen Ftnp gan 

Michael Bnal comes in at No 8. 

Ben Clarke’s chances of play- 
ing in Saturday's Tfest against Italy 
at Twickenham improved when 
be was aHe to train with the Eng- 
land party yesterday. The Rich- 
mond player had been such a 
doubt with a dead leg that the se- 
lectors bad called up the Bristol 
captain, Martin Cony, as a back- 
row reinforcement on Thesday. 

Moseley have withdrawn four 
players from the Midlands 
squad for Sunday’s game against 
Queensland at Stourbridge. 
Moseley agreed to release the 
props Nathan Webber and Stu- 
art McKinnon, plus the centre 
Dan Hams and hooker Dean 
Ball. But they changed their 
mind after a request from the 
English Professional Rugby 
Union Qubs, who are in dispute 
with the Rugby Football Union. 
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Lorna Angles, the Bristol Roy- 
al Infirmary piysio therapist, wiD 
never forget the sight that greet- 
ed her when riienSied to attend 
Simon Shaw after he was injured 
last November against the tour- 
ing South Africans, Transvaal at 
the Memorial Ground. 

England’s brightest young 
second-row prospect lay scream- 
ing in agony, his left ankle hor- 
ribfy disfigured, while distraught 
Bristol team-mates stood around 
him shocked, stunned and sfient 
Only weeks after recovering 
from a serious knee injury which 
had wrecked his Work! Cop 
chances, he was again beading 
straight to an operating theatre.' 

But this weekend, exactly 
one year and one day later, Si- 
mon Shaw wffl pity for England 

m a Test match at Twickenham. 

His recovery has amazed, if not 
defied, expert medical opinion al- 
though [Angles, Who has worked 
for Bristol nigbjt dub. for five 


years, never doubted his fighting 
spirit would defy the odds. 

*Tt^ was a distrusting incident," 
she said. “I can’t remember if 
there was a rude or a maul but 
my eyes were trained ot the play- 
ers and Simon just didn’t get up. 
When I reached him, I thought 
his boot had come off, then re- 
alised it was where his ankle tad 
dislocated and everything was 
faring in the wrong direction." 

Doctors at nearby South- 
mead Hospital stabilised Shaw 
overnight, before the or- 
thopaedic surgeon, Gordon 
Bannister, operated the fol- 
lowing morning to repair a 
doable dislocation, fractured 
shin and ligament damage. 

“I knew Simon would have a 
a fight on his hands to get folly 
fit again, but I also knew, having 
seen him recover from his knee 
injury, that he would be up to it," 
Angles said. “He’s got such a big 
heart, and it didn’t matter what 
other people were thinking be- 
cause he saw no reason why he 
shouldn't play rugby a gain 


“When someone has suf- ■ ■ 
fered a setback like that, it is all 
about mental attitude, the de- ■ 
sire to get fit and the total com- . 
mitment which it requires. ^ 
“During the weeks and • 
months of his rccovciy process, g 
Simon didn't complain about 
anything. He followed every 
medical instruction to the let- ’ ' 
ter, but also had an advantage ' - 
because he is such a fit athlete." -• * 
The plaster came off shortly ' ••• • 
after Christmas, then it was into ' 
the swimming pool and gym- : • 
nasi urn, before a remarkably * • ' 
swift return 10 first-team action: ; • 
at West Hartlepool on 5 May.- 
Now, aged 23, the 6 ft 9in gcn-> j 
tie giant is ready to show Eng- : 
land exactly what injury haS ' - - 
deprived them of, with Angles- :c- r 
among his many well-wishers. . 

“I can enjoy a rare Saturday off -■ - S 
from rugby because Bristol aren't • 
playing, so I won’t be at Bvick- ^ ■ 
enfiam,” she said. “But I am so ■ 
chuffed for Simon, he has worked . 
so very hard lo get what he ba$$£c 
always wanted: an England cap * " * 
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, Lomu 
primed 
to fight 
for place 

Rugby Union 

CHRIS HEWETT ' 

New. Zealand’s ntgfry players 
used up so much emotional en- 
ergy last summer in scaling the 

one great sporting peak left for 
to conquer - a series vic- 
jiy in South Africa - that 
|« Jiieir arrival in London yester- 
JjfJay should have been a gentle. 

low-key affair. Some hope, 
w - While Sean Fitzpatrick’s lat- 
. est band of mean-eyed adven- 
turers were in wisecracking 
. mood, the captain himself was 
J" characteristically single-mind- 
ed as he summed up his party’s 
, ambitions. “It’s been a long sea- 
son and a very exciting one for 
all of us," said the record-break- 
ing Auckland hooker. “But we 
haven’t come all this way to let 
ouisehes down in the last two 
games of the year, that’s for 
sure." 

By way of underlining that 
these All Blacks, thinly dis- 
guised as the New Zealand Bar- 
barians, intend to avenge their 
1993 Twickenham defeat when 
they resume hostilities with 
England on Saturday week, the 
management made it clear that 
the human mountain range 
known as Jonah Lomu would 
have to fight for his place. 

According to John Hart, the 
All Black coach who is also in 
d large of the Barbarians party, 
I jarnu would not rate a place in 
full New Zealand Test side 
.it present Glen Osborne, who 
7-son this tour, and Jeff Wilson, 
fjZk thome to re-charging his bat- 
teries, are the main men and, 
junt to complicate matters, 
me fry rugby watchers back 
hoche believe that Lomu has 
novl been surpassed by the Fi- 
jiam Jodi Vidiri, who qualifies 
as a! Kiwi in 1998. 

“ilf anyone had told me back 
in jjune that we would win a se- 
ries! on Springbok soil without 


Jorsah. Td have laughed in their 
facta" admitted HarL “But Jon- 
ahts knee and shoulder prob- 
lerrns opened the door for Glen 
anjl he turned in some fantas- 
ihy performances when they 
w^ere needed. 1 think Jonah is 
f belter person for his set- 
backs, though, and I expect 
him to come back stronger 
than ever." 

Lomu himse lf is desperate to 
play at Twickenham. “Of course 
I want to play." he said “I’ve set 
myself the goal of winning back 
my Test place and when you 
want something so badly, you’ll 
do almost anything to get it." 

If all that was less than reas- 
oning from the English point of 
new. Hart was making no ex- 
•Aises- “How we see the game 
-it Twickenham and how Eng- 
indsee it may be two different 
rings. From our perspective, it 
T not a Test match but a game 
be played in the Barbarian 
Edition: quite honesily, we’ve 
ad a hard season and are in no 
i5i t ion to play a one-off Test 
. this stage. But in saying that, 
p could not contemplate fac- 
i : England with a team com- 
i.’telv lacking in experience." 
(With fledgling superstars 
ich as Vidiri and the two out- 
anding Auckland talents, the 
dtside-half Carlos Spencer 
id wing-forward Andrew 
ewers, also on the trip, Eng- 
id will know they have been 
|a Test even if the tourists beg 
differ. 


Clark denies 
Forest team 
is for sale 


Football 


The Nottingham Forest man , 
ager, Frank Dark, has dis- 
missed reports that he has been 
told by the dab's board of di- 
rectors to put his entire first 
team squad up for sale. 

It was claimed that Clark had 
been ordered to off-load his 
players because Forest’s sub- 
stantial debts were putting off 
prospective buyers interested in 
taking over at the Gty Ground. 

But dark insisted: “It's rub- 
bish. To say that IYe been mak- 
ing calls to managers telling 
them ail my players are available 
for sale is just not true. What is 
true is that I have been in touch 
with one dub to try and get a 
deal over one player going but 
that never got off the ground." 

Striker Brian Roy is believed 
to the only player Clark would 
be willing to off-load but there 
has been little sign of any move- 
ment for the Dutchman. 

The Forest board will meet 
i in the near future to meet rep- 
resentatives of the three bidders 
still in contention to take over 
at the City Ground. 

They are understood to be a 
consortium led by Lawrie 
Lewis, an Indonesian business- 
man and a group of focal busi- 
nessmen. After meeting the 
three parties, the directors wfll 
then call an extraordinary gen- 
eral meeting at which the dub’s 
209 shareholders will decide 
who are to become the new 
owners at Forest. 

Gark will be hoping that 
everything is decided sooner 
rather than later as he is des- 
perate for funds to try to 
strengthen bottom-placed For- 
est. who have not won since the 
opening day of the season. 

But at least he has the con- 
solation of having his current 
squad bade to almost full fitness. 
Stuart Pearce and Kevin Camp- 
bell have suffered no reaction 
after coming through Mon- 
day's defeat at Sheffield 
Wednesday after injury lay- 
offs. Chris Bart-Williams could 
also be in contention to return 
after a three-match absence 
with a thigh problem against 
Blackburn next Monday. 

The Portsmouth manager, 
Terry Fenwick, is hoping that the 
appointment of Teny Venables 


as the new coach of the Aus- 
tralian national team can bring 
his dub an influx of fresh play- 
ing talent. 

Venables, who has also be- 
come chairman at Fratton Park 
in succession to his old friend 
and former chairman at 
Queen's Park Rangers Tim Gre- 
gory, is confident that he can 
handle the demanding dual role 
of helping the “Socceroos" to 
the 1998 World Cup finals and 
heading the First Division dub. 

Fenwick said: “Tfeny has got 
to make a living after aU and 
Portsmouth aren't in a position 
to pay him a salary. He is very 
keen for the people of 
Portsmouth to know that his in- 
volvement with the dub isn’t 
some fly-by-night thing. He 
wants to work with the dub for 
a long time to come. 

“Being chairman of 
Portsmouth and manager of the 
Austra lian side allows him to 
have the best of both worlds. In 
many ways this might even help 
Pompey. You never know, we 
might end up with a few Aussie 
players on our books if Terry 
thinks they are right for us." 

VfenaNes stfll has an option to 
buy the entire Fratton Park dub 
for just one pound in a deal 
agreed with Martin Gregory 
when he was appointed as di- 
rector of football earlier this year. 

Disgruntled Brighton fans 
are stepping up the pressure on 
the Football Association to 
help resolve the Third Division 
club's problems. 

They are planning a march in 
London before the match at 
Fulham on 30 November and 
yesterday appealed for “all true 
football followers" to join them. 
A petition will be handed into 
the FA during the march, which 
will end in Hyde Park. 

In the last home game 
against Mansfield around 2,000 
supporters responded to a call 
to boycott the fixture and 
Brighton supporters groups 
have pledged to maintain the 
campaign until the chairman. 
Bill Archer, and the chief ex- 
ecutive, David Bellotti. resign. 

Dick Knight, leader of the 
consortium attempting to take 
over the Third Division’s bot- 
tom dub, has warned that they 
will not survive beyond the end 
of the season if Archer re- 
mains in charge. 



Charles Barkley, of the Houston Rockets, rises above the challenge of Minnesota Timberwolves’ Tom Gugliotta 
I in the National Basketball Association game on Tuesday. Houston won 122-93 Photograph: Reuter j 

Portuguese officials imprisoned 


A former Portuguese referee 
and the chairman of a First Di- 
vision dub were sentenced to 
prison yesterday for bribery. 

Referee Jose Guimaro, who 
told journalists he would appeal, 
was given IS months after be- 
ing convicted by a court in the 
northern dty of Matosinhos of 
accepting money to influence 
the outcome of matches. 

The current chairman of the 
Le$a dub. Manuel Lopes Ro- 
drigues, was sentenced to one 
year in prison, while two other 
men were given sentences of 


eight months. All four denied 
the charges which stemmed 
from a 1993 investigation into 
match- rigging. 

Guimaro, 41, was arrested in 
June 1994 after months of in- 
vestigations in which police 
searched the homes of several 
referees and club directors. 

The case came to be known as 
the “case of the 500000" after po- 
lice found photocopies of a 
cheque for half a million escud- 
os (£2,000) in Guimaro’s house. 
The prosectlon charged that the 
money was part of a two million 


escudo (£8,000) payment by 
LqpesRodrijguestoGuimaFoto 
favour Lega. who at the time 
were a Second Division chib. 

The court case came at a del- 
icate time for Portuguese foot- 
ball, which has been shaken by 
a series of allegations of bribery 
and attempts to influence ref- 
erees. Uefa, European football's 
governing body, is to probe al- 
legations that the Portuguese 
champions, Porto, sought to 
bribe a referee 12 years ago be- 
fore a European Cup-Winners' 
Cup match with Aberdeen. 


Both Porto and the Roman- 
ian referee who took charge of 
the game in 1984 have denied the 
accusations but Uefa decided to 
investigate given the seriousness 
of the allegations made by a Por- 
tuguese businessman, who says 
he acted as go-between. 

Porto are also at the centre of 
another controversy over a hol- 
iday in Brazil for referee Carlos 
Calheiros in the summer of 
1995. The chib has officially ad- 
mitted that it picked up the bQ] 
for the holiday but says it (fid so 
without realising who it was for. 


Injury to keep De Boer out until new year 


The Ajax defender Frank de 
Boer will be out of the game 
until the New Year after dam- 
aging his left ankle in training 
on Tuesday. 

De Boer, who missed last 
right’s European Champions* 
League home tie with Auxerre, 
will miss the match against 
Grasshopper Zurich on 4 De- 
cember as well as the Nether- 


lands’ World Cup qualifier in 
Belgium on 14 December. 

Germany's most-capped in- 
ternational, Lothar Matthaus, 
and the national coach. Berti 
Vogts, have ended their long- 
running feud after a “peace 
summit" in Boon yesterday. 

Matthaus. 35, refused to hide 
his disappointment at being 
left out of his country’s 


triumphant Euro 96 squad, a re- 
action which upset Vogts. 

“There have been irritations 
but they should not and wfll not 
come up again," the DFB pres- 
ident. Egidius Braun, said in a 
statement. “This frank discus- 
sion will close this chapter.” 

Matthaus earned the last of 
his 122 caps in December 1994, 
shortly before he ruptured an 


Achilles tendon and had to 
take almost a year off. 

It is unlikely the Bayern Mu- 
nich captain will return to the na- 
tional side, where Borussia 
Dortmund's Matthias Sammer 
has filled the libero role. But the 
meeting improves the chances 
for a testimonial match, which 
seemed in doubt whfle Matthaus 
was at odds with \bgts. 


Muller holds few hopes for Metz in Newcastle 


Sylviane Pierron leaned across 
the bar of Le Barca, the 
brasserie built into the main 
stand of the Slade Saint- 
Sympborien. “If we win in New- 
castle," she said, “maybe we will 
change our name. 'The Magpie' 
perhaps." 

The Magpies having flown 
from the home nest of FC Metz 
with a 1-1 draw from the first leg 
of their Uefa Cup third round 
tie. the feeling left behind in the 
regional capital of Lorraine was 
that Kevin Keegan and his New- 
castle United team bad all but 
snatched a quarter-final place. 

“We only have a 10 per cent 
chance," Joel Muller, the Metz 


coach, said. “1 don't think it is 
possible for us to win in New- 
castle. but we hope, we dream." 

Mrae Pierron was not dream- 
ing when she told how Metz 
overcame even greater odds, 
and the mighty Barcelona after 
losing 4-2 in the Saint- 
Symphorien. Their 4-1 victory 
in the Nou Camp stands in the 
record books. 

“The French television sta- 
tions (fid not even bother going 
to Spain," Mme Pierron recalled 
of thal Cup- Winners' Cup lie in 
1984. “Everyone said Metz had 
no chance but this brasserie was 
named to remind the world that 
we did it" 


The French are not expecting a Uefa 
Cup comeback. Simon Turnbull reports 


St James' Park may not be 
quite so intimidating as the 
Nou Camp but Newcastle have 
only once failed to beat a Con- 
tinental side there in a Euro- 
pean tie. That, ironically, was in 
1977, when Bastia recorded 
the mast recent two-legged suc- 
cess by a French club against 
English opponents. 

Keegan, before heading 
home, pointed to more recent 
history in an effort to discour- 
age too much pre-hatched 
chicken counting on Tyneside. 


“Metz won 3-2 in Auxerre only 
the week before last," the New- 
castle manager said. “They are 
a very good away team. This tie 
is still wide open.” 

It could yet be turned against 
Newcastle by Robert Fires, the 
rising young star of French 
football who is keen to join the 
growing Gallic contingent in 
England's Premiership and wiB 
see his trip to Tyneside as an op- 
portunity to place himself in the 
shop window. It is understood 
that the roving forward has al- 


ready been offered to Newcas- 
tle, who - with their embar- 
rassment of attacking riches - 
apparently failed to show 
interest. 

Muller may well be forced to 
lose his most saleable asset 
when Metz depart from the 
Uefa Cup, but in the early 
hours yesterday he was more 
concerned with the task con- 
fronting his team in the return 
leg on 3 December. 

“I was surprised by the 
strength of Newcastle’s de- 
fence,” he admitted. “But with 
Shearer they are another team 
again. They have even more 
possibilities." 


The second leg will be 
match number four on Alan 
Shearer's comeback schedule, 
assuming he returns to action 
at Stamford Bridge on Sat- 
urday. And Muller had no 
need to consult the record 
books to recall that the £15m 
man’s first goal in interna- 
tional football was scored, on 
his England debut four years 
ago, at the expense of France. 

Perhaps it is just as well that 
the Metz coach played for 
Dunkirk in his younger days. His 
ade will need a French variation 
of the DunJtiik spirit in the Thon 
Army’s fortress on Tuesday 
week. 


Maradona 
relieved 
by court 
success 


Fallen idol Diego Maradona, 
saddled with a paternity suit and 
depressed by the jaflmg of his 
manager, bad some good news 
ear lier this week when a judge 
dismissed allegations of a 
switched doping test. 

Federal judge Carlos Branca 
ruled there was insufficient ev- 
idence to try Maradona for al- 
legedly switching urine samples 
with another player who tested 
positive after a match for Boca 
Juniors last season. 

When he testified before the 
judge last month, Maradona 
admitted to taking cocaine but 
denied having switched samples. 

The 36-year-old has been 
traumatised by the imprison- 
ment of his manager and dose 
friend Guillermo Coppola on 
cocaine-dealing charges, which 
could land him a jail term of up 
to 20 years. 

Police found a pound (400 
grams) of cocaine in a Sower 
vase at Coppola's home three 
weeks ago. Coppola insists the 
drugs were planted. 

The hero of Argentina's 1986 
World Cup victory, twice 
banned from the sport for drug^, 
has said this latest in a long se- 
ries of scandals has sapped what 
strength was left in him. 

“They have beaten me. It’s 
hard to accept because I’ve 
been a fighter all my life, but 
that’s it I’ve taken off my gloves. 
I’ve no more strength to fight," 
Maradona said recently. 

A 20-year-old woman iden- 
tified only as Valeria launched 
a paternity suit earlier this 
month against Maradona, who 
is married with two daughters. 

Her lawyers expect the court 
to order genetic tests within a 
few days which they say will 
prove Maradona is the father of 
the seven-month-old girl. 

Maradona lost a paternity suit 
four years ago when a judge 
ruled he was the father of a boy 
in Naples, where he played for 
Napoli in the 1980s. He refused 
to submit to genetic tests in that 
case, but his lawyers have not 
commented on the latest suit. 

He also threatens to quit 
professional football He has not 
played in a game for three 
months but trained with his 
Boca Juniors chib on Tuesday. 

Maradona showed up to prac- 
tise for about half an hour in 
what he described as a show of 
solidarity with his coach, Carlos 
Bflardo, Coppola and bis fans. 

“I didn’t oome thinking about 
playing again but rather for 
Carlos, I came for Guillermo, 
I came for the Boca boys and 
for all the people who love me.” 

In the afternoon, he ap- 
peared to leave bis troubles be- 
hind by appearing on a 
television programme with his 
wife and dancing, ironically, to 
the Elvis tune “Jaflhouse Rode”. 

The Spanish First Division 
club Valencia is seeking the re- 
turn of Brazilian striker Ro- 
mano to play for the side and 
Johan Cniyff as coach to replace 
Luis Aragon es. 

“Cruyff is being sought," 
spokesman Manuel Mas said. 
“Whether Romano returns 
would depend on the new 
coach, but it’s being discussed." 

Valencia accepted the resig- 
nation of Aragones within 
hours of the side defeating the 
Turkish side Besiktas 3-1 in 
the Uefa Cup on Tuesday. 


trundle crashes on trial run 


laying 


artin Brundle. the Formula 
,ie veteran, crashed out dur- 
g a preview run for the Nel- 
ork Q.’RAC Raljy yesterday 
Brundle, preparing for his cal- 
4ebut this weekend, was on 
I omnaissance drive of one of 
(Welsh stages when he slid off 
-,cy track and down a bank. 


The Ford Escort car - not the 
one Brundle will use in the 
three-day event which starts 
on Saturday - was damaged, 
forcing him and his co- driver 
Roger Freeman to continue in 
a different car. 

“It’s no big deal," said the 38- 
year-old after the accident on 
the “recce" for the 9.14-miJe 
stage at Gartheiniog. 


FOOTBALL RESULTS 


tsterday 

STPONED HATCHES 

nONVVUH! FOOTBALL LEAGUE First U- 

orr Stake V WoUtflOTpion. 

MARTENS LEAGUE Premier DMskxc &*• 
* Town v Nuneaton. 

SOND LEAGUE Premier DMrioK AKre- 
Town w FricWey. 

WINS LEAGUE Premier DMsion: Leeds 
Tic. First MvMon: Asian Vila « Lecas- 
MH T1 County i Maldlcstenugh: Port Vate 
ertry- Second DMsion: Granary v l¥rra- 
, MartsfeU v Maneheaer Oly: Bradford 
»ri«. 

vj INSURANCE COMBINATION Leas* 
Portsmouth * Bournemouth. 

OUIH CUP Brat leunC Wetag UM v 
nTWnpton Wanderer*. 

•day's results 

. cur Trild found fhtt Jeff FC Mee 1 
a 67) Newcastle llBeamswy pen 31*: 
30 (Frt 3 (Andettftfi fcpe» TO. 
CU TGl Hamburg 0: CJuS Bruges 

Schafca (Cert 1 (BueSMTO 50): Hejs- 
j (Swe) 0 ****** (Ben 0; In- 
into (W 5 iSfaW 6, S7. Anfjwna U 
-a Gant 73 . 651 Baateia iPort 1 Usn- 
i. Valencia iSp* 3 (Vtoouc 17. Gun 
c 23. Fffiwa 82 j Bedktas {Tun 1 
-cAi 33* Tenerife ISpi 0 R-yenoort 0 


4 Mace vSwr uin. soewm ww™. 
«n 0 t 2 firentfod 

pTButy; Wrexham v RoOwtum: ft** 


v WrisaU. KH DMrioo: Cause 3 Camtn& 
0-. CoUnster 1 ScunttKm 1; Dartngun 0 
Exeter 1: Doncaster 1 Northampton 2; Ful- 
ham 2 BametO: Hereford 1 Lincoln 1; 
Swansea 1 Bngpran 0. PoMponod: Leyton 
OnerevWigar Mansfield v Ouster FtocMrie 
v Sevtoareutfi; Hantepool v Cardiff. 

BELL'S SCOTTISH LEAGUE Rrat DMMok 
P art** 0 St Johnstone <1. M pw ri: East 
Rfe v Greenock Morton rrearrangerf/br Tues 
26 Now). CM VaAbal Con fe ren ce Spald- 
Ing Challenge Cap: B re ms g owe 3 Homrecfi 
li3«i; KeoenriK 0 FambciDugi 2: Rushden 
1 Stmenaee 0. Postpone* Wolw« v «*n& 
ICtS LEAGUE Premier DtriMofE Starnes 0 
Enfield 2. Second OMsktrc Wav 0 Wemb- 
ley 4, Quanta) Insurance Cup second 
uiv mk Bedford Town 1 Cherts# Tonn 0. 
UNBOMD LEAGUE League Cup second 
mme Banner snip 1 ftidcMto Boreu^i 5; 
Bom Atol Gretna 0: Hwon 2 wanrigui 
0; Spennymoor v Harrogate Town. 

DR MARTENS LEAGUE Premier Okrtstarc 
Cfieftnsfonf 0 King's Lynn 2. Southern Di- 
vision: Buckingham Tonn 3 Emh and 
Belvedere 0. 

HARP NOTONAL LEAGUE Shield FJnaeGlI- 
uay Urd 2 Lmecc* FC 0 (after aara timei. 
uHisrorrr united countes league 

Premier DMsion; Boston 5 Matters Stack 
store 4; EvrasDor', 1 Codmtae 2: Newport 
Pagpci 0 Raton £ St Neob 2 N Spencer 2: 
Stotfrid 4 Kcmpsun t Wefbn0x»outfi 0 
Spatting! 

SCROW1X DIRECT LEAGUE Premier DM- 
riarc Barnstaple Town 1 Tomnglon z 
NORTH WEST COUNTIES LEAGUE First Di- 
vision: TrafTbrd 3 OosEQp North End 0, 
JEWSON EASTERN LEAGUE Premier 
!*■«•«: Sddbwv Wanderers 1 Harwich A 
Paiwsmn 3; wastws a mwi loan Utd 0; 
Wagon 0 Wsheeh Tom O (abandoned!. 


White Sox 
sign Belle for 
a cool $50m 


The Chicago White Sox have 
made Albert Belle the game’s 
highest-paid player, signing him 
to a five-year contract estimat- 
ed to be worth more than S50m 
(£30m). 

Belle, who led the majors 
with 98 home runs for the last 
two seasons, has signed a a five- 
year contract with a one-year 
option. 

The signing is a surprise 
since it was believed the Flori- 
da Marlins had the best chance 
to lure Belle away from the 
Cleveland Indians. The Marlins 
offered Belie a four-year con- 
tract, worth S38m. 

The White Sox owner and 
chairman, Jerry Rcinsdorf, sakk 
“Money wasn't what it was all | 
about, although this contract 
makes him the highest-paid 
player in baseball. He signed 
with us because he likes play- 
ing in Chicago and barfing be- 
hind Frank Thomas.” 

Belle said: “It was important 
for me to stay in the American 
League. I like the way the or- 
ganisation is emphasising a 
championship. Frank Thomas is 
a good friend of mine and I 
know he bad some influence m 
getting me over here." 

Belle last week rejected the 
Indians' five-year offer, worth 
S40 hl 


Basketball 

Hakeem Olajuwon. the Houston Rock- 
ets AJI Star centre, was taken to a hos- 
prtal with an irregjlar heartbeat at 
half-time of the home game against (he 
Minnesota Timberwohes on Tuesday. He 
had complained of *a little jumptness 
in his chest". 

NBA: Toronto 93 Seattle 106; Oevctand 73 At- 
lanta 63; New Yoix 92 Orlando 08: Houston 
122 Minnesota 93: Utaautee 100 Dabs 97: 
Denier 86 Murm 104: Gotten Stale 109 Los 
Angstes Lasers 112. 

Boxing 

Johnny Nelson and Ryan Rhodes, two 
Sheffield boners, will both challenge for 
Brtttsh tWes on the same UB at the oty’s 
Ponds Forge leisure Centre on 14 De- 
cember. Nelson will t&iT the Hackney 
veteran Dennis Andnes for the vacant 
cmiserweigit title write Rhodes, 20 yes- 
terday, becomes the youngest-ever 
challenger for a domestic belt when he 
meets Paul ‘Silky" Jones, another 
Sheffield fighter, for the iight-nwkae- 
we^n title. 

Cycling 

GHENT SIX-IMY RACE (Qhant, Bat) Lsadlag 
puaU om a Iter first day; 1 B ftsi and K 
Betschart fStw) U5pcs 2 a kappa and C Wo* 
(Gen 76: 3 S Maruneao and M vea nil 73: 4 
M GOTore tAici and i P 3um tDeni BA. BE 
De WWn (Bril aid A BaO (M 62; G J Vhm. 
tr> and J Madsen iDeni 71. 

Football 

The Sctttosh League yesterday backed 
referee Bobby Tait for allowing Tuesday's 
first Divsion math between Parties Thts- 
fe and St Johnstone to take place. 
Partckwereleftwlhoutfouroftherfist- 
team squad and SainB were misseig two 
because Ihe atnxsous weather prevailed 
them reaching Firhit fteik in time for the 
match, whcii St Johnstone won 4-0. The 
League's secretary, Peter Donald, said: 
"The referee had no choice but to put 
the |pme on as both sides coutt field 
teams made up of registered players.’ 
Cyprus have changed the date of their 
Worid Cup qualifier against Bulgaria to 
Saturday 14 December from SuWay 15 
December, which would nave clashed 
with Cyprtat etecpons. 

TRANSFBtS: M*k RoMns (ftmuanJI Lanes- 
w Gey ns PS Copenhagen Qoan Mended tor 
further two weeks): G e kwuwl Drondagac 
tber [defended SK 0rann (Non to Aberdeen 
(trull. 


FA CUP: Matches scheduled for 5*y Sports 
he coverage: TIM 26 Nom Rret-roond re- 
piay: Wtoi v VWang (7,451. Rt 6 Dec Sec- 
ond round: Pynwtti v Exeter (7.451. Set 7 
Doe Second round: Carttff vGfflnUon (6£). 

Hockey 

Rob Hit, Great Brush's reading gjateoor- 
er m the Barcelona Olympics, yester- 
day returned to snugging Havant and 
w* play hrs first game against Old 
Lou^nonJans on Sunday week. He has 
been out of senior hocKey for the past 
three years, playing for Yeovil and 
Sherborne. 

Ice hockey 

EUROPEAN LEAGUE (Ttowtaqfc Manchester 
Storm 0 LufeO (Swe) U. 


to 4 Buffalo 3: Wosrington 2 Boston 2 Ml; 
Edmonton 4 Cricasi 4 (00: Vancouver 2 
Dates 0. 

Motor racing 

The 1994 champion, Gabriefe Taiqul- 
ni. Is to return to the British Ibunrc Car 
Champions*# next year at the wheel 
of a Honda Accord. The 34-year-oidlbr- 
qiarv. a veteran of 37 Grands Prtx, has 
signed a mo-year deal with Team Hon- 
da Sport to partner James Thompson. 
The Championship will feature 24 
rounds at 12 meeting next year. 

Real tennis 

BRITISH LAND BRITISH OPEN {Qu awl's 
dab, London) StatfM first roust: N Pen- 
HA Lyons 3-6 5-65-3 6-16- l;JH(rir- 

efl 01 H Latnam 6-3 4* ft-J 6-1: P Brate bt 
M Homd 6-46-5 8-5; K Sheldon bt R Defy 
6-0 6-2 6-0; B McFartane « M Coriittn 6- 
4 6-26-1: JMateHSVWsjre 6^6-16-1; 
D Jones K M Eade 6-3 6-4 6-4; PTSJey M 
RJBiVB 6-28-1 6-L Second roust R Gunn 
tR J Hood 6-4 6-5 2-S 6-5: F FSppe# bt P 
Brake 6-4 6-6 6-5; C Braw bt B McFartane 
6-2 6-1 6-2; M Hsgpei H 0 Jones 6-11-6 
6-3 6-3. 

Rngby League 

The Super league side Oldham Bears 
haw fottwed up their capture of the 
Australian centre Nathan Toner with the 
s@wtg of the prop Brett Gotdspink tan 
Fterth Western Reds. 

Rugby Union 

COUNISS OF ORION SERES (MdWft- 
taa* landon Counties 20 AfgHttna XV 63. 


REPRESENTATIVE MATCH (DoMjfcronk, 
DUritr): Lanstor Undar 21 29 New Zuaid Un- 

der- 21 3. 

TUESDAY'S LATE RESULT: Ool> nratoh: 
Gtouwaw 33 RAF 7 . 

Sailing 

A latB scramble in Wo de Janeiro saw 
Boris Webber’s Courtaulds in safe re- 
ceipt of a new pole end a repaired spin- 
naker In tune for yesterday's start of the 
second leg of the BT Challenge to 
WeKngfon. 77ie 14 yachts were led away 
In very figit winds and misty rain by Chris 
Tibbs In Concert taltawed by Richard 
Menwreather in Commercial union, Si- 
mon VlMerfolbshtB and current leader 
Mike Gokftng m Group 4. 

Although two days behind schedule to 
break the record of 109 days, the lee d- 
mg yachs m the VendSe Globe ringfe- 
handed round the woifd race were 
yesterday making good time into the 
southern Atlantic, ted by Yves Pariier, 
who is 79 mites ahead of Isabelle 
Autissier. with Chrtstophe Align anoth- 
er five mrtes astern. Outer Munduteguy 
is expected to return to Les Sables 
dtSoftna with severe deck probtems. 
After suffering damage during the high 
winds in the North Sea at (he begn- 
ntngofthe month, Lawrie Smith's two 
devefopmert yachts for next year’s Whit- 
bread race were forced to run for cov- 
er in northern Spam yesterday wWe on 
their way id the winter training camp 
in Viamoura, Portu&L EF Education 
went trrto Oorufta, fotomd by Smsh tak- 
ing EF Language into Bilbao, with as- 
sistance from the Spanish Sea Rescue 
Association, as westerly winds reched 
60 knots. 

Snooker 

UKauanONSlflP pMtH4 Swend raun± 
A Raridow (CanltJf S Las (Eng) 9-6; TMw- 
phy(N M) btM Pnce (Eng) SMS N Bond (Eng) 
et jareHEng»frft JKCSre fScO MM Can*, 
bed (Seri) 9-5: B Snadttn (Safi btR larder 
9-7; S Bendy (Sort bt R turn (Big) 

1 Johnson (EneJ (AT HcfK (Thai) 96; P 
Manor (Engl bt J Mown (IhaO 9-5. 

Spovta books 

Donald McRae’s "Dark Trade: tost in 
Baring* was yesterday named WHam 
WnSportsBookofthe'fear. McRae, a 
35-year-oM -South African who once 
taught Engish tn Sovreto before mov- 
ing to London 12 years ago, won 


£5,000. One of the judges, the broad- 
caster and author Frances Edmonds, 
said: "TWs book shews ail the mage and 
mfewy of taw®, the drama and the ded- 
ication, and the inevitBbfe despair of the 
modern-day gjadiatore.’ 

Squash 

The British pair, Chris Walker and Fte- 
terNcoL baft beat Ausoafian opponents 
yesserdi* to reach the semWinate of die 
men's World Open tn Pakistan. Walk- 
er, necenty promoted to wortd No 4 for 
the first time but seeded fifth In Kar- 
achi, defeated the 33-year-old third seed 
Brett Martin 15-10, 12-15, 15-9, 15- 
13 in 55 minutes. Nicoi took 53 min- 
utes tovrin 15-13. 15-6, 15-9 against 
Craig Rowland, the young player who 
had defeated the wortd No 1 Jansher 
Khan last month on he way to the fi- 
nal of the Toumament of Champions In 
New \brk. Jansher, the defending 
champion, took Just 31 minutes to beat 
9mon Parks 15-3, 15-4, 15-Sand now 
feces Nicoi in the semi-finals, walker's 
last-four opponent today will be the sec- 
ond-seeded Australian, Rodney Eyies 

MOTS WORU>OPM (KaracfeO teMar-Mta 
Pltal (Scot fit C RMtand IAue) IS-13 156 15- 
R c Wfic r (End 6t B Martin (Auri 13-10 12- 
mss IS-13; Jarlw (Paw tt S Parte 

[&© 153 15415a R Fries lAuotxZUwr Js- 

han Khan (PafolS-17 13-15 17-15 15-713* . 
riONTE CARLO WOMB^OPQfRnt rramd: 

M Mstn MB) M R Macrae (Ehri 9-5 9-5 9-3: 


TODAY’S 

NUMBER 


The number of years- as of 
today- that the “Tipton *Rr- 
ror” Steve Bull has com- 
pleted at Molmeux since 
Graham Ibrner “stole” him 
from West Bromwich Al- 
bion for £50,006 in Waives 7 
Fourth Diviaondays. •; 


C Owns Wo} at j Marin (Eng) M9-5M;C 
Jaelonjn ffnej W R Cooper lAus) 9-1 9-4 9-i- 
J WAhon (NZTl* S ScMne (Gert 104 10-B 9- 
2: L hvtig tAuU bt F Garras fEng) 10-9 9-2 6- 
9 7-9 9-6: S Homar (Eng) « C Wcfi ISA) 9-1 
4-9 7-0 949-6; S VH^t (Eng) bt T LMKfe (AUS 
9-1 M !W: 3 Ffe-Geratt (Aw) bt P Beams INZ) 
lO^ 9-5 9-6. 

Tennis 

ATP WORLD CHAMPIONSWP (Hanover) 
Wta QraiaR T Musw (Aug bt M Cnang (US) 
6-4 6-3- Red group: P Sampras (US) bt A 
AgKsi (US) 6-2 6-1. 

WASEWOMSrS CHAMPION5MP (New 
YOrid m round: k Dale (Japan) M M Se- 
tts (US) 5-4 ret; S Gref (Gen bt K Haosudo- 
* (Sknefo 6-16-4. 


TODAY S FIXTURES 


Football 

730 unless stared 

PONTMS LEAGUE Premier DMsion: Ber- 
«nv NttJngssn Fwsi 0.0). Second D). 
vMon: Hua&y v Rodiediam (7.0): Stockport 
v Barnsley (6.45). 

FA TOUIH CW Hret-n xm d regfety: AFC 
Bournemouth v Yeovil Town. 

BaskatfKdl 

nrewMER LEAGUE: loopems v Shefflett 
ofiarhs 

Other sports 

SNOOKSt UK Championsfsp (Riaston). 
BADMMTON: ScortWi Open (Gias^jw). 
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Strife in a cold climate 

Ken Jones on the problems faced by 
football's foreign legion, page 28 


Scots 

reject 

‘joke’ 

venue 


Football 

Scotland yesterday rejected Es- 
tonia's idea of playing their 
World Cup rematch in Cyprus 
in Februaiy and dismissed their 
alternative suggestion of Lbc for- 
mer Soviet republic of Azer- 
baijan as a joke. 

Jim Farry, (he Scottish Foot- 
ban Association chief executive, 
believes a fair solution would be 
to play at a venue the equiva- 
lent distance 10 Tallinn about a 
two-hour flight and not make 
the supporters fly flve-and-a half 
hours to Cyprus or even further 
to Azerbaijan. 

“Somewhere around the 
equivalent would be a fair and 
equitable outcome," fiuiy said. 

“We need a temperate cli- 
mate at that time of year to en- 
sure that the match progresses, 
so southern Europe would ap- 
pear to be a more favoured spot 
perhaps southern France, 
southern Italy, southern Spain 
or southern Portugal." 

Asked about the Estonian of- 
fer of Azerbaijan as an alter- 
native, Farry said “I thought it 
might have been the first of ■ 
April!'’ 1 

Lennart Johansson, the Uefa I 
president, supported the Sorts, j 
“Cyprus is too far away," he s 
said. “But Azerbaijan is even f 
further away and that’s ridicu- i 
lous. There must be places clos- s 
er, places like Copenhagen or 
somewhere like tbaL" r 

Gerry Francis was hoping to l 
complete the £23m signing of r 
Steffen Iversen today. The Tot- a 
tenbam manager watched the | 
2 Q-y ear-old Norwegian striker J 
in action for Rosenborg against a 
IFK Gothenburg in the Cham- 
pions’ League last night. t 

“Tottenham have offered t 
£13m and no further bids will 5 
be accepted. Liverpool have c 


shown interest but did not make 
" an offer," a Rosenborg 
spokesman said. 

- Blackburn Rovers hopes of 
r poaching Roy Hodgson from In- 
s temazionale to become their 
r new manager were finally end- 

- ed yesterday when the F'nglich 

- coach renewed his contract 
with the Milan dub until 1999. 

The Aston Villa manager, 
Brian Little, yesterday told his 
striker Savo Milosevic he must 
start producing the goods and 
warned; “l/niess the response 
is right, 1 will act" 

Little hinted he might still 
move fora new striker and Liv- 
erpool's Stan CoUymore re- 
mains top of his list if Milosevic 
fails to deliver after rejecting a 
move to Perugia. 

Milosevic refused to speak to 
reporters after undergoing an 
extra training session yesterday, 
but Little explained in no un- 
certain terms what is expected 
of him: “I have told Savo (hat 
he has to do the business, play 
wcD and score goals. He also has 
to have the right attitude oth- 
erwise questions will be asked 
“One of the reasons that we 
were prepared to let him go was 
because he was not in the right 
frame of mind. He is under 
pressure and will be under the 
spotlight more than ever from 
fans, his team-mates and the 
manager - and unless the re- 
sponse is right I wiD act 
“We will have to see how he 
responds to the challenge. He has I 
to win everyone over. During the f 
next few weeks I will be looking t 
at Savo carefully to see what I’ve > 
got. I’ve always maintained that t 
Savo and Dwight Yoike can be f 
as good a combination as any. i 
"I will look at things objec- 
tively and do what is right for r 
the team and the club. I want e 
Savo to succeed and have nev- v 
er said anything against him." t 



Davies aiming to be first $lm woman 


Laura Davies goes into the 
first LPGA lour Championship 
at the Desert Inn course in Las 
Vegas today knowing that vic- 
tory will make her the first 
player in LPGA history to win 
more than $lm in a season. 

The British golfer has al- 
ready broken the record for 
earnings in a single season by 
winning *897,302 (£560,815) 
this year, comfortably beating 


the £539,736 won by Beth 
Daniel in 1990. The first prize 
in the LPGA lour Champion- 
ship, which features the top 30 
players in the money list, is 
$150,000. 

However, Davies is not alone 
in her pursuit of a place in the 
record books. Karrie Webb can 
also top the seven-figure mark 
having won £532,000. That fig- 
ure more than triples the record 
for a rookie, £163,821, set by 
Helen Alfredsson in 1992. 
Although Annika Sorenstam 


is out of the running for that rml- 
lion-dollarfeat, she can at least 
throw a spanner in the works of 
her two rivals by topping the US 
money list. 

The event is now a fitting end 
to what has already been a his- 
tory-making year for the LPGA, 
which did not even have a Tbur 
Championship when the season 
started. 

However, the LPGA's com- 
missioner, Jim Ritts, was de- 
termined to include the evenL 
“The addition of a Tour 


Championship to the LPGA 
Tbur schedule has been a high 
priority in that we wanted to 
put a high-profile period to the 
end of the LPGA season," be 
said. 

Four new tournaments have 
already been added for next 
year. With 17 existing events 
also raising their purses, total 
prize money next year will be al- 
most £19m, a 19 per cent in- 
crease on this season. 
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the best period in its 46-year-his- 


toiy and has not enjoyed such a 
high profile since Nancy Lopez 
was at her prime in the (ate 
1970s. 

When Lopez won nine tour- 
naments in 1978. including a 
record five in a row, she earned 
a total of £1 18320. However she 
has earned more than that this 
year without winning an event. 

“Tve seen the LPGA grow 
tremendously since I was a 
rookie," Lopez said as die pre- 
pion- 
ot of 




money compared to win -*r*. 
weVebeen." 

■ The United States start aj'.- 
favourites for the men's Wori‘9 
Cup in South Africa today even 
though the four-times winners. 
Fred Couples and Davis Love 
m, both miss the evenL The 
Americans are represented by 
Tom Lehman, the Open champ- 
ion, and Steve Jones, the US 
Open champion, in a tourna- 
ment which has been weakened 
by the absence of many of the 
e’s leading players. 
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Wednesday's Solution 
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ITV keeps Champions’ League i Court rules 


ITV has signed a a new three- 
year deal with Uefa for exclu- 
sive British television rights to 
the Champions' League. The 
agreement completes a portfo- 
lio of football coverage which 
will cost ITV £45 m per season 
and also includes the FA Cup 
and highlights of England’s in- 
ternational games. 

ITV will not reveal how 
much it has paid to Uefa to ex- 
tend-an agreement which began 


from the start of the Champi- 
ons’ League five years ago. 
However, with England repre- 
sented in the competition by two 
teams from next season it will 
not have come cheaply. 

Jeff Fanner, ITVs head of 
football, said: “It's a tremendous 
contract for us because the 
Champions’ League delivers 
tremendous peak-time audi- 
ences, as high as 12 million. 

“This is undeniably the best 


club competition in the world 
and we are thrilled it has been 
retained on ITV and kept avail- 
able for a terrestrial audience.” 

Next season the English 
champions wig be automatically 
seeded through to the group 
stages, which have been en- 
larged to accommodate 24 dubs 
rather than the present 16. The 
English runners-up and the 
Scottish champions will join 
them if they win their ties in the 


qualifying round, which will be 
played over two legs. 

Rom the stan of next season 
ITV also has the FA Cup. which 
is currently broadcast by the 
BBC Under the agreement 
ITV will have an exclusive five 
game on Sundays from the 
third round onwards and live 
coverage of the final. 

ITV also has regional cover- 
age of the Coca-Cola Cup and 
the Nationwide League. 


Riches for nostalgia merchants 


ACROSS 

7 Breakfast food needine stir 
(S> 

9 John and Edward stole 
goods opportunistically (6) 

10 Acknowledge producing 
commercial with German 
(5) 

1 1 Where some members of 
RUC mav be depressed? 

(S) 

12 Good earnings for sales 
force in Oxford Street? 
(4.10) 

15 Ailment boy’s caught within 
one month (6) 

16 Rider's reason for holding 
line? (6) 

18 Document providing insur- 
ance for landlord? (S. 6) 

20 Genteel law graduate runs 
into small difficulty initially 

22 Ration books featured in 
question and answer (5) 


24 Splendid bit of bowling by 
senior policeman (6) 

25 Supplement to fare from 
Hong Kong, maybe? (3, 5) 

DOWN 

1 Lamps above and below a 
Rio slum, possibly (S> 

2 Prudish person rigid id 
morals initially? (4) 

3 Models posing, rarely seen 

4 French act displays a short- 
coming (4) 

5 Nickname for squire, but 
used informally? Nothing in 
that (10) 

6 Recover silver which turns 
up during check (6) 

S “I’ll have a sticky fruit with 
a stone in, please” (4. 5) 

13 Type of delivery which re- 
stricts SOT of shots? (4-6) 

14 Speaking when one’s alone 
in the bouse? (9) 



17 Chic angle possii 


able to eastern church (8) 

18 Money order makes us al- 
most square (6) 

19 One without protective 
clothing in new industry get- 
ting cut twice (6) 

21 Gown having decoration 

with a bit of niching on (4) 
23 Jewel in ring father left (4) 


There were enough of football’s 
big names to staff a Dream 
League, never mind a team, and 
the chequebook took a ham- 
mering. Jack Walker would 
have been in his element. 

Even Blackburn Rovers’ 
benefactor, though, might have 
been stretched to snap up Bil- 
ly Wright, Bobby Moore, the 
cream of Red Star Belgrade and 
Arsenal's famous champi- 
onship-winning side of 1932. 

Sadly, the legends were there 
in spirit only. Yet there they un- 
deniably were; in the form of 
caps, jerseys, medals autographs 
and faded sepia prints, and 
there was no shortage of buy- 
ers desperate to land their star. 

Some £305,000 changed 
hands at Christie’s Auction 
House in Glasgow yesterday as 
the game’s carefully-tended and 
much-loved memorabilia came 
under the hammer. 

Wright, just as he did during 
his playing career, led the way 
- though tne modest Shropshire 


Football's memorabilia went on sale in 
Glasgow yesterday. Phil Gordon reports 

lad. who died in 1994 at the age they had done. Steve Butcher 
of 70, would probably have and Dave Dungar had both 
been a little embarrassed at the travelled up from the Blade 
thought of everyone scram- Country, with Dungar spend- 
bling over his collection. A ing more than £2,000 on one of 
large chunk of his 105 caps, Wright’s England caps and a 
along with medals, opponents’ commemorative teapot given to 
jerseys and a marvellous silver the great man by another 
gilt-edged trophy, presented legend, Russia's Lev Yashin, 
on the occasion of his centenary “We’re season ticket holders 

England appearance, realised a at Molyneux,” said Butcher, 
sum of £1 16,759. The trophy it- old gold scarf draped round his 
self was sold for £9,200. neck, “and we didn’t want to see 

The private collector who this going to a private collector, 
bought much of Wright’s lega- We’ll probably give it to the dub 
cy refused to speak about his to put on display.” 
purchase, or reveal his idea Li- All sorts of ephemera at- 

ty. Like a seasoned manager, he traded all sorts of nudges and 
denied any interest in Wright or winks from the Christie's crowd, 
that he was the buyer. Sheer Caps belonging to the Scotland 
speculation, presumably. keeper Alan Hough; medals to 

Two Wolves fans who ArsenaTs Welsh favourite of the 
grabbed iheir own little bit of Fifties, Ray Daniel; Gary Bir- 
tbe Wright stuff were more ties' European Cup medal, 
willing to talk about the deals from Nottingham Forest’s 1979 


triumph. The most evocative 
item was a programme from 
that fateful Red Star Beigrade- 
Mancb ester United game in 
1958, signed by all 11 Yugoslav 
players, which fetched £1,450. 

Victoria Gibson, of Christie’s, 
said: “This is our eighth annu- 
al auction and it’s been a record 
totaL Our bouses in London do 
cricket sales but being Glasgow, 
this is where the bulk of our 
football clientele is. 

“The Billy Wright collection 
attracted massive interest and 
it looks like one of our best 
sales. Our best total before was 
£220,000 and it’s a growing 
market." 

This being Glasgow, parity 
had to be preserved. A batch of 
old Rangers programmes, in- 
cluding one from a historic 
friendlywith Moscow Dynamo 
in 1945, fetched £450. Howev- 
er, Celtic came up with a late 
equaliser, mana ging the same 
sum for some of their 1960s Eu- 
ropean programmes. 


on fatal* 
collision ; 

Sailing jl 

STUART ALEXANDER O' 

Jo- 
in a decision which will be stuf^ 
ied dosely by the United Kinjut 
dom yacht racing authorities 
three suspended prison seifg 
tences have been banded dovfj 
by a French court following tl£ 
death in St Tropez last year a® 
crew member drowned as a m 
suit of the collision iuvqlvingtwe 
yachts while racing. 1 EL 
But the organisers of A] 
event. La NiouJ argue, were dftL 
charged, although the pubfte 



for a fine of £2^00. fe 

The hearing, to investigaL-' 
the death of Jacques Bouny ■ 
the six-metre Thos Brett IV, . ■ 
ter it collided with the schor -_- A 
Mariette, had been timed tr pp 
inride with the 1996 event ■ 
The court eventually fine-g* 
Thomas Perkins, the ownej e 
and Thomas Eaton, skipp^oth 
the Mariette, £6,000 each infeie 
dition to the suspended HpH 
sentence and imposed a sinujare 
penalty on Claude Graf, o«T 
er and skipper of Thos Brett- 
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